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Can Science Supplant Religion? 


By Ecsert W. SMITH 


HE above question indicates the chief point of 

the attack now being made on Christianity. 

Many are telling us in books and magazines and 
from university chairs that in this scientific age the 
gospel is outgrown. Its message is antiquated, un- 
needed. They point to man’s marvelous increase of 
knowledge and power. They point to his ever- 
widening scientific control over nature and life, 
through which his purposes are so served, his wants 
so supplied, his life so enriched, that religion is no 
longer necessary. A pleasant and gracious thing it 
is, but not indispensable. So we are told often with 
an air of condescending pity. 

Undoubtedly, great and fruitful is modern science. 
It reveals and puts at our disposal this world’s laws 
and forces in a thousand helpful ways. Our debt to 
it is immense. But so also are its limitations. It has 
nothing to say about the world’s cause, or the world’s 
goal, or the world’s meaning. Facts it can give us in 
ever-growing number, but not the interpretation of 
the facts. 

_Here are two men. Both are told by their physi- 
cians that they can live only three months. The 
same fact confronts both. In one it awakens fear, 
grief, horror. The other goes forward with a 
radiant face. Why? Because his religion so interprets 
the fact as to lift him above fear and enable him to 
lift his sorrowing family with him into comfort and 
courage. 

Here is this vast universe, with us in it, sweeping 
through space, like a mighty ship on a limitless ocean. 
Give us all the facts you please about the ship’s 
motion and mechanism. There still remain the 
supreme questions, “Where are we going? For what 
port are we headed? Is there a pilot on board? Or is 
there no port and no pilot, but only endless sailing 
on an endless sea in a ship that never will arrive?” 
As a modern American poet cries out 


“ . 
But thou, vast outbound ship of souls, what 
harbor town for thee?” 


Two men go out in the summer night. They 
look up to the same heavens, 
“Clad in the beauty of a thousand stars.” 


One lifts a blank face, seeing only a mechanical 
process, aimless, purposeless. The other lifts an 
adoring face and cries, “The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the firmament showeth His handi- 
work.” The one sees only the facts. The other sees 
the facts plus their interpretation—the facts plus 
their purpose, their meaning, their message. 

And this human life of ours—when we come to 
the really vital questions, the whence, the why, the 
whither, science is dumb. In our crucial experiences 
of sin and shame, of sacrifice and heartbreak, of love 
and death, tortured with questionings, we want light, 
we want to see some meaning in it all. 

But this scientific age of ours has no voice, no 
vision. And all that Bertrarid Russell, its most 
eloquent devotee, can tell us is this, “Brief and power- 
less is man’s life. On him and all his race the slow, 
sure doom falls pitiless and dark.” But in the hush 
that follows this voice of despair, I hear another 
voice, “Our light affliction, which is but for a 
moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory; while we look not at the 
things which are seen, but at the things which are 
not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; 
but the things which are not seen are eternal.” 

Give us all the scientific facts and laws knowable 
by man. They are not enough. They do not even 
touch man’s deepest needs. What he wants, what 
his soul cries out for, is some interpretation of what 
life means to himself and his loved ones. And the 
most glorious interpretation of human life ever given 
is that revealed to us from above by Jesus Christ. 
The fatherhood of God, the atoning grace of the 
Son, the guidance of the Spirit, the sovereignty of 
righteousness, the law of love, the glory of service, 
the coming of the Kingdom, the eternal hope— 
never was there an interpretation like that. 
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The Religious Outlook in Spain 


By Juan Orts GONZALEZ 


Note: Rev. Juan Orts Gonzalez, D.D., is a native-born Spaniard, though now a naturalized American citizen. He was 
educated in the Spanish universities for the ministry of the Franciscan Order, in which capacity he served for some time in 
Spain. Later he was transferred to America as Examiner General for the Order, especially in the Caribbean area. He was 
converted to Protestantism and entered Union Theological Seminary, Richmond, Virginia. After being graduated, he served 
as a missionary to Cuba, and later was stationed in New York to do literary work and translation in connection with work 
for Latin America. For the last four years he has been doing mission work in Spain as a representative of the organization 
“Friends of New Spain.” He has just returned to America, and his message has behind it the authority of his character and 


of first-hand knowledge. 


S A Protestant missionary, I am concerned 
with religion rather than with politics; but in 
Spain today the two are so intermingled that 

one cannot speak understandingly of the former 
without bringing in the latter. This article, there- 
fore, will begin with the statement of a fact which 
may seem incredible to those Americans who have 
had no other information about the actual situation 
in Spain than that given by the press of this country. 

In Spain, Protestants as a whole, including min- 
isters and laymen, foreign and national workers, and 
about half of the Roman Catholic population, among 
them the three most devout Roman Catholic prov- 
inces known as the Basque Provinces, and including 
the most liberal and highly cultured, are opposed to 
Franco and his associates and side with the legally 
constituted government of Azafia. My readers can 
readily see that to speak of Franco and his troops as 
the defenders of religion, and the government forces 
as “Reds” and enemies of religion is a complete mis- 
representation. Here are in brief the reasons why 
o many Catholics and all Protestants are in favor of 
Azaiia’s government and against Franco and his 
associates: 

First. Christians have to obey Christ’s command 
0 “render therefore unto Caesar the things which 
are Caesar's; and unto God the things that are 

od’s,” and observe the teachings of Peter and Paul 
about loyalty to the legal government of one’s coun- 
- Now, the government of Azafia was brought 
n by a general election on February 16, 1936, in 
hich the Left Hand obtained an overwhelming 
ajority of the votes cast; and that victory was the 





more astonishing because it was won in spite of the 
combined efforts of the Roman Catholic hierarchy, 
the monarchists, the capitalists, the military class, and 
the open partiality of the government then in power 
with Portela Valladares as Prime Minister. Careful 
analysis of the votes cast proves that eighty per cent 
of the men of Spain voted for Azaiia in that election. 

Second. The religious, political, economic, and 
educational ideals of the government of Azajfia are 
more acceptable to Christians than are those of 
Franco and his supporters. With regard to religion, 
the government of Azajfia stands for absolute free- 
dom and complete separation of Church and State. 
In passing, I must say emphatically that this attitude 
of the government is what has angered the more the 
Roman Catholic hierarchy and has made the bishops 
the declared enemies of the Republic. To the 
Roman Catholic Church, accustomed in Spain for 
so many centuries to be supreme and exclusive, sepa- 
ration of Church and State and religious freedom 
which places Protestants and Jews on the same level 
with Catholics spells “persecution.” Imprisonment 
or even death for defending the supremacy of their 
church can be better endured than being put on that 
basis of equality with Protestants and Jews in mat- 
ters of religious freedom of which they have com- 
plained so bitterly and which they find so intoler- 
able. 

In politics, the government of Azajfia stands for 
complete democracy. In economics, for a better 
distribution of land and for the payment of higher 
wages to the workers (previously the worst paid in 
Europe), both to be based on the Constitution of the 
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+ 1103, RMB educated in the Spanish universities for the ministry of the Franciscan Order, in which capacity he served for some time in 

Spain. Later he was transferred to America as Examiner General for the Order, especially in the Caribbean area. He was 
ee |e converted to Protestantism and entered Union Theological Seminary, Richmond, Virginia. After being graduated, he served 


as a missionary to Cuba, and later was stationed in New York to do literary work and translation in connection with work 


for Latin America. For the last four years he has been doing 





of first-hand knowledge. 





S A Protestant missionary, I am concerned 
with religion rather than with politics; but in 
Spain today the two are so intermingled that 

one cannot speak understandingly of the former 
without bringing in the latter. This article, there- 
fore, will begin with the statement of a fact which 
may seem incredible to those Americans who have 
had no other information about the actual situation 
in Spain than that given by the press of this country. 
In Spain, Protestants as a whole, including min- 
isters and laymen, foreign and national workers, and 
about half of the Roman Catholic population, among 
them the three most devout Roman Catholic prov- 
inces known as the Basque Provinces, and including 
the most liberal and highly cultured, are opposed to 
Franco and his associates and side with the legally 
constituted government of Azafia. My readers can 
eadily see that to speak of Franco and his troops as 
the defenders of religion, and the government forces 
as “Reds” and enemies of religion is a complete mis- 
epresentation. Here are in brief the reasons why 
so many Catholics and all Protestants are in favor of 
\zaiia’s government and against Franco and _ his 
associates: 
First. Christians have to obey Christ’s command 
0 “render therefore unto Caesar the things which 
are Caesar's; and unto God the things that are 
od’s,” and observe the teachings of Peter and Paul 
about loyalty to the legal government of one’s coun- 

Now, the government of Azafia was brought 

n by a general election on February 16, 1936, in 
hich the Left Hand obtained an overwhelming 
ajority of the votes cast; and that victory was the 
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mission work in Spain as a representative of the organization 


“Friends of New Spain.” He has just returned to America, and his message has behind it the authority of his character and 


more astonishing because it was won in spite of the 
combined efforts of the Roman Catholic hierarchy, 
the monarchists, the capitalists, the military class, and 
the open partiality of the government then in power 
with Portela Valladares as Prime Minister. Careful 
analysis of the votes cast proves that eighty per cent 
of the men of Spain voted for Azajia in that election. 

Second. The religious, political, economic, and 
educational ideals of the government of Azajfia are 
more acceptable to Christians than are those of 
Franco and his supporters. With regard to religion, 
the government of Azafia stands for absolute free- 
dom and complete separation of Church and State. 
In passing, I must say emphatically that this attitude 
of the government is what has angered the more the 
Roman Catholic hierarchy and has made the bishops 
the declared enemies of the Republic. To the 
Roman Catholic Church, accustomed in Spain for 
so many centuries to be supreme and exclusive, sepa- 
ration of Church and State and religious freedom 
which places Protestants and Jews on the same level 
with Catholics spells “persecution.” Imprisonment 
or even death for defending the supremacy of their 
church can be better endured than being put on that 
basis of equality with Protestants and Jews in mat- 
ters of religious freedom of which they have com- 
plained so bitterly and which they find so intoler- 
able. 

In politics, the government of Azafia stands for 
complete democracy. In economics, for a better 
distribution of land and for the payment of higher 
wages to the workers (previously the worst paid in 
Europe), both to be based on the Constitution of the 
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S A Protestant missionary, I am concerned 
with religion rather than with politics; but in 
Spain today the two are so intermingled that 

one cannot speak understandingly of the former 
without bringing in the latter. This article, there- 
fore, will begin with the statement of a fact which 
may seem incredible to those Americans who have 
had no other information about the actual situation 
in Spain than that given by the press of this country. 

In Spain, Protestants as a whole, including min- 
isters and laymen, foreign and national workers, and 
about half of the Roman Catholic population, among 
them the three most devout Roman Catholic prov- 
inces known as the Basque Provinces, and including 
the most liberal and highly cultured, are opposed to 
Franco and his associates and side with the legally 
constituted government of Azafia. My readers can 
readily see that to speak of Franco and his troops as 
the defenders of religion, and the government forces 
as “Reds” and enemies of religion is a complete mis- 
representation. Here are in brief the reasons why 
so many Catholics and all Protestants are in favor of 
Azafia’s government and against Franco and _ his 
associates: 

First. Christians have to obey Christ’s command 
to “render therefore unto Caesar the things which 
are Caesar’s; and unto God the things that are 
God’s,” and observe the teachings of Peter and Paul 
about loyalty to the legal government of one’s coun- 
try. Now, the government of Azafia was brought 
in by a general election on February 16, 1936, in 
which the Left Hand obtained an overwhelming 
Majority of the votes cast; and that victory was the 


more astonishing because it was won in spite of the 
combined efforts of the Roman Catholic hierarchy, 
the monarchists, the capitalists, the military class, and 
the open partiality of the government then in power 
with Portela Valladares as Prime Minister. Careful 
analysis of the votes cast proves that eighty per cent 


of the men of Spain voted for Azafia in that election. 

Second. The religious, political, economic, and 
educational ideals of the government of Azajfia are 
more acceptable to Christians than are those of 
Franco and his supporters. With regard to religion, 
the government of Azafia stands for absolute free- 
dom and complete separation of Church and State. 
In passing, I must say emphatically that this attitude 
of the government is what has angered the more the 
Roman Catholic hierarchy and has made the bishops 
the declared enemies of the Republic. To the 
Roman Catholic Church, accustomed in Spain for 
so many centuries to be supreme and exclusive, sepa- 
ration of Church and State and religious freedom 
which places Protestants and Jews on the same level 
with Catholics spells “persecution.” Imprisonment 
or even death for defending the supremacy of their 
church can be better endured than being put on that 
basis of equality with Protestants and Jews in mat- 
ters of religious freedom of which they have com- 
plained so bitterly and which they find so intoler- 
able. 

In politics, the government of Azafia stands for 
complete democracy. In economics, for a better 
distribution of land and for the payment of higher 
wages to the workers ( previously the worst paid in 
Europe), both to be based on the Constitution of the 
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The Scene Shifts in Palestine 


ALESTINE is again in the news. Indeed ever 

since Lord Balfour during the war formulated 

the British policy of a Jewish home in Pales- 
tine, few months have passed in which the Land of 
Israel has not found a place on the front pages of the 
public press. From the beginning there has been a 
stir in the land which has commanded wide-spread 
interest. Zionism as a Jewish movement has been 
characterized by great diversity of opinion. The 
Orthodox and Communist Jews_aze poles apart in 
their objectives for the ancient homeland. And 
Reform Jews differ from both in their opposition to 


political Zionism. Yet all Jews agree in seeking to 


build up in Palestine a place of refuge and oppor- 
tunity for the oppressed children of Israel from the 
lands in Central Europe. What is happening in Ger- 
many, Poland, and other lands has given a tremendous 
impetus to the appeal of Palestine. 

But neither Jews nor the Mandate Powers realized 
the difficulties involved in carrying out the promise 
of the Balfour Declaration. From the first, Arab 
leaders have been bitterly opposed to Zionist ideals. 
The whole conception of a homeland for Jews in 
Palestine ran counter to their own aim for an all-Arab 
empire to include the country which has been theirs 
for seven centuries. They have used every means to 
hamstring Jewish efforts and frustrate the ose 
of Great Britain. The Grand Mufti of Jerusalem, 
supported by most of the effendi, the Arab ruling 
class, has agitated for the entire cessation of Jewish 
immigration into Palestine. The ignorant Arab masses 
have been roused again and again to fanatical fury. 
Outbreaks against Jews have occurred in different 
parts of the country, attended by bloody riots with 
much loss of life and property. 

The last general strike was just another Arab effo 
to stop the coming of Jews into what they claim to 
be their territory. For several months rioting and 
siping persisted intermittently. Rifles, knives, and 
stones were instruments of terrorism. In various sec- 
tions the Palestinian sky was lighted up with con- 

agrations, Jewish homes being set ablaze and Jewish 


crops burned. Settlers would wake up in the morn- 
ing to find many of their trees uprooted. To disrupt 
traffic, the highways were littered with broken bot- 
tles and nails. Here and there home-made bombs were 
thrown. The situation was approaching that of civil 
war when the British government determined to set 
up a military regime. On the eve of its establishment, 
the Arab High Committee decided to call off the 
general strike. Peace once more, for a time at least, 
reigns over the land of Israel. 

What of the future? Economically, Palestine has 
prospered in a phenomenal way. The Jewish popula- 
tion now approaches 400,000. Tel Aviv, which in 
1914 had only a bare 2,000 people, is today a pros- 
perous city, entirely Jewish, with a population of 
120,000. The commercial development of the land 
has likewise been astounding. Almost every variety 
of manufacture is under way. There are now 25,000 
owners and employees engaged in industry, with an 
annual output of $35,000,000. The chemical resources 
of the Dead Sea have begun to yield rich returns. 
The Rutanbarg Dam on the Jordan provides light 
and power for a large part of the country. The fruit 
crops from the alluvial plains on the Mediterranean 
are finding far-flung markets. Yes, Palestine is pros- 
pering. It is perhaps the only country in the world 
that can report a surplus in government expenses. 
The total surplus for the year ending March 1936 
was in excess of $30,000,000. 

But politically the situation in Palestine has not 
changed. The British government will not resign its 
mandate. It will not stop Jewish immigration into 
Palestine. While the Arab population, as a whole, is 
well-disposed toward the Jews who have incom- 
parably bettered their position, the Arab leaders are 
as bitterly opposed as ever to the British policies con- 
cerning the Jews. A Royal Commission, comprised 
of a group of unusually able men, is now at work in 
Jerusalem seeking to study the situation and bring 
about, if possible, a reconciliation of Arab and Jew- 
ish interests. Among Jews themselves also there are 
widely conflicting ideals. Those Jews who recog- 
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Foreign Missions Conference of North America 


By H. Kerr Taytor* 


HE forty-fourth annual meeting of the Foreign 

Missions Conference of North America was 

held in Asbury Park, New Jersey, January 6-8. 
Three hundred delegates, representing practically all 
the foreign mission bodies of the continent, were in 
attendance. This is a voluntary association of 120 
foreign mission boards and societies having head- 
quarters in the United States and Canada. The con- 
ference exists to promote codperative study, investi- 
gation, and undertaking in the world mission of 
Christianity. The conference, acting through its 
Committee of Reference and Council, has no power 
save that which is delegated to it by the codperating 
boards. The conference has been of inestimable value 
through the years as a forum and pooling place for 
study and experience by those organizations on this 
continent having responsibility for foreign mission 
work. The honored president of the conference this 
year was Dr. Robert E. Speer, veteran Secretary of 
the Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S. A. Dr. Speer’s sane, conserva- 
tive, and forward-looking counsels guided the dis- 
cussions of the conference. 

The two major subjects under discussion at the 
session this year were those of rural work in foreign 
fields and the coérdination of current Christian 
idealism at home with the great cause of Forei 
Missions. The rural work in mission fields, “where 
90% of the people live,” is obviously a major part 
of the service demanded of the church every where— 
East and West—and the Christian effort in these 
areas seeks to aid in the development of an intelligent, 
literate, and efficient rural population, Christian to 
the core. 

It was recognized that in Christian lands there 
exists in the heart of many persons an urge and pas- 
sion for a better world and a truer social order, but 
that much of such thinking is wholly unrelated to an 
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adequate consideration of the past magnificent serv- 
ice that the foreign mission cause has rendered 
throughout the earth. Stress was laid upon the fact 
that it has been the very preaching of Christ and His 
way of life through the earth that has brought about 
the longings on the every continent for a wider and 
more abundant life. Today many people who are 
deeply concerned about the world’s economic, social, 
and spiritual problems are for some reason not vitally 
interested in missions. This may be because they are 
not convinced that the message of Christianity has 
a solution for these problems. It may be from 
ignorance of what the mission cause has been doing 
through the past century. On the other hand, it 
may be due to our failure to present the foreign mis- 
sion enterprise in a way that stirs the imagination 
and demonstrates its relevance to their objective for 
a better world life. Whatever the cause, these peo- 
ple, a large proportion of whom are in the younger 
age group, must be won if the mission cause is to be 
carried on. We must face this situation realistically. 
Much time was given to a discussion of the’situation 
as it exists among the present group of college and 
university students, and that of the post-college 
group of young men and women, especially those in 
business, ranging in age from 25 to 4o years. 

The high light of the conference, in the mind of 
all those who attended, was the address made by the 
President, Dr. Robert E. Speer, on the first evening. 
Dr. Speer, after a lifetime of missionary service in 
the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. and in 
innumerable iritterdenominational organizations, re- 
tires this year from active service. His address was, 
in a sense, a valedictory statement, for this meeting 
also marked the close of his presidency of a con- 
ference of which he was one of the founders. 
Dr. Speer insisted that the essentials of the missionary 
enterprise are unchanging: God is the same as He 
was in the days of the fathers and the founders, 
Christ is the same, and the gospel is the same; the 
aim, the hope, and the conviction of the church and 
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aa Moody-The Discoverer of Men 
And the Maker of Movements 


Excerpts from a Centenary Address 


By Joun McDow.EL.* 


EBRUARY 5, 1937, marked more than a date 

on the calendar of all those who had the privilege 

of knowing D. L. Moody and coming under his 
penetrating influence. To all such it meant the one 
hundredth anniversary of the birth of one of the 
mightiest spiritual forces in modern life. 

Mr. Moody lives today: in the innumerable men 
and women all over the world whose lives he 
touched with his inspiring and transforming mes- 
sage; in the institutions which he established for 
human welfare; in the books which he published, 
in the hymns which he inspired; in the movements 
which he inaugurated for human service; in the out- 
standing leaders of many of the mightiest movements 
of modern life. 

Mr. Moody influenced the world by what he 
said—by his preaching. Mr. Moody was most him- 
self, most eager and most energetically alive, when 
he stood before vast audiences to pour out in 
‘trong, animating words his gospel of God’s love for 
man. As he stood upon the platform he looked like 
a business man, he dressed like a business man, he 
took the meeting in hand as a business man would, 
he spoke in a business man’s fashion. His preaching 
was always Biblical, vivid, picturesque, vital, posi- 
tive, urgent, reasonable, and intensely personal. No 
one who had not heard Mr. Moody can ever imag- 
ine what his power was. No quotation can give any 
Impression of the effects produced, but here’s a 
random specimen of his preaching. “I can imagine 
When Christ said to the little band around Him, “Go 
eh all the world and preach the gospel,’ Peter 
suc: ‘Lord, do you really mean that we are to go 


back to Jerusalem and preach the gospel to those 
—— . 


* 
eee McDowell, D.D., is Secretary of the Board of National 
the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. 


men that murdered you?’ ‘Yes,’ said Christ, ‘go hunt 
up that man that spat in my face, tell him he may 
have a seat in my kingdom yet. Yes, Peter, go find 
that man that made that cruel crown of thorns and 
placed it on my brow, and tell him I will have a 
crown ready for him when he comes in my kingdom, 
and there will be no thorns in it. Hunt up that man 
that took a reed and brought it down over the cruel 
thorns, driving them into my brow, and tell him I 
will put a scepter in his hand and he shall rule over 
the nations of the earth if he will accept salvation. 
Search for the man that drove the spear into my 
side and tell him there is a nearer way to my heart 
than that. Tell him I forgive him freely and that he 
can be saved if he will accept salvation as a gift.’” 

It is generally conceded that no other man ever 
spoke to so many people directly as did he. Other 
preachers have spoken to crowds one day in seven 
for a few years, but here was a man who held and 
swayed the multitudes six days in the week for nearly 
thirty years. He never lost his drawing power. The™ 
very last series of meetings which he held, the series 
in which he was stricken in Kansas City, was a con- 
vincing proof that his drawing power never waned 
and was just as great in the closing years of the Cen- 
tury as it was in the Seventies. He was the embodi- 
ment of an evangelism that was Scriptural in its 
basis, spiritual in its aim, personal in its method, so- 
cial in its expression, coéperative in its action, effec- 
tive in its appeal and fraternal in its spirit. Mr. 
Moody not only drew the multitudes, he moved 
them as did no other man in the last century. His 
preaching changed human natures and made for holy 
life and useful services. 

Mr. Moody was a good financier. He appre- 
ciated the value of money but he never used it 
to build a fortune. He simply wanted to use it in 
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“The Oxford Conference -- What and Why 
July 12 - 26, 1937 


N JULY, 1937, in the colleges of Oxford Uni- 

versity, about 800 carefully selected representa- 

tives of the churches and Christian organizations 
of the world, except Roman Catholicism, will spend 
two weeks in intensive conference. 

This great, international conference has been 
called by the Universal Christian Council for Life 
and Work, in succession to the Stockholm Con- 
ference of 1925, to discuss some of the most urgent 
questions of principles, to face the grave issues 
which confront the world today, and to consider the 
responsibility of the Church to them. 

A somewhat similar conference on Faith and 
Order will be held in Edinburgh, August 3-18, 1937. 

Of the 800 delegates, 300 are chosen directly by 
the churches, 100 are codpted as experts, 25 codpted 
as leaders of important interdenominational agencies, 
100 as representatives of youth, and 300 as associates. 
Two hundred fifty of these delegates are from 
North America. Our own denomination, the Presby- 
terian Church in the United States, will be repre- 
sented by Rev. John M. Alexander, D.D., of Birm- 
ingham, Alabama; Rev. John R. Cunningham, D.D., 
of Winston-Salem, North Carolina, and probably 
Rev. Stuart R. Oglesby, Jr. D.D., of Atlanta, 
Georgia, and Rev. M. A. Boggs, D.D., of Hot 
Springs, Arkansas. 

The conference sessions will be held in the Shel- 
donian Theatre of the University, in St. Mary’s 
Church, and in various other halls. The Archbisho 
of Canterbury, who is the Primate of all England, 
will preside. 

The theme of the Conference is Church, State, and 
Society, The subject matter falls into five main 
divisions, and the delegates will be divided into five 
commissions, under competent leadership. These 
commissions are: 


1. The Church and the Community—in particular 
the relation of the Church to the common life as 
shaped by national tradition, expressing itself in 
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characteristic folk ways and determined by cur- 
rent standards of values. 


The Church and the State—including considera- 
tion of the Christian view of the State, of the 
claims of the contemporary State, and of the 
Christian conception of freedom of conscience. 


The Church, Community, and State, in relation 
to the Social Order—including the various new 
proposals for the regulation of man’s economic 


life. 


4. The Church, Community, and State, in relation 
to Education. This commission will deal with the 
particularly acute and pressing difficulties which 
have arisen as the State has increased its claims 
over the whole of the citizen’s outlook and train- 
ing. 

5. The Universal Church and a World of Nations— 
nationalism, international relations, the Church as 
a supra-national society, Christianity and war. 

For more than three years, several hundred 
thinkers in various countries have been engaged in 
an intensive study of the subjects to be considered. 

Due to the existence of the Department of Research 

in Geneva, a greater thoroughness of preparation 

than for any other conference has been made pos- 
sible. Eleven volumes of resource material are already 
in process of printing, and will constitute “the most 
comprehensive summary ever made of the problem 
of the Church in human society.” There will be an 
unprecedented pooling of thought and experience 
between churches. The German and Russian church. 
have already been in the firing line, while the Amer- 
ican and British churches are as yet comparatively 
unscathed. Representatives are to be included from 
the churches of Asia, Africa, and South America. 

In discussing the “Why” of the Oxford Confer- 
ence, Sir Walter Moberly* says that the term 

“Christendom” once meant something; it meant that 


N 


ww 


*Christian Century, March 3, 1937. 
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“The Kinjo Garden” 


By Marcaret ARCHIBALD* 


NE year ago I wrote of the celebration of the 
afternoon of the eleventh of February when 
the ground was broken for the new auditorium 

of Golden Castle College, the building made possible 
by the 1935 Birthday Offering of the Woman’s 
Auxiliary. That building stands in its glory today, 
and speaks a message of faith and vision and love of 
the past; and of rich opportunities for the future. 
Our building, yours and mine as well as our Jap- 
anese friends, I feel it is. 

December 11, 1936. For three hundred four days 

the students had watched and moved about the out- 
side of the rising construction. For ten years those 
interested in the development of Golden Castle Col- 
ge had been definitely looking toward a real audi- 
torium where as a school we could gather together 
in worship and in comfortable fellowship. 
_ The day had come. And into the completed build- 
ing, with a spirit of reverence and almost of awe, the 
one thousand girls and their teachers entered. “Ours,” 
we all felt. “A gift from God.” Those were silent 
moments when the Spirit Himself was bearing wit- 
ness with out spirits that God was showing ‘His love 
to. us in the splendor and dignity and beauty and 
completeness of our new surroundings. 

Come Thou Almighty King, Help us Thy Name 
to Sing, Help us to Praise”—were the first words 
which filled the spacious auditorium. They served 
‘0 express our feelings as only our great old hymns 
can. A Scripture passage and a prayer; and Presi- 
dent Ichimura said very little more from the platform 
on that morning of our first chapel service. 

December 23, 1936. The dedication and formal 
Opening. 

Ever since the scaffolding had been removed 
~~ the outside, and the cream colored ferro- 
} nerete, three-storied Spanish-style edifice thus 

came unveiled, hundreds of eyes had been focused 
—— 


“Miss Margaret Archibald i : as : 
Golden Castle College, recat eal anne missionary in the 
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Steps and entrance to the main auditorium on the 
second floor 


with surprise and wonder at the transformation 
which had taken place at the old Golden Castle 
School. Many people stopped. The neighboring 
shopkeepers began to make remarks upon the im- 
pression the “Kinjo” (Golden Castle) was making 
upon the passing public. Curiosity naturally became 
aroused about the interior, and a general air of ex- 
citement had been created for the opening day. 
Within all was in readiness. 

What had once been tennis courts, then the con- 
structors’ workshop, had become within two weeks 
a beautiful “front”—it’s not a garden and certainly 
not a yard, and yet we can’t quite claim so dignified 
a word as “campus.” “The front of the school” and 
the “back of the school” were reversed, and from 
that garden on the other street were moved several 
groups of tall palms, gifts from classes in the early 
years of this century. A gardener’s eye would have 
been interested to see the clever way in which these 
palms and a few trees were picked up and replaced 
so that now they have the appearance of always 
having been right there. Box plants, one large, two 
small, one large, two small, make a border around 
the concrete, which now provides a place where 
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Farm Tenancy and the Delta Codperative Farm 


By ArtHur RapEr* 


ROADLY speaking, there are two types of 
farmers—those who cultivate land they own 
and those who cultivate land they do not own. 

One fourth of the nation’s farmers were landless in 
1880, over two fifths in 1935. In the South, where 
farm tenancy rates have always been higher than in 
ay other region, one third of all farmers in 1880 
were tenants, nearly three fifths in 1935—a total of 
1,831,475 landless families. Averaging about five 
persons to the family, this makes a farm tenant popu- 
tion in the South of more than 9,000,000 people— 
anumber equal to the entire population of Georgia, 
South Carolina, Alabama, and Mississippi combined. 
These landless farmers of the South, nearly two 
thirds of whom are white, constitute a veritable 
kingdom. And it is a kingdom of neglect and want. 
_The vast majority of the South’s farm tenant fami- 
lies have a low plane of living, as measured by the 
houses they live in, the clothes they wear, the food 
they eat, the dietary diseases they suffer from, the 
midwives and patent medicines they rely upon, the 
crude equipment they farm with, the small incomes 
they have, and the high rates of interest they: pay. 

Patched overalls and faded gingham dresses are as 
characteristic of the cotton country as are the un- 
painted cabins—twisted, bleak, uncomfortable. The 
families that produce the world’s surplus cotton crop 
are often in need of such basic cotton products as 
mattresses, sheets, diapers, socks, dresses, overalls. 
The typical tenant’s diet, as inadequate as his house 
and his clothes, results in a great deal of pellagra, 
tickets, low vitality, unnecessary sickness, and pre- 
ventable death. 

Inadequate medical service further measures the 
needs of these landless folk. At childbirth most 
mothers are attended by midwives, while patent 
ee 
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vere embodied IN a 400-page volume, Preface to Peasantry, pub- 
by the University of North Carolina Press. 
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medicines command a considerable sum from meager 
cash incomes. Midwives are used because they are 
available and cheap; patent medicines because they 
are available on credit at the commissary or the cross- 
roads store, where rations are provided. 


The field tools used by the typical tenant farmer 
are few and simple—single stock plows, one-horse 
gears, long-handled hoes, double-blade axes, and a 
sack to drag through the field at picking time. The 
farm-tenant women wash over tubs, heat flatirons 
before open fires, “tote” in wood, carry water in 
lard cans, and bathe the children in wash pans on 
back door steps. These farm women bear yet heavier 
loads—they work along with their men in the fields 
during the rush seasons, and bear more children than 
any other women in America. 


The cotton tenant’s low plane of living is enforced 
by his small annual income. For the typical family 
it is less than $300—about one half the average for 
all Southern farm families, about one fourth the aver- 
age for all American farm families. Out of thigas 
amount the tenant repays the “furnish,” that is#iieeam 
food and clothing and patent medicines whi 
landlord or the merchant advanced to his fam 
while growing the crop. In arranging “the furnish” 
for the tenant, the landlord or the merchant takes a 
lien on the tenant’s crop. The usual carrying charge 
is “ten per cent interest.” But the debt is collected 
less than six months later when the cotton is sold, 
making the interest rate twenty or thirty per cent 
per annum. The credit price, frequently charged on 
the goods consumed in the spring, raises the total 
annual interest rate to forty per cent or more. And 
so the tenant family’s $300 is actually worth much 
less than that amount in cash. 

Further handicapping the tenant is the fact that he 
has no tradition of participation. At rural churches 
one sees only an occasional man in overalls; yet many 
of the South’s landless farmers have only overalls. 
In the field of public education, children of tenant 
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A Silver Crest 


By Dan Cuartes McPuai. 





Dear God, I know that I must bear 

Of earthly ills at least my share; 
That I cannot expect to be 

A subject of immunity. 

But oh, dear Lord, let this be so, 
Whatever else may come or go 
Whatever else my lot may be, 

Help me to keep my faith in Thee. 
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If I may have a silver crest 

Upon my clouds to-day— 

Just enough of light, dear Lord, 
That I may find the way: 

I know that sometime by and by 
There’ll be a rainbow in the sky; 
That somewhere in the eternal blue 
The sun is there to soon shine through 
And light the way— 

And I shall feel supremely blest 

If I may have this one request, 

Just a tiny silver crest 

Upon my clouds to-day. 


Sanatorium, North Carolina. 
























HE prophets of Israel all exercised their min- 
istry at a period when the question of the sur- 
vival of their people was the question of the 
ly, A small state, forever buffeted by the peoples 
iiout it and generally in vassalage to one of the 
yeat world powers of the time, it was inevitable 
tut the prophets, as speakers for God, should seek 
uknow His will concerning His people Israel. Their 
j'Sons for the most part dealt with current issues, 
: litthey had also long views concerning the purpose 
| fGod for the people and land of Israel. It is to these 
. Wtophecies that Jews and Christians of our day 
lin. turn when they seek to map out the future 
l; € children of Abraham. But the strange and 
j"erse use that has been made of the prophetic 
jMttances should teach us humility in their inter- 
j tation, Certainly Christians must accept the fun- 
_— principle that the Old Testament must be 
\. ipreted in the light of the New. And, strange to 

); the New Testament teaches little about the 
q * of the land of Israel or of the national career 
a People. Its main interest is to show that in the 
Son of Jesus Christ our Lord there is fulfilled the 
€ expectations of the prophets, and a key 
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The Future of the Jews 


By Joun Stuart Conninc 


to the symbolic meaning of the Mosaic sacrificial 
system and its elaborate ritual. The Gospel with its 
commission to all people carries out the universal 
mission of Judaism which the prophets foretold. 

It is to the Apostle Paul that we owe almost the 
only anticipation of the course of events in Hebrew 
history. In the classic passage found in the eleventh 


chapter of Romans, he asks the momentous questiogggy/'"=ysaas 


“Hath God then cast away His people?” Becaugiiies 
of their rejection of Jesus as the Messiah, were thé 

to be cast aside as a broken tool from the hand of 
the workman, of no further use? He gives the em- 
phatic answer to his own question “God forbid. 
God hath not cast away His people whom He fore- 
knew.” He explains that the fall of the Jews is tem- 
porary, and that, when “the fulness of the Gentiles 
is come in,” “all Israel will be saved.” The salvation 
of the Jews will result in an unspeakable blessing, 
“life from the dead,” a springtime of blessing. Just 
what the blessing will be or how it will be brought 
about, the Apostle does not define. But it is to be by 
a gracious movement of the Spirit of God as vivi- 
fying and transforming as when spring comes to 
break the shackles of winter, to touch by its myster- 
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The Book of the Month 
aa By Criaupe H. Prircuarp* 
h 3, 
7 0 FAR as Home Missions is concerned, the Home Missions. A prayerful, careful study of 
— month of prime importance this fall is Octo- this book will reveal the great need for financial 


ber. The General Assembly at its meeting last 
\ay set apart the month of October as the season 


support. It was a book greatly needed, and will 
be used as a Presbyterian textbook on Home 


ee es ES LAD LN ill tlh lh tcl le et 


Missions for many years. The Woman’s Auxili- 
ary owe a debt of gratitude for such a valuable 
and helpful book.” 


From Georgia comes this comment: 


“Other Men Labored is a book that every 
member of our Church needs to read and study. 


for special Home Mission emphasis and study, and 
uyed its observance in all the churches. 

So far as Home Missions is concerned, the book 
581 of prime importance this fall is Other Men Labored, 
584 by Dr. Homer McMillan. This book was approved 
585 by the General Assembly as the official Home 
Mission Study Book for 1937 and commended for 


ee ee ee ee 


! we in all the organizations of the Church. “As a history of our Home Mission work, as 
ps The connection between the month and the book a composite account of achievements past and 
592 snot simply a casual one brought about by action pee eG It bee naghernsngee ee allt rire 
595 of the Assembly in authorizing the study of the ‘ ha * cr pt ag P og sesuas a i. € id 
596 wok during this particular month. The relation- ete ’ . story 0 hn agin ree beri nt 
597 hip is much more fundamental and vital than that, abors of our Home Mission workers, which this 
= for the reading and study of this book will trans- book so ably gives. 


“But as a challenge to us as Christians—the 


form the observance of the month for the individ- # 
opportunities, and the dangers that confront us— 


an al and the Church alike. 











602 There can be no half-hearted, complacent observ- _it 18. a work io eos spect ont ceca ze, 

607 ince of the Home Mission Season this year if the and an earnest endeavor to return to the verities. 

608 = of this book reaches the heart of the A Virginia leader writes as follows: 

ws esi . Pies eae oe wrist Pais a of “My hope is that every home in the Southern 

cu MiGtee whens tie: ak Taek aod heces ot Che yeaem Chetch wil not-only hee © sopy 

+ Dr. McMillan of this book in their library but will read and 

= The'wife of hare iia oes a study this Other Men Labored until they have 

617 Tans P the inspiration equal to that which I have received 

ci By) from my study.” 

F © ppt ‘Lo wt ih rentngnard Be From North Carolina comes this estimate: 

eat tatviol the: tbe cif ines Maines “Ta cover “T believe if the book is studied and well pre- 

622 mm, ; ns enguedleny a eer on . sented to our Church membership that telling 

626 nt AP Mien cite ive. smo eons Aad geet results will come from it this fall in prayer and 

628 ‘ses and races of people, so vast a territory—one ‘fts.” 

631 can only admire the author and marvel at his ere 

= tility to cover so much in so few pages. An auxiliary president writes: 

633 It should arouse interest among all classes, “There is real power in the inspiration which 

639 ind certainly should stimulate inspiration for comes with the earnest reading of Other Men 
"Rev, C. HH, Pritchard, D.D., is Educational Secretary of Home Labored. There ™ planted ™ the heart ° desire 

oe Missions, She and a determination to enter into their labors. 
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We Chank Chee 


By STELLA BLANCHE STUART 


We thank Thee, Lord, for loveliness, 
For gold-etched clouds in sunset glow, 
For azure skies, for crystal lakes, 

For lofty mountains heaped with snow. 


For harmony of quiet hearts, 

For rhythmic strains replete with words, 
For melodies where silence is, 
For trilling song from throat of birds. 


We thank Thee, Lord,-for endless faith, 
For all the blessings that we know, 

For vision to look unto the bills, 

For grace to dwell in vales below. 





The World Conference at Oxford, England 


on 


Church, Community, and State 


By Joun M. ALEXANDER* 


li the summer of 1925 the first Conference on 
Life and Work met in Stockholm. A continua- 

tion committee was set up known as the Univer- 
ul Christian Council, with sectional committees in 
various countries and with general headquarters at 
Geneva, Switzerland. 

Two years later, in 1927, the great Conference on 
Faith and Order met at Lausanne. It, too, organized 
4 continuation committee along similar lines. These 
wo continuation committees worked in close co- 
operation, for their procedure and objectives were 
overlapping. 

The leaders a few years ago saw the approaching 


ttises in church and secular affairs and the inter- 
eee 


Pa John M. Alexander, D.D., pastor of the First Presbyterian 


ph of Birmingham, Alabama, was one of the official delegates 
“our Church to the Oxford Conference. 
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relation of the one to the other. It was therefore 
planned to hold the second World Conferences of 
both movements in Great Britain in the summer of 
1937. The Universal Christian Council called the 
World Conference on Church, Community, and 
State, to meet in Oxford, July 12-25, and the Faith 
and Order Movement called its World Conference 
to meet in Edinburgh, August 3-18. 

We are all aware of the strain and stress of con- 
ditions which we are facing in the world at this 
moment. This forms a striking background and 
gives peculiar significance to these gatherings of 
Christians from all parts of the globe. The represen- 
tatives of forty-five nations and of more than one 
hundred and twenty separate denominations were 
at Oxford. There were about four hundred dele- 
gates and possibly five hundred affiliates including 
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47 By Sre.tta BLANCHE STUART 


31 Shepherds watching on the bills Wise men waiting for this Star 
88 Centuries ago Saw its wondrous light 

57 Bowed their heads in sudden awe And came riding from afar, 

58 At the Star’s white glow. | Riding day and night. 


62 Holy light, radiant light, 

” White light from the Star, 

64 Still calls wisest men of earth 
To gather from afar. 
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HE above question indicates the chief point of 

the attack now being made on Christianity. 

Many are telling us in books and magazines and 
from university chairs that in this scientific age the 
gospel is outgrown. Its message is antiquated, un- 
needed. They point to man’s marvelous increase of 
knowledge and power. They point to his ever- 
widening scientific control over nature and life, 
through which his purposes are so served, his wants 
so supplied, his life so enriched, that religion is no 
longer necessary. A pleasant and gracious thing it 
is, but not indispensable. So we are told often with 
an air of condescending pity. 

Undoubtedly, great and fruitful is modern science. 
It reveals and puts at our disposal this world’s laws 
and forces in a thousand helpful ways. Our debt to 
it is immense. But so also are its limitations. It has 
nothing to say about the world’s cause, or the world’s 
goal, or the world’s meaning. Facts it can give us in 
ever-growing number, but not the interpretation of 
the facts. 

Here are two men. Both are told by their physi- 
cians that they can live only three months. The 
same fact confronts both. In one it awakens fear, 
grief, horror. The other goes forward with a 
radiant face. Why? Because his religion so interprets 
the fact as to lift him above fear and enable him to 
lift his sorrowing family with him into comfort and 
courage. 

Here is this vast universe, with us in it, sweeping 
through space, like a mighty ship on a limitless ocean. 
Give us all the facts you please about the ship’s 
motion and mechanism. There still remain the 
supreme questions, “Where are we going? For what 
port are we headed? Is there a pilot on board? Or is 
there no port and no pilot, but only endless sailing 
on an endless sea in a ship that never will arrive?” 
As a modern American poet cries out 


“ . 
But thou, vast outbound ship of souls, what 
harbor town for thee?” 
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Can Science Supplant Religion? 


By Ecpert W. SMITH 


Two men go out in the summer night. They 
look up to the same heavens, 
“Clad in the beauty of a thousand stars.” 


One lifts a blank face, seeing only a mechanical 
process, aimless, purposeless. The other lifts an 
adoring face and cries, “The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the firmament showeth His handi- 
work.” The one sees only the facts. The other sees 
the facts plus their interpretation—the facts plus 
their purpose, their meaning, their message. 

And this human life of ours—when we come to 
the really vital questions, the whence, the why, the 
whither, science is dumb. In our crucial experiences 
of sin and shame, of sacrifice and heartbreak, of love 
and death, tortured with questionings, we want light, 
we want to see some meaning in it all. 

But this scientific age of ours has no voice, no 
vision. And all that Bertrarid Russell, its most 
eloquent devotee, can tell us is this, “Brief and power- 
less is man’s life. On him and all his race the slow, 
sure doom falls pitiless and dark.” But in the hush 
that follows this voice of despair, I hear another 
voice, “Our light affliction, which is but for a 
moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory; while we look not at the 
things which are seen, but at the things which are 
not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; 
but the things which are not seen are eternal.” 

Give us all the scientific facts and laws knowable 
by man. They are not enough. They do not even 
touch man’s deepest needs. What he wants, what 
his soul cries out for, is some interpretation of what 
life means to himself and his loved ones. And the 
most glorious interpretation of human life ever given 
is that revealed to us from above by Jesus Christ. 
The fatherhood of God, the atoning grace of the 
Son, the guidance of the Spirit, the sovereignty of 
righteousness, the law of love, the glory of service, 
the coming of the Kingdom, the eternal hope— 
never was there an interpretation like that. 
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Not only has this scientific age of ours no inter- 
pretation of nature and life, it is fatally lacking at 
another vital point. It can give us control over the 
tremendous forces of nature, but it cannot give us 
the moral and spiritual power to use that control 
aright. It puts immense forces in human hands, but 
what if those hands are morally weak and vicious? 
So great is man’s control over nature’s death-dealing 
forces that should his greed and selfishness bring on 
another world war, the human race would come near 
destroying itself. What man needs above all else is 
moral and spiritual power to use aright this mastery 
over nature. 

And where shall he get this power? Intelligence, 
however keen and cultivated, will not give it to him. 
Nay, intelligence is too often but the tool of low 
purposes. Aaron Burr had a more brilliant and cul- 
tivated mind than George Washington. Lord 
Macaulay, after a lifelong study of history, made 
this statement, that nine-tenths of the calamities 
which have befallen the human race had their origin 
in the union of high intelligence with low desires. 
And Herbert Spencer, the great expositor of science, 
adds his melancholy witness to the inability of any 
human philosophy or contrivance “to produce 
golden conduct from leaden instincts.” 

No, science, intelligence, philosophy cannot 
change man’s inner nature. Not one nor all of them 
can transmute leaden instincts into golden. But the 
Lord Jesus Christ can work this inner change. He 
can make men and women new creatures. And this 
mighty fact that men and women need not stay as 
they are, bad, weak, depraved, but may be inwardly 
transformed—this colossal fact, attested by every 
page of Christian history and by millions on earth 
and in heaven—this glorious fact, our Lord made the 
very center of His gospel, His “Glad Tidings” to 
mankind. The whole New Testament is throbbing 
with the joy of it, that no one need remain as he is, 
weak, vicious, hopeless. Among all the records of 
the human race is there anything so gladdening as 
those passages that star the New Testament pages, 
like this one from Paul, who names a long list— 
fornicators, adulterers, thieves, coveters, drunkards, 
revilers, extortioners, and then adds: “And such were 
some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, 
but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
and by the Spirit of our God.” 


One night, in a little hut in China, I met two 
faithful and devoted ruling elders of the little church. 
Those two, when the gospel first reached that village, 
were the professional gamblers of the community. 
One day in Central Africa I shook hands with a 
native evangelist, beloved by all for the sweetness of 
his spirit. A few years before he was the most dreaded 
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cannibal warrior in all that region. In every one of 
our mission fields the Saviour is walking today, just 
as He used to walk in Galilee. And to thousands of 
poor, benighted, hopeless, demon-ridden men and 
women, He is saying, just as He said to Simon and 
Andrew, “Come ye after me, and I will make you 
to become.” And they are gathering to Him by the 
thousand, each with a new heart in his breast, a new 
joy in his face, a new purpose in his life, a new hope 
and a new Master to lead him on and up. 

A new purpose in his life. There again we have 
from the living Christ what no scientific knowledge 
can give us, a supreme motive power to saintly and 
heroic living. I see David Livingstone breaking his 
way through the trackless jungles of Africa, wasted 
with fever, worn to skin and bone with eve 
imaginable privation, and yet singing (so he tells us 
in his journal), singing as he staggers along. And 
what is he singing? 

“Jesus, the very thought of Thee 

With sweetness fills my breast.” 
And on his last birthday but one we find in his 
journal this entry, “My Jesus, my King, my Life, 
my All, I again dedicate my whole self to Thee.” 

I yield to none in my admiration of what this 
scientific age has accomplished. But as well expect 
an inchworm to shoulder aside the Rocky Moun- 
tains as expect science to displace the Son of God in 
meeting those deep needs of mankind which are ever 
crying out for an Interpreter, a Transformer, an 
Inspirer, an Almighty Friend and Guide and Saviour. 

This supreme need of man is also his deepest long- 
ing, a longing blind, voiceless, misdirected, it may be, 
yet still there in some form, universal, irrepressible. 
“What are you looking for?” was asked of a 
heathen devotee on one of the sacred mountains of 
China, who had climbed the thousands of stone steps 
upon his bare and bleeding knees. “Oh,” he said, 
“T am looking for heaven.” “Have you found it?” 
“No, I feel and I feel but I cannot find the door.” 

I recently read a touching letter. It was written 
by a young Japanese woman, reared in heathenism, 
graduate of a government high school, where she 
had learned our language. She wrote in English to 
one of our young lady missionaries who had been 
kind to her. And this was what she wrote: “I cannot 
live without God. But I cannot find Him, nor even 
the path which leads to Him. Please do not forsake 
me. I believe you are the very one who will show 
me the right path and lead me to the true God.” 

What greater duty, nay, what more blessed 
privilege, can there be than to give Him, in all His 
saving love and grace, to these poor brothers and 
sisters of ours who are groping for Him, and feeling 
after Him, out yonder, in the dark? 





The Vice of Gambling 


By G. F. BeEtu 


HE amazingly rapid spread of gambling in 

America in recent years is notorious. Roger 

Babson says it is more rampant today than ever 
before in our history. The Kansas City Star predicts 
that $75,000,000 will be wagered this fall on football 
games alone. As much as a million and a half dollars, 
or more, changes hands in Louisville on ~ ay day. 
Not only racetrack gambling but all forms of gam- 
bling are steadily on the increase and are more 
tolerated and even encouraged. The Irish sweep- 
stakes—conducted in the name of charity—have 
become an American institution in which huge sums 
are wagered. In a general backwash of morals we 
are turning again to lotteries, and there is prominent 
advocacy of their full legalization. 

The amount involved annually in American gam- 
bling has been variously estimated as from four to 
six billions of dollars, a sum amply sufficient to run 
the entire Federal government a few years ago. 
Figure, if you can, the enormous amount of produc- 
tive good which could be done with this immense 
wasted sum. Half the adults in our country are said 
to engage now in gambling, to say nothing of hordes 
of children and youth. Well over half the tremen- 
dous amount mentioned goes to gambling on horse 
races. Then there are dog and foot races, various 
games and sports, slot and other machines, roulette 
wheels, craps and other dice games, numbers, raffles, 
purely speculative stock-market gambling on a wide 
scale—and what not? Slot machines, punch-boards, 
and prize boxes have been called the kindergarten of 
gambling, developing the habit in children. Gam- 
bling has also become a society mania. Fully 80 per 
cent of our gambling is said to be illegal. All of-it— 
even the pettiest forms—is essentially immoral. 

Why do people gamble? For excitement. It is a 
form of entertainment, an effort to escape from 
tedium. It is a profane worshipping at the shrine of 
“Lady Luck” and a childish looking to mere chance 
to further one’s fortunes—a get-rich-quick scheme. 
It is a soft and indulgent age seeking artificial thrills 
in place of the real and productive adventures our 
pioneer forefathers fostered. It is the resort of weak- 
lings who do not realize how much larger and more 
wholesome a thrill, with no unhappy aftermath of 
disgust, is to be had from constructive labor, from 
productive mental effort, from various forms of ex- 
ploration, from tackling social problems, from actual 
personal participation in competitive games (and that 
for the game’s sake alone) and from soul-winning 
and life-changing. It is a device by which those of 
pitifully limited constructive resources attempt to 
get something big and inspiring out of life. It is a 
cheap substitute for honest effort. 


What is the harm in gambling? Why should any 
really earnest and thoughtful soul raise that oft-asked 
question? From the far-off days of Samson and his 
ill-starred bet it has been known to be socially and 
personally demoralizing. Constantly, now as then, 
it leads to ill will, quarreling, fighting, and even 
murder or suicide. Cheating follows closely in its 
wake of course. Also peculation, embezzlement, 
and open thieving, to obtain the wherewithal to risk 
and try to recoup one’s fortunes. It inevitably blunts 
the moral sense and dries up the fountains of fraternal 
sympathy, so that wrong seems right and the winner 
has no consideration for the helpless loser. Gam- 
bling inevitably strews in its pathway heavy losses, 
desolation, want, impoverished homes and children, 
and human estrangements. And occasional winnings, 
coming easily to hand, depart as quickly or bring a 
curse with them. Those who gamble most are least 
respected. Mistakenly to call a man a gambler is to 
lay oneself liable to legal action for slander or libel. 
Dean Inge considers gambling a worse national vice 
than drunkenness. The terrible financial depression 
of recent years was the direct result of heavy and 
foolhardy gambling in the business world. 

The fact that gambling is inherently pernicious 
and injurious to public morals has long been recog- 
nized by the State in the laws everywhere passed 
against it—though it is true that some of these laws 
represent vicious class legislation, such as ruthlessly 
punishes petty gambling among the laboring classes 
and either legalizes or winks at much heavier gam- 
bling on the part of high society or in the name of 
benevolent institutions. Only a few decades ago a 
high wave of national morality had outlawed lotteries 
throughout the country, and racetrack gambling in 
the major portion of it, as many as 117 tracks having 
been closed. Big business too has always frowned 
upon gambling on the part of its employes. But just 
now we are in the midst of a great gambling upheaval 
which threatens to carry everything before it. 

But why has gambling always proven demoraliz- 
ing? What basic principles make it inherently 
pernicious? Let me name three. 

First, there is the morally and economically vicious 
idea of wanting to get something for nothing. It is 
demoralizing to mankind to look for success in life 
to a turn of luck, or chance, or to hope to make one’s 
way in the world by outguessing or outplaying some 
one else for stakes. Long ago Dr. Palmer, combating 
the infamous Louisiana lottery, called attention to a 
fundamental law of life and of the Scriptures that 
wealth is rightfully to be obtained only as a reward 
of labor, one’s own or that of some one from whom 
one properly inherits. It is essential to human de- 
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velopment that this should be so. Any easier law 
would make ours a confused world, and men a race 
of weaklings. By that law every man has a chance 
to attain success according to his own merits and 
efforts without detriment to his fellows. While in 
gambling one can win only by causing another to 
lose. Gambling has been spoken of as the idler’s 
opium, as economic anarchy, as a refusal to face 
reality, namely, the fact that wealth is made avail- 
able to men only by honest toil. 

Then gambling violates the sound Christian prin- 
ciple that life, vital energy, and property all con- 
stitute a sacred trust, designed to serve noble ends, 
for which we are responsible to God as indebted 
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stewards. Every man is called to lay himself on the 
altar of service to God and humanity and to admin- 
ister his property to advance the best interests of 
himself and family and the gospel and Kingdom of 
Christ. Wantonly to waste wealth or to risk it is 
therefore sin. We readily see that this was true of 
Charles Fox, brilliant English Secretary of State, 
when he lost $55,000 at gaming in twenty-two 
hours and saw all his goods seized for debt; of 
Gibbon, the historian, when he lost $50,000 and con- 
fessed that he had undermined his fortune through 
madness and folly; of Oliver Goldsmith, when he 
twice gambled away money given him for the pur- 
(Continued on page 9) 
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BABY ACTORS 
By Rutu ARNOLD NICKEL 


“Are you coming tq our entertainment tomorrow 
night?” asked my neighbor, Mrs. Deane. “She must 
come, mustn’t she, Son?” Five-year-old Howard 
looked at me with round gray eyes. 


“The Woman’s Auxiliary of the Lodge is giving 
it,” she went on. “We're having a Midget Wedding. 
Most of the children around here will be in it.” 
Reluctantly I agreed to take the ticket which we 
went into the house to get. 


The entertainment was scheduled for seven-thirty, 
but it was almost eight o’clock when the curtain rose 
upon what was to me an amazing spectacle. A six- 
year-old girl in trailing white with a tulle veil, 
marcelled hair and copious touches of make-up, 
stood beside a small, embarrassed boy-child in a 
diminutive full-dress suit. Facing them was a slightly 
taller boy dressed as a minister. There were brides- 
maids and ushers, and seated at the side of the stage 
were the wedding guests—none of them over six 
years old. 


There followed a parody on the marriage service 
in very poor rhyme. The audience, intent on its 
own selfish enjoyment, rocked with laughter espe- 
cially when the little groom forgot his lines and had 
to be prompted when it was time to say, “I do.” 

After the ceremony the wedding guests, who 
were dressed to represent movie and radio stars, en- 


tertained with songs and dances. My neighbor’s small 
son was in this group. All of the children were in- 
congruously dressed as grownups and had been 
coached to imitate the celebrities whom they were 
supposed to impersonate. The star of the occasion 
was five-year-old Gloria Bradford. In a sophisticated 
costume she approached the footlights, first crooned 
an adult love song and then proceeded to execute a 
tap dance. I learned from those around me that “she 
takes elocution and dancing.” 

The entertainment was over at nine-thirty, but as 
refreshments were served, most of the children did 
not leave the hall until after ten. 

It was a week later that I met Mrs. Deane and 
Howard. Howard had had a cold all the week, but 
his mother was so glad that it had held off until after 
the entertainment. I wondered if it occurred to her 
that it might have been avoided if the child had been 
spared the strain of the rehearsals and the late hours 
of the final performance. 

My interest in the subject led me to think at 
greater length about children’s entertainments. 
Howard Deane was a nervous child. Little Gloria 
Bradford, on the other hand, was chubby and had 
admirable poise. She met grownups with ease. Yet 
there was something unchildlike and artificial about 
her radiant smile. She was well aware of her own 
charm. What would she be like at sixteen? 

I learned that there was a private Play School in 
the neighborhood which most of these children at- 
tended. Unfortunately it was not taught by a trained 


kinde: 
woma 
A fea 
also h 
able 1 
speak 

oe 
the m 

As 
that | 
years 
ginne 
Chris 
day a 
childi 
I rem 
the al 
terest 
his lit 

It 1 
had a 
dren. 
had n 
them 
and ti 
for lit 
a few 
threat 
lines. 
to so 
it bee 


Epit1 
would 
mock | 
Marriz 
educat 
sacran 
and tl 
solemr 


prett 
“py 





THE PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY 7 


kindergartner, but by a well-meaning young married 
woman who needed to earn some money at home. 
A feature of this class was a yearly entertainment 
also held at night and which likewise included unsuit- 
able material for children so young. I ventured to 
speak to the teacher about it. 

“I don’t approve of it myself,” she told me, “but 
the mothers like to see their children perform.” 

As I continued to think about the matter I realized 
that I myself was not altogether blameless. Some 
years before I had helped the teacher of the Be- 
ginners’ Department of our Sunday School to give a 
Christmas entertainment. We had held it on Satur- 
day afternoon, but I blush to recall that two of the 
children cried instead of saying their pieces. And 
I remembered small Thomas’s bewilderment when 
the audience laughed because he was too much in- 
terested in the Christmas tree on the stage to say 
his lines. 

It was just a simple little entertainment and we 
had all gone home with tender thoughts of the chil- 
dren. But what had they gotten from it? True, they 
had not been kept up at night, but even so most of 
them had missed their naps. They went home excited 
and tired. They had been taught appropriate verses 
for little children, so we thought. Yet we knew that 
a few of them had been coaxed or even ridiculed and 
threatened at home until they learned and said those 
lines. And two of the children had been subjected 
to so great a strain that it had made them cry. Had 
it been worth it? I think not. 


Epitor’s Note: In connection with this article, the editor 
would like to express the fixed conviction that any type of 
mock marriage—whether a Womanless Wedding or a Midget 
Marriage—besides being in bad taste is definitely harmful in 
educational character. Marriage, while not considered a 
sacrament in our Church, is a solemn covenant before God 


and the world, and should be treated with respect and 
solemnity. 





CHILDREN’S CLOTHES 
By Laura Gray 


A girl of seven danced along on her way to school, 
humming merrily. “Hello!” she called to me. “Look 
at my pretty dress! Aunty brought it last night!” 

“Lovely!” I smiled back in surprise. Was this the 
shy, nondescript little Ann Gaunt who passed my 
door daily? Why, her face was radiant. She was a 
pretty, vivid child. I’d thought her ordinary! 

“I'm going to say a piece in school today!” 

She’d never spoken to me of her own accord be- 
fore and had scarcely answered when I had spoken 


to her. But the charm of the simple gingham frock 
and clean white socks and her freshly washed brown 
hair had entered into her spirit and radiated a delight 
too great to keep to herself. 

Do we realize how much children are affected by 
clothes—or have we forgotten? The boy or girl 
conscious, even vaguely, of being well dressed has a 
bearing among his fellows that the dowdy, not quite 
clean, child has not. A torn stocking, a spotted, ugly 
dress, untrimmed, or unbrushed hair evoke a sense 
of inferiority that tends to make the child timid, and 
friends, even teachers, quickly adopt a corresponding 
attitude. 

A girl who had been content and eager to wear the 
uniform of a private school she had attended, sur- 
prised her mother by refusing to wear the same frock 
to the public school. 

“Nonsense, Molly, of course you must wear it. 
It’s a pretty dress.” 

“I know, Mother, but nobody else wears one any- 
thing like it, and the girls make fun of me!” 

One Saturday, a boy of nine strode past my door, 
petulantly kicking stones. When he’d gone over the 
ridge he glanced back, jerked off his tam, hid it under 
a bush, pulled off his tie, opened the neck of his shirt 
and rolled up his sleeves. ‘Then, hands in pockets, he 
whistled along. Other lads similarly clad joined him. 

Ridicule from the crowd is hard for an adult to 
bear; it is genuine pain to a child. Boys are as sensitive 
as girls in this respect. If tams and neckties are not 
the fashion on play days and rolled up sleeves and 
open collars are, why then the boy is pretty likely 
to be happier if the parent doesn’t insist on more 
formal dress. 

Clothes have an educational value. To be “out of 
style” or to be untidy or badly dressed is an offense 
to those who must look at us. Flowers, birds, all are 
beautiful. Boys and girls, also, should be made per- 
sonally attractive. And if the parent begins early 
and does not lay undue stress on this particular phase 
of the subject, it is not hard to persuade the child 
that clean hands, orderly hair and a cheerful face 
play an important part in making one presentable. 

Selections of pleasing combinations can be easily 
taught to both boys and girls. However, the beauty 
of simplicity must sometimes give way to the glamor 
of bright colors. It may actually hurt a sensitive 
child to have to look daily at a dull brown or gray 
frock, unless it is relieved by a dash of bright color as 
trimming or hair ribbon. A becoming ribbon will 
often make a little girl’s heart dance. And what can’t 
one do and be when the heart is light! Harmony in 
color, when understood, is generally enjoyed quite 
as much by the young as by the more mature, and 
it is a lesson well worth teaching. 














Presbyterian Building 





BOOK REVIEWS 


WM. T. BAKER, Editor 


Richmond, Virginia 

















IMPORTANT 


Every new book in the following list may be secured from the Presbyterian Book Stores, Richmond, Va., or Texarkana, Texas. 
by General Assembly order we cannot assume the responsibility for any of these reviews, we gladly 


While, 
resent them to you in the hope that the 


comments and impressions of these Presbyterian leaders may guide you in your future book purchases. 


LIST OF BOOKS RECEIVED DURING 
OCTOBER, 1936 


Hebrew Origins, by Theophile James Meek, Harper, $2.00. 

The Living Bible, by William Clayton Bower, Harper, 
$2.00. 

Contemporary English Theology, by Walter Marshall 
Horton, Harper, $2.00. 

Brotherhood Economics, by Toyohiko Kagawa, Harper, 
$1.00. 

Procession of the Gods, by Gaius Glenn Atkins, Harper, 
$3.50. 

After Pentecost, by MacKinley Helm, Harper, $2.50. 

I Remember, by Fred B. Smith, Revell, $2.25. 

A Faith for Today, by Harris Franklin Rall, Abingdon, 
$2.00. 

Messages to Modern Youth, by Geo. A. Crapullo, Revell, 
$1.00. 

The Christian Answer to the Problem of Evil, by J. S. 
Whale, Abingdon, $1.00. 

After Death, by Leslie D. Weatherhead, Abingdon, $1.00. 

Peloubet’s Notes, by Wilbur M. Smith, D.D., Wilde, $2.00. 

Are You an Evangelist?, edited by Bishop Holt Hughes, 
Methodist Book Concern, $1.00. 

There Go the Ships, by Basil Mathews, Round Table, $1.00. 

There Go the Conquerors, by Basil Mathews, Round 
Table, $1.00. 

From Coast to Coast with the U.S. Air Mail, by Lewis 
Theiss, Wilde, $2.00. 

The Year ’Round Party Book, by Young and Gardner, 
es $1.00. 

he Junior Bible, by Goodspeed, Macmillan, $2.50. 

Bible Texts in Cross-Word Puzzles, by Chas. S. Brown, 
Wilde, $1.00. 

The Arctic Raider, by Truman Northup, Wilde, $1.00. 

The Bible to Be Read as Living Literature, arranged and 
edited by Ernest Bates, Simon & Schuster, $3.75. 


A review of the following book will be found in The 
Earnest Worker for January, 1937: 

Adult Education in the Church, by L. J. Sherrill and J. E. 
Purcell. (Presbyterian Committee of Publication, $1.25.) 


A review of the following books will be found in 
Onward: 


January 2— 

Turning Night into Day, by M. Ilin, Lippincott, $1.00. 

For Keeps, by Gertrude E. Mallette, Doubleday Doran, 
$2.00. 

Assembly Room Plays, by A. P. Sanford, Dodd, Mead, 
$2.00. 


January 17— 

101 Things for Girls to Do, by Lizzie and Arthur North, 
— $2.00. 

he Wonder Book of the Air, by C. B. Allen and L. D. 

Lyman, John C. Winston, $2.50. 

A review of the following books will be found in the 
Program Builder for January, 1937. 

Consider Africa, by Basil Mathews, M. E. M.., $1.00. 

Victorious Living, by E. Stanley Jones, Abingdon Press, 
$2.00. 


Week Day Bible Lessons, compiled by John M. Somern- | 


dike, Presbyterian Board of Christian Education, 50¢. 
Assembly Room Plays, compiled by A. P. Sanford, Dodd, 
Mead, $2.00. 
Missions Tomorrow, by Kenneth Scott Latourette, Harper, 
$2.00. 


The Master’s Influence. By Dean Chas. Reynolds Brown. 
(Cokesbury Press, $2.00.) 

Dr. Brown is Dean Emeritus of the Divinity School of Yale 
University. This book represents the Fondren Lectures at 
Southern Methodist University in 1936. Dr. Brown has the 
happy and exceedingly useful faculty of being interesting. 
He writes with a note of reality and not infrequently with a 
touch of humor. 

In defining “The Master’s Influence” he deals with the fol- 
lowing five topics: 

“The Method of His Teaching.” 
“How He Works.” 

“What He Taught.” 

“How He Lived.” 

“How He Overcame Evil.” 

His treatment of these subjects is simple and will be read 
with genuine interest and satisfaction by laymen as well as 
by ministers. It is a good book. 

Joun R. CunnINGHAM, 
First Presbyterian Church, Winston-Salem, N. C. 


The Essence of Spiritual Religion. By D. Elton Trueblood. 
(Harper & Brothers, $1.50.) 

This beautifully written book is the product of the pen of 
the Chaplain and Professor of Philosophy of Religion at 
Stanford University. Dean W. L. Sperry, who has written 
the Foreword, characterizes this book as “at once a personal 





witness and an adventure in imagination.” This is not the § 


kind of book to which one should come for a satisfying 
theological system. It should be classified as a book of per- 
sonal enrichment. This young Quaker scholar ministers to 
the unimaginative and to the spiritually threadbare mind as 
only a devout Quaker can. The chapters on “Worship in 
Spirit and in Truth” and “The Extension of the Sacramental” 
are themselves worth the price of the book. This reviewer 
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knows of no one, with the single exception of Dr. Rufus 
Jones of Haverford College, who combines so splendidly the 
practical and the mystical in his writings. The occasional 
reading of a book 7 this — = to become a at of the 
iri discipline of eve resbyterian minister and layman. 
— os gion M. oe” 
Director of Young People’s Work, Richmond, Va. 


Christ’s Adventurers. By Charles S. Muir. (Fleming H. 
Revell Company, $1.00.) 

This little book tells again the thrilling story of the heroic 
missionaries of the Cross of Christ. The collection of stories 
is chosen with a view to interesting young people; and there 
is little doubt but that it will succeed in its purpose. The 
book would have been more helpful if the author had not 

iven too much credence, as well as space, particularly in 
the period of the early Church, to traditions and legends that 
have no historical basis. With this caution, the book can be 
commended to young people. 
J. J. Murray, 
First Presbyterian Church, Lexington, Virginia. 


Handbook on Social Work Engineering—an Outline. By 
June Purcell Guild and Authur Guild. (Whittet & Shepper- 
son, $1.50.) : : 

From their many years of experience in social work, Mr. 
and Mrs. Guild have prepared a very effective handbook 
which presents clearly and simply the essential procedures 
in planning and ee an adequate community organiza- 
tion. It should be helpful reading for every minister, and 
invaluable to the church that is interested in or engaged in 
social service. The program outlined by the authors is being 
successfully followed by them in Richmond, Virginia, and 
I can bear witness to its effectiveness. 

ABNER ROBERTSON, 
Forest Hill Presbyterian Church, Richmond, Virginia. 


The New Testament as It Stands. By John H. Kerr, D.D. 
(Fleming H. Revell Company, $1.25.) 


This book by Dr. Kerr gives us a manual and guidebook 
which is adapted to the needs of the average Bible student 
and of young people. Each book of the New Testament has 
a brief chapter given to the description of its content. At the 
end of each chapter there are five questions which are 
thought-provoking but are within the range of the average 
Bible student. This is not a book that deals with critical 
problems, nor was it written to answer the questions of the 
scholars, but literally it takes the New Testament as it stands 
and aims to be helpful to the ordinary reader in his effort to 
attain a comprehensive knowledge of its contents. The view- 
point of the book is conservative. 


James L. Fow eg, 
First Presbyterian Church, Chattanooga, Tennessee. 


Indian Thought and Its Development. By Albert 
Schweitzer. (Henry Holt and Company, Inc., $2.50.) 


Beginning with the teachings of the Brahmins, Dr. 
Schweitzer follows the religious thought of India through 
Buddhism and Hinduism. His thesis is that in Indian thought 
the idea of world-and-life negation is predominant, and that 
world-view is that of mysticism in which man realizes spirit- 
ual union with infinite Being. He shows how the problem 
created by the doctrine of reincarnation was met, and traces 
the development of ethics. The chapter on Modern Indian 
Thought gives a good deal of space to Gandhi and Tagore. 
It is not a popular sort of book, but it will interest those 
who like to study the world’s religions from the philosopher’s 
standpoint. 


JoszrpH DUNGLINSON, 
First Presbyterian Church, Danville, Virginia. 





Our Cover Picture—As We See China. Despite the fact that in China a person can 
exist on a few pennies a day, the problem of the half-starved, wandering beggars who exist 
in thousands is a very real one. Here are a few of the unfortunate beggars receiving an 


insignificant dole. 





The Vice of Gambling 


(Continued from page 6) 
pose of study; and of others who have lost their 
estates and impoverished their families by heavy 
losses at gambling. 

However, when a man so risks a half or a fourth 
of his estate, or wantonly takes from his neighbor a 
slice of his personal fortune without giving him value 
received, the sin of the transaction differs only in 
degree, not in kind. It is a vicious betrayal of sacred 
stewardship. And if the amount so risked and lost or 
won is only a dollar or a dime, or even a penny, while 
the immediate consequences may be trivial, the prin- 
ciple is the same. In gambling, as in other vices, it is 
the first step which counts. The practice ever tends 
to become a habit and an excitement which grow 
upon one and lead on to more and more reckless risks 


and larger and larger stakes. Trusting to luck or 
skill in gambling is bound to become the foe of 
honest industry and thrift, both of which are cardinal 
virtues. Those who win at gaming are mean parasites 
who fatten on other people’s hard-won earnings. So 
it is that gambling has been spoken of as the supreme 
enemy of property. Robert E. Speer, in A Young 
Man’s Problems, says: “He who loses on a bet is 
spending his money in a wrong and immoral way. 
He gets nothing for it. He accomplishes nothing 
with it. It is sheer waste. No man has a right to use 
money in this way. Money is stored personality— 
human blood is in it. Such waste is awful in such a 
world of need as ours.” 

In the third place, gambling wantonly violates the 

(Continued on page 38) 
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Read a Book on Africa, January, 1937 


The General Assembly, meeting in Augusta, Georgia, May 21, 1936, recommended 


“That during the month of January, 1937, every organization of men, women, Sunday school, 
young people, and children, be urged to join in reading courses on Africa, suitable books at 7 
that time to be recommended for all departments.” 


The books listed below are recommended for the various groups and it is urged that plans for 
Reading Courses be put in motion at once. 


For Adults, Women Congo Crosses, by Julia Lake Kellersberger. 

Out of Africa, by Emory Ross. 

Consider Africa, by Basil Mathews. 

African Bridgebuilders, edited by Wm. C. Bell. 
Campfires in the Congo, by Mrs. John M. Springer. 

The Call Drum, by Mary Entwistle and Elizabeth Harris. 


Kembo, A Little Girl of Africa, by Winifred E. Barnard. 


Excellent supplementary material will be found in the October and November, 1936, issues of 
The Missionary Review of the World. 


For Young People 
For Intermediates 
For Juniors 

For Primaries 
For Beginners 





National Reconstruction in China 
The Debt to Christianity 


(A TRIBUTE FROM A JOURNALIST) 


By E. H. Anstice* 


Bvrn unbiased observer of recent years has 
borne witness to the remarkable progress made 
in China. Not always, however, have the 
Christian bodies received the credit due to them for 
the part they have played in making this progress 
possible. While they may not appear on the surface 
to be doing very much, yet it is they who laid the 
foundation stones on which modern China is being 
built; who, to employ another metaphor, prepared 
the soil in which the new spirit of national endeavor 
has been able to take root and grow. 
. When the National Government took office in 
1927, China, it is not too much to say, was only one 
step removed from chaos. Faction and civil war 
were still rife; she was on the verge of financial bank- 


*Mr. Anstice is a journalist who has lived a number of years in 
the Far East. 


ruptcy; socially and economically the country was 
in a state of ruinous disruption. Today, much of 
that has been changed. 

The outstanding features in the reconstruction 
which has taken place are: 


1. The Approach to National Unity, with Nan- 
king’s authority largely recognized; Communism 
almost suppressed in many provinces, and the 
Government looking forward to a freely elected 
People’s Conference to adopt a constitution. 

. The Improvement in Means of Communication. 
The railways have been restored from ruin and 
disrepair to efficiency and prosperity. The road 
mileage has been increased from 30,000 in 1930, 
to 75,000 in 1935. Airways have been established, 


and five services, covering between them 5,000 


miles, are in operation. 
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The Expansion of Industry. Today China manu- 
factures numbers of articles which she formerly 
had to import. 


The Improved Status of Women. A Family 
Relations Law has given daughters the same right 
to inherit as sons; wives can now own and dispose 
of property; individuals have freedom of choice 
in marriage; and adultery is recognized as a 
ground for divorce. The concubine, in fact, is 
becoming repugnant to the social conscience. At 
the same time the proposed constitution declares 
equality of all citizens before the law, irrespective 
of sex, and establishes universal suffrage at the age 
of twenty. 


The Expension and Improvement of Social Serv- 
ices. A national education system has been estab- 
lished and a national curriculum laid down. Many 
more schools have been opened and the standard 
of instruction raised. Health regulations have 
been promulgated, and a national health service 
inaugurated, (Like many things in China, how- 
ever, this is not put into operation except in big 
cities—Ed.) A start has been made in a few 
places on maternal and infant care, and on a 
school medical service. 


The Development of a Spirit of Social Service 
and Civic Responsibility. A civil service is being 
created, animated by the same ideals of service, 
honesty, and efficiency as we are accustomed to 
in England. Graft and inefficiency are certainly 
not eliminated, but the trend is definitely in that 
direction. Again, in the realm of education, many 
young men and women are devoting themselves 
without thought of reward to the task of educat- 
ing the huge adult illiterate population. 


It is this spirit that lies behind the New Life Move- 
ment inaugurated by Chiang Kai Shek in 1934, the 
object of which is to effect the social regeneration 
of the country by insisting on the virtues of good 
manners, conscientiousness, justice, and integrity. In 
the brief two years of its existence this movement 
has accomplished much. Some have been inclined to 
scoff at the emphasis laid on such simple everyday 
matters as tidiness of dress in public, the abstention 
from smoking in the street, the absence of spitting, 
and sobriety in feminine attire, but the significance 
of the change in outlook that they indicate is great. 
They are evidences of a new spirit of self-respect 
and respect for one’s neighbor, of the corporate 
spirit, in fact, which the movement set out to create. 

In practically all these things Christianity has, 
directly or indirectly, played its part. No one body, 
perhaps, except the Government itself, has done so 
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much for roadbuilding, irrigation, and ]and reclama- 
tion as the International Famine Relief Committee. 
In a sense it has showed the Government the way, 
for it was at work before the Government had made 
an effective start. 

In health and education the pioneers were the 
missionary bodies. The first schools and universities 
were established by them, and they sent abroad the 
first of the Chinese students who were to come back 
and give China the benefit of their western knowl- 
edge. Though most of these schools have now 
passed under Chinese control, many of them are still 
staffed very largely by missionary teachers. In 
health, too, missionary doctors have led the way, and 
even now seventy per cent of the hospitals in the 
country are missionary hospitals. 

The Chinese woman owes her present-day free- 
dom almost entirely to the unflagging energy and 
zeal with which Christianity has fought from the 
very beginning to improve her lot. Missionary socie- 
ties made the abolition of concubinage and footbind- 
ing one of their main objectives, and for years female 
education lay almost entirely in their hands. Even 
today the majority of China’s leading women, from 
Madam Chiang Kai Shek down, are Christians, and 
the organized woman’s movement, which is doing so 
much in the way of social reform, is largely Chris- 
tian in composition. The two most important 
women’s societies are the Young Women’s Chris- 
tian Association and the Women’s Christian Tem- 
perance Union. The former has workers in nearly 
all industrial establishments of any size, where they 
do welfare work and strive to educate women work- 
ers to a wider outlook. ‘The latter maintains hostels 
for business girls, has taken the lead in the fight for 
a single moral standard for men and women, took 
the first effective steps to deal with Shanghai’s beggar 
problem, and generally provides a platform on which 
women may express their views. 

Last but not least there is the New Life Movement. 
Its language and philosophy do not, it is true, contain 
a single direct Christian reference. They go back 
rather to Confucius and Confucian ideals. Chiang 
Kai Shek, however, is not a Confucianist, he is a 
Christian, and one cannot but think that his Christian 
associations and Christian influences have been 
mainly responsible for his decision to attempt to 
bring about a national spiritual revival. Nor, one 
thinks, it is altogether zeal for Confucianism which 
is responsible for the enthusiasm with which the 
public has responded to his lead. Christianity can 
claim some credit for the fruitfulness of the seed 
he has sown. If it has fallen on fertile ground, it is 
because Christians have for long years been turn- 
ing over the soil. 
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Read a Book on Africa, January, 1937 


The General Assembly, meeting in Augusta, Georgia, May 21, 1936, recommended 


“That during the month of January, 1937, every organization of men, women, Sunday school, 
young people, and children, be urged to join in reading courses on Africa, suitable books at 
that time to be recommended for all departments.” 


The books listed below are recommended for the various groups and it is urged that plans for 
Reading Courses be put in motion at once. 


For Adults, Women Congo Crosses, by Julia Lake Kellersberger. 

Out of Africa, by Emory Ross. 

Consider Africa, by Basil Mathews. 

African Bridgebuilders, edited by Wm. C. Bell. 
Campfires in the Congo, by Mrs. John M. Springer. 

The Call Drum, by Mary Entwistle and Elizabeth Harris. 


Kembo, A Little Girl of Africa, by Winifred E. Barnard. 


Excellent supplementary material will be found in the October and November, 1936, issues of 
The Missionary Review of the World. 


For Young People 
For Intermediates 
For Juniors 

For Primaries 
For Beginners 





National Reconstruction in China 
The Debt to Christianity 


(A TRIBUTE FROM A JOURNALIST) 
By E. H. Anstice* 


| Shoe unbiased observer of recent years has 
borne witness to the remarkable progress made 
in China. Not always, however, have the 
Christian bodies received the credit due to them for 
the part they have played in making this progress 
possible. While they may not appear on the surface 
to be doing very much, yet it is they who laid the 
foundation stones on which modern China is being 
built; who, to employ another metaphor, prepared 
the soil in which the new spirit of national endeavor 
has been able to take root and grow. 
. When the National Government took office in 
1927, China, it is not too much to say, was only one 
step removed from chaos. Faction and civil war 
were still rife; she was on the verge of financial bank- 


*Mr. Anstice is a journalist who has lived a number of years in 
the Far East. 


ruptcy; socially and economically the country was 
in a state of ruinous disruption. Today, much of 
that has been changed. 

The outstanding features in the reconstruction 
which has taken place are: 


1. The Approach to National Unity, with Nan- 
king’s authority largely recognized; Communism 
almost suppressed in many provinces, and the 
Government looking forward to a freely elected 
People’s Conference to adopt a constitution. 


. The Improvement in Means of Communication. 
The railways have been restored from ruin and 
disrepair to efficiency and prosperity. The road 
mileage has been increased from 30,000 in 1930, 
to 75,000 in 1935. Airways have been established, 
and five services, covering between them 5,000 
miles, are in operation. 
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The Expansion of Industry. Today China manu- 
factures numbers of articles which she formerly 
had to import. 


The Improved Status of Women. A Family 
Relations Law has given daughters the same right 
to inherit as sons; wives can now own and dispose 
of property; individuals have freedom of choice 
in marriage; and adultery is recognized as a 
ground for divorce. The concubine, in fact, is 
becoming repugnant to the social conscience. At 
the same time the proposed constitution declares 
equality of all citizens before the law, irrespective 
of sex, and establishes universal suffrage at the age 
of twenty. 


The Expension and Improvement of Social Serv- 
ices. A national education system has been estab- 
lished and a national curriculum laid down. Man 
more schools have been opened and the standard 
of instruction raised. Health regulations have 
been promulgated, and a national health service 
inaugurated, (Like many things in China, how- 
ever, this is not put into operation except in big 
cities—Ed.) A start has been made in a few 
places on maternal and infant care, and on a 
school medical service. 


The Development of a Spirit of Social Service 
and Civic Responsibility. A civil service is being 


created, animated by the same ideals of service, 
honesty, and efficiency as we are accustomed to 
in England. Graft and inefficiency are certainly 
not eliminated, but the trend is definitely in that 
direction. Again, in the realm of education, many 
young men and women are devoting themselves 
without thought of reward to the task of educat- 
ing the huge adult illiterate population. 


It is this spirit that lies behind the New Life Move- 
ment inaugurated by Chiang Kai Shek in 1934, the 
object of which is to effect the social regeneration 
of the country by insisting on the virtues of good 
manners, conscientiousness, justice, and integrity. In 
the brief two years of its existence this movement 
has accomplished much. Some have been inclined to 
scoff at the emphasis laid on such simple everyday 
matters as tidiness of dress in public, the abstention 
from smoking in the street, the absence of spitting, 
and sobriety in feminine attire, but the significance 
of the change in outlook that they indicate is great. 
They are evidences of a new spirit of self-respect 
and respect for one’s neighbor, of the corporate 
spirit, in fact, which the movement set out to create. 

In practically all these things Christianity has, 
directly or indirectly, played its part. No one body, 
perhaps, except the Government itself, has done so 


THE PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY 11 


much for roadbuilding, irrigation, and land reclama- 
tion as the International Famine Relief Committee. 
In a sense it has showed the Government the way, 
for it was at work before the Government had made 
an effective start. 

In health and education the pioneers were the 
missionary bodies. The first schools and universities 
were established by them, and they sent abroad the 
first of the Chinese students who were to come back 
and give China the benefit of their western knowl- 
edge. Though most of these schools have now 
passed under Chinese control, many of them are still 
staffed very largely by missionary teachers. In 
health, too, missionary doctors have led the way, and 
even now seventy per cent of the hospitals in the 
country are missionary hospitals. 

The Chinese woman owes her present-day free- 
dom almost entirely to the unflagging energy and 
zeal with which Christianity has fought from the 
very beginning to improve her lot. Missionary socie- 
ties made the abolition of concubinage and footbind- 
ing one of their main objectives, and for years female 
education lay almost entirely in their hands. Even 
today the majority of China’s leading women, from 
Madam Chiang Kai Shek down, are Christians, and 
the organized woman’s movement, which is doing so 
much in the way of social reform, is largely Chris- 
tian in composition. The two most important 
women’s societies are the Young Women’s Chris- 
tian Association and the Women’s Christian Tem- 
perance Union. The former has workers in nearly 
all industrial establishments of any size, where they 
do welfare work and strive to educate women work- 
ers to a wider outlook. ‘The latter maintains hostels 
for business girls, has taken the lead in the fight for 
a single moral standard for men and women, took 
the first effective steps to deal with Shanghai’s beggar 
problem, and generally provides a platform on which 
women may express their views. 

Last but not least there is the New Life Movement. 
Its language and philosophy do not, it is true, contain 
a single direct Christian reference. They go back 
rather to Confucius and Confucian ideals. Chiang 
Kai Shek, however, is not a Confucianist, he is a 
Christian, and one cannot but think that his Christian 
associations and Christian influences have been 
mainly responsible for his decision to attempt to 
bring about a national spiritual revival. Nor, one 
thinks, it is altogether zeal for Confucianism which 
is responsible for the enthusiasm with which the 
public has responded to his lead. Christianity can 
claim some credit for the fruitfulness of the seed 
he has sown. If it has fallen on fertile ground, it is 
because Christians have for long years been turn- 
ing over the soil. 
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Modern China owes more to Christianity, is, in- 
deed, more the creation of Christianity, than is ap- 
parent on the surface, or is generally admitted. In 
terms of converts, in the formal acceptance of Chris- 
tian dogma and Christian doctrine, progress may 
seem slow, but progress is not to be reckoned only 
in these terms. It is the spirit that matters, and if 
the individual Chinese is less self- or rather family- 
centered, and has a wider conception of his social 
responsibilities, if public life is cleaner, and graft, 
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nepotism, and inefficiency are no longer regarded as 
the natural thing, and if, as a result, public works 
forge ahead and industry thrives, then the credit must 
largely go to those Christian bodies which for long 
years have waged almost a lone fight to inculcate 
those ancient Chinese virtues, which happen also to 
be Christian virtues, of li, and i and lien and ch’ib— 
justice, integrity, conscientiousness, and considera- 
tion for others. 
Used by permission of World Dominion. 
















What Do You Do Over There? 


By Frances STRIBLING* 


VERY missionary is often asked, “What do you 
do over there?” I do not pretend to answer 
that question fully, but from my own experi- 

ence I would like to jot down a few of the ways in 
which a missionary teacher in China spends her time. 

A missionary teacher is a schoolteacher, and spends 
a great many hours of her six-day week (Saturday 
is a school day too) in the classroom, using about the 
same methods that you would in the United States, 
trying to impart information or stir adolescent brains 
to think, and still more hours correcting papers, pre- 
paring and planning lessons, and studying the 
Chinese language so that she may teach those lessons 
to Chinese students in their own language, unless 
the subject she is teaching is English, in which case 
she is spared an hour or so Chinese preparation, but 
uses up correspondingly larger number of red ames 
on English exercises. Besides this, there are faculty 
meetings and all the sundry out-of-school affairs in 
which all the teachers must take part. Dealing with 
students is not very different wherever you are, for 
students are much the same, be they white or yellow. 
That is, some are interested and quick and make 
teaching easy, and others are slow and have to be 
dragged along, or maybe flunked, and still others are 
indifferent or mischievous and do all they can to in- 
crease gray hairs. And altogether they make up the 
joy and sorrow of a teacher’s life, her opportunity 
and her challenge. 

But all these things are not the raison @étre of a 
missionary teacher’s life. They, with the daily 
routine of living, may take up three fourths or more 
of her waking hours, but they are not what takes 
her to the mission field. They are a part of the rou- 
tine, a means to an end, and they make many a con- 


*Miss Frances Stribling is an educational missionary. She teaches 
in the Union Girls’ School, Hangchow, China, in which our mission 
coéperates with other missions. 









tribution to her main purpose, but they are not the 
main purpose. That lies in other directions, for the 
chief concern of a missionary teacher, whether she 
teaches English, or music, or cooking, or Bible, or 
kindergarten normal (these last two happen to be 
my line), is the souls of the girls, and to this end she 
bends her prayers and her energies, in spite of many 
obstacles that may seem to block the way. For there 
are difficulties as well as opportunities. 

We are a registered school—I refer to the Hang- 
chow Union Girls’ School (in Chinese Hong Dao, 
meaning “Magnify the Gospel”), a boarding school 
in which I teach—and must follow the government 
curriculum and regulations for schools. One of these 
regulations is that religious classes and activities must 
be held outside of regular school hours, but “where 
there’s a will there’s a way,” and ways and means 
for reaching the girls with the gospel will spring up | 
here, there, and yonder for the teacher whose mind 
and heart are set on finding them. 

There are Bible classes, well attended, held after 
lunch and before the afternoon session begins, where 
from the precious Word of God itself many. come 
to search out the riches of the Scripture. There are 
messages on the Way of Life to be given at chapel 
and vesper services. But perhaps none of these things 
counts more than the unscheduled opportunities that 
come incidentally during off hours, and pop up un- 
expectedly in some casual conversation. Sometimes 
the most effective word for the Master is spoken 
when the girls are gathered around the bedroom 
table eating peanuts after school! Just hanging 
around and chatting about trivial happenings of the 
day, while the girls get ready for bed, may pave the 
way for deeper confidences when the occasion arises. 
Getting up in the night to administer soda mints, or 
Vicks, or a hot water bottle may be the means of 
proving an interest in something deeper than merely 
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Misssons 
physical needs. The common garden variety of 
friendliness and understanding is the best basis for 
personal work. ’ 

It is oftenest during these moments of relaxation 
that some inner yearning or need will come to light, 
and the sympathetic teacher may be able to suggest 
to the student that perhaps there are others among 
her friends who have the same problem, and why not 

et together and talk about it. Thus, what we call 
a “small group” of perhaps five or six is formed to 
solve some common difficulty or meet some com- 
mon need. Sometimes it is “to learn to pray,” some- 
times to discuss problems or doubts, sometimes to 
keep morning watch together, sometimes it is a 
group of Christian girls to pray for their non- 
Christian classmates, and so on. The small group is 
the most effective way of fostering Christian growth, 
of giving personal attention while the student still 
remains in a position where she has the support of 
her comrades. More often than not, it is from these 
groups that the strongest leaders in Christian activi- 
ties emerge. Of course there are also the strictly 
personal interviews, for some help can only be given 
as soul to soul. Every teacher prays that her eyes 
may be keen to discover discouragement, worry, 
spiritual hunger in her students at just the psy- 
chological moment when help is needed and will be 
welcomed. There is nothing more blessed than hav- 
ing the Spirit whisper a word of wisdom, or sym- 
pathy, or encouragement, to be passed on to a 
hungry or harassed soul. 

The point is to seize every soul-winning or char- 
acter-building opportunity and turn it to as much 
account as possible. We once had a Junior High III 
class (the highest class in Junior High School) which 
was the most troublesome group in school. I taught 
them English that year, and one day during the fall, 
in the midst of a monthly test, I glanced down the 
second row to find one of the honor-roll students, a 
girl with a regular Madonna face, boldly propping 
up her finished paper so that the girl diagonally be- 
hind her could copy it. At another time, they dis- 
obeyed the principal so seriously and persistently that 
she refused to let another teacher meet their class 
until they apologized. And so it went. Everybody 
had trouble with them. Then when the Committee 
on the Christmas program made their appoint- 


THE PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY 13 


ments, they asked Junior III and me to put on Bible 
tableaux of the Christmas story. How could this 
turbulent, irresponsible class put on Bible tableaux, 
requiring dignity and patience, earnestness of pur- 
pose and quietness of spirit! It seemed hopeless and 
it took a great deal of faith and prayer to get to the 
point of putting it up to them. But, with the prayer 
that they would see it for the challenge that it was, 
the matter was laid before them, and we had a heart- 
to-heart talk about what would be involved if we 
undertook to do these tableaux. They realized that 
it would mean hard work and self-control and sacri- 
fice of time, but would also offer the opportunity 
of getting the Christmas message across to others in 
the school, some of whom knew very little of the 
gospel message. They answered the challenge and, 
in a spirit of humbleness and earnestness threw them- 
selves wholeheartedly into the task, and, of course, 
they got the message across, not only to the audience 
but to themselves, from Mary, my Madonna face of 
the former incident, to those who stayed behind the 
scenes to manage stage properties and lights. I do 
not mean that it turned them into little tin angels, 
nor that the non-Christians in the class all came rush- 
ing to join the church, but it did something to their 
characters that will stay by them, and it gave us 
something to work on. It was a real spiritual victory 
for the girls, to say nothing of the boost it gave to 
the faith of the teachers concerned. All things count 
in the work of the Kingdom. 

And then, for the missionary teacher, there is daily 
living side-by-side with those she would reach, per- 
haps rooming in the dormitory to make the contact 
closer, so that they may see that she is not a bein 
of different order than they, but that she combs her 
hair and washes her face, gets hungry or cold or 
tired, in much the same way as they; that she is sub- 
ject to the same feelings of joy or sorrow, pleasure 
or disappointment, as they are; and that if there is a 
difference, it is in whether or not she has accepted 
Jesus Christ as her Saviour and given her life into 
His keeping. Yes, just living with them daily and 
being friends is a pretty good way to incline them 
to listen when she talks in chapel or teaches a Bible 
class. And just between you and me, it is far easier 
to teach a Bible class than it is to measure up to what 

(Continued on page 22) 
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Everyday Scenes in China 
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Tor tert—A Chinese city gate. Borrom Ltert—This man mends shoes while you wait. Tor ricHt—Canal near Chinese 


homes. Everything is washed in the same place and the same water. CentER r1iGHT—Rice field with canals running through. 
Bottom ricHt—A buffalo cow in a rice field. These cows are used for plowing fields. They also give milk for those who 


use it—missionaries and some Chinese. These cows are very gentle, although sometimes they get angry and do a great deal 
of damage to the people who offend them. 








The Christian Warfare in China 


By DorotHy RUTHERFORD* 


HINA is a land of strong contrasts, a land of 
brilliant sunshine and dark shadows. It is a land 
of splendor and squalor, of beauty indescribable 

and of great sordidness. 

All over China there are beautiful temples, and in 
them are insanitary rooms full of grotesque images, 
with diseased and dirty priests in attendance. Glori- 
ous golden-roofed palaces stand dreaming among 
lotus lakes; ancient memorial arches of marvelous 
coloring and architecture are set in the midst of mur- 
muring pine woods, and poverty, misery, and degra- 
dation are found at the gates. 

It is the same with China’s history. The glory of 
her great achievements in the past, and of her age- 
long civilization, meets the horrors of heathenism, 
vice, and cruelty. China’s glory and her shame are 
mingled together in one bitter cup which her people, 
old and young, are drinking today to its dregs. 

The same strange contrast that is seen in the coun- 
try itself is found in the ideas about the Chinese that 
are prevalent in. Western lands. Sometimes the 
Chinese are painted for us as the typical villains of 
the cinema film, wily, subtle, and mysterious, capable 
of any dark and dreadful deed. Or again, they are 
pictured as the heroes of the novels written by cer- 
tain authors (and especially authoresses) who show 
us China as a land of culture, beauty, and delight, 
inhabited by a splendid race whose ancient civiliza- 
tion and traditions have shown them to be gentle and 
intellectual. We are told that they have an elaborate 
etiquette, and a lofty code of ethics, and a culture 
far in advance of any which our crude Western ideas 
can bring to them. Both pictures are equally wide 
of the mark. 

What then is the true picture of the Chinese? 
Probably it is a mixture of these with something else 
added. The third element is just a tremendous share 
of that common human nature which binds us all 
together. The Chinese are by nature a race of 
humorous, kindly people, with a wonderful faculty 
for friendship, and a genius for patient endurance. 
The power of endurance has preserved them through 
the ages, and makes them still able to exist as a great 
nation today. Heathenism is not a popular or a polite 
word to use, judged by the standards of the modern 
world, but heathenism is the only word to use to 
describe some of the conditions that prevail in China 
today. 

I wonder, do these people who write the beautiful 
stories about an idealized China ever actually look 


*Miss Dorothy Rutherford has worked in Manchuria with the 
Church of Scotland Mission since 1919. 


at that land except through their rose-colored spec- 
tacles? Do they ever see in China a land where 
grinding poverty holds great masses of the people 
down to semi-starvation level all their life long; 
where disease, unchecked and unalleviated, ravages 
the lives of millions? And where one can still see 
that human labor is often counted cheaper than that 
of beasts, where violence abounds, and where judg- 
ment is bought and sold? That is what we, who live 
in China, see there. But we also see another and a 
far-different sight. We see a multitude of young 
Chinese rising up to follow in the footsteps of those 
who all through the ages of their country’s history 
have been most honored—men who, living in sim- 
plicity, have protested against the evil around them, 
and have often sealed their protest with their lives. 

We see these young men and women of New 
China, a great host, armed only with the weapons of 
their own youth, and hope, and gallant spirit, rising 
up to fight against the powers of evil that would 
destroy their land. We see them coming into the 
cities from their little country hamlets and villages, 
eagerly entering the Government colleges and uni- 
versities, confident in their faith in Western learning, 
in scientific knowledge and achievement, in the 
modernization of their national life, in mathematics 
and mechanics, the aeroplane and the machine age, 
believing that in these is to be found their country’s 
salvation. 

We see them sailing to the West, to America and 
England and the countries of the continent of 
Europe, still in pursuit of this knowledge that is to 
save their beloved land from all its troubles. And we 
see them returning to China full of high hopes and 
eager enthusiasm, ready to help to bring in the 
new era. 

Then, gradually, as they struggle in the midst of 
the reality of things in China, we often see them 
lose that hope. The banners of their militant enthu- 
siasm begin to droop in their hands. Proud as they 
are of their heritage, loving their country with a 
passionate sincerity, these young Chinese find their 
strength sapped by the atmosphere of evil that rises 
like a miasma from China’s lack of Christian prin- 
ciple. Struggle as they will, they find themselves 
irresistibly drawn into the quagmire of graft and 
political chaos which is everywhere around them. 


One of the features of China today is the great 
sadness and despair that overtake her students when 
they realize the true conditions which oppose them- 
selves to their reforming zeal. A few turn to suicide 
for relief, while others, after a period of mental 
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stress, give up the fight, throw down the weapons 
of their spiritual warfare, and join in the universal 
pursuit fr material gain. Is there no hope for China? 
There is indeed a great hope. For we see coming to 
the rescue another army, the Christian Church in 
China. 

This great army has within it Christian believers 
of many a differing shade of denominational teach- 
ing, yet united in the warfare for China’s salvation 
as they are united in one Lord, one faith, one bap- 
tism. There are veterans among them, both Chinese 
and Western, men and women who in earlier days 
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passed through the fires of persecution, and bear the 
scars of it still upon them—the marks of the Lord 
Jesus. And this army, too, is recruited in great 
numbers from the ranks of youth. Its young 
soldiery, like that other eager host of young Chinese, 
is ardent to obtain all the learning of the West. But 
the difference is that to these young Christians it is 
not in material things or in any worldly power that 
salvation lies; their inspiration and their strength 
come from the Cross where the young Prince of 
Glory died. 


(Continued on page 25) 





Are the Chinese Ever Happy? 


By W. H. Hupson* 


EPLYING to the question, “Are the Chinese 
ever happy?” it is not easy to say “yes” or 
“no” without explanation. 

By custom, training, and habit, they seem to be 
usually serious, always on guard, as if not wishing 
the inside self to be revealed, discovered, or even 
suspected. 

After acquaintance and mutual confidence, they 
are quite as human as the rest of us. I quote some 
voluntary remarks from a few representative types, 
none of them professing Christians. 

From the richest man in Kashing, “I am always 
anxious, so many trying to get my money or 
property.” 

From the then highest official, “I am very lonely, 
cannot associate with people below me.” 

From the greatest classical scholar, “Learning alone 
does not give the power to do.” 

; From a retired politician, “Popularity does not 
ast.” 

From a local philanthropist, “People enjoy, seldom 
appreciate benefits.” 

From a beggar, “I am free and that is all I have.” 


*Rev. W. H. Hudson, D.D., is an evangelistic missionary located 
in Kashing, Che., China. He has been in China forty-three years. 


From a business man, “To outwit others is the 
zest of life.” 

From a labor leader, “Fear of hunger makes men 
work.” 

From a gentleman gambler, “Luck decides it all.” 

From a convicted thief, “I am ashamed to be 
caught.” 

From a criminal on the way to execution, “Curses 
on the judge.” 

The above are suggestive, not exhaustive. Look- 
ing on the outside, the following seem to be happy 
at the time: Old men drinking, young men feasting, 
old women gossipping, young women ultra-stylish, 
boys and girls at play. A Chinese babe, if healthy, 
is the happiest of all, after that, suspicion and fear 
begin to darken the life and sin grows. What can 
Jesus Christ do for such people? Again, observing 
outwardly, He sets them free from fear, stirs the 
heart to truer desires, and strengthens the will. 
Mature Christian say, “My heart is at peace.” 

Chinese Christian experience is a “Pilgrim’s Prog- 
ress,” Chinese edition. Their victories are valuable 
evidence, their defeats deplorable. Chinese Chris- 
tians will bring their glory and honor into Christ’s 
own Kingdom. It is a privilege to work with and 
for them—most for Him. 





Dr. George C. Worth 


It is with deepest regret that we announce that a cable has been received from China giving the sad 
news of the passing of Dr. George C. Worth, of Kiangyin. The cable contained no details as to the occa- 
sion of the death of this beloved missionary. 

Dr. Worth had been in China since 1895, and was therefore one of our senior workers on that field. 
His friends in this country are many. Only recently he was at his home in the United States on furlough, 
returning to China in August, 1936. He leaves two missionary children in China and one in Africa. 


A fuller account of his life will appear in an early issue of the Survey. 


H. K. T. 
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The Observation Tower 


By P. Frank Price* 


HE Leagues of Ten. Our friend, General Paul 
Tl oa (Chang Chih’Kiang) who was in the 

United States for a while and of whose itinerary 
I wrote in a former article, has returned to China 
fired with new zeal for Christ and country. All this 
week the Executive Committee of his Leagues of Ten 
has been meeting and making large plans. The title 
of the organization is very euphonious in Chinese, 
though not so much so in English. But the idea is 
dynamic, “Save the country through the faith and 
works of Chinese Christians.” ‘The main points are: 
Spiritual exercise through Bible study and prayer, 
physical training (“sens sana in corpore sano”), 
church attendance, personal testimony, winning 
others to Christ. Entirely outside of the churches, 
though with the backing of prominent Christians, 
this organization, evangelical in its message, makes a 
strong appeal to young China. And as an indigenous 
movement in the direction of Christianizing China, 
it is significant. Another encouraging fact regards 
General Feng Yu-hsiang. Some years ago he was 
widely known as the “Christian General.” Later his 
faith lapsed, giving much concern to his Christian 
friends throughout the world. He is now, it seems, 
coming back, largely through the influence of Gen- 
eral Chang, who in the first place was brought to 
Christ largely through General Feng. He was Gen- 
eral Feng’s first in command in the Northern army. 
“God moves in a mysterious way His wonders to 
perform.” 

A Radio Message. The Chinese Government has a 
powerful central broadcasting radio station in Nan- 
king. Lately they have been putting on English pro- 
grams in the evening. Soon after my return, I re- 
ceived an invitation to speak for twenty minutes at 
nine o’clock on the evening of October 2. The sub- 
ject selected was, “China and America—Neighbors 
and Friends.’’ The talk was dedicated to good will 
between America and China. While speaking of the 
mutual contributions in personality between the two 
countries, I alluded to the missionary contribution 
to China. The talk was broadcast throughout China, 
and, because it was short circuited, might have been 
heard in America by anyone who knew about it and 
wished to pick it up. It was afterwards reported in 
the local papers. Friends who tuned in have told 
me that the sound was very clear. I mention this to 
illustrate the varied opportunities of the present hour. 

“Rev, P. Frank Price, D.D., is an evangelictic and educational 
missionary, having served our China Mission since 1890. He was 


honored by the Church at home when, at the Diamond Jubilee 


General Assembly, meeting in Augusta, Georgia, he was chosen 
as Moderator. 


The Home Church. We are immersed in the work 
in China again, and we feel that we are in the line 
of duty. However, the interests of the Home Church 
are a continual burden on my heart. And the Lord 
willing, I hope to return to the United States in 
April, 1937, and be at home for a month’s campaign 
before the meeting of the General Assembly, attend 
that meeting, and answer other calls before return- 
ing to China in the early fall. A generous friend has 
made this financially possible, and I trust the way 
may otherwise be opened. In this whole responsi- 
bility, I crave your earnest prayers. 

Speaking of intercessory prayer, what could be 
more touching and cheering than the following from 
a venerable but very active friend at Davidson Col- 
lege? He wrote in his steamer letter: “As long as 
memory or mind stays with me I shall have you on 
my heart, and ask the blessings of God’s grace and 
providence upon you and yours, as I ask them for 
myself.” 

“Telling all the Chinese about Jesus.” When we 
were in Winnsboro, S. C., last June, the three-year- 
old grandson of the pastor and his wife, Dr. and Mrs. 
G. G. Mayes, made a very naive remark. He knew 
Miss Charlotte Dunlap of that church, also at home 
on furlough, and had been told how she worked in 
China. Then he was told of our coming and that 
we were missionaries to China. He was puzzled and 
said to his mother, “Why I thought Miss Charlotte 
had told all the Chinese about Jesus.” 

The little lad will soon learn better and may him- 
self be a missionary some day. But some much older 
than he have never taken in the greatness of the task, 
the fewness of the workers and the urgency of the 
work. 

Pointers. The steamer which we came over on had 
two cargoes. One was scrap iron for Japan, and the 
other was missionaries for the Far East. 

The Seminary opened with 65 students, the largest 
number since the break in 1927. The Woman’s Bible 
School has 45, an excellent enrollment under the cir- 
cumstances. These all represent all parts of the coun- 
try and a score of denominations, principally Presby- 
terian. 

One of the features of the celebration of China’s 
Independence Day (October 10) was the presence at 
the stadium of eleven thousand Boy and Girl Scouts. 
They were from all provinces of China, including 
the lost provinces. 

The leaders of the nation are under a tremendous 
strain. The load they carry is crushing, and some 
of them are breaking under it. Madam Chiang Kai- 
shek, the wife of the Generalissimo, is in imminent 
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danger of a collapse. Both he and she stand in the 
need of prayer. They daily pray together in the 
morning, and he also prays alone. Recently a visitor 
wanted to see him at a certain time in the afternoon. 
He was told he would have to wait—that it was the 
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General’s hour for afternoon prayer. This reminds 
one of Chinese Gordon and the white handkerchief 
before his tent. Let us thank God that the ruler of 
China is a Christian, and that he prays, and let us 
pray with him and for him. 





East Hell Temple 


By Aurte LancasteR MonTGcoMERY* 


R ECENTLY we took some guests to see the big 
“East Hell Temple” (Taoist). A very re- 
spectable looking old man—not a priest— 
showed us around. He said that his work was to look 
for the sparks from burning incense and paper 
money, truly necessary on such a windy day! Evi- 
dently he picks up small sums acting as guide to 
worshippers. Surely not many can know all the 
deities, their powers and attributes, about which he 
poured such reams of superstitious jargon into our 
ears. 

On the two sides of the 100-foot court are twenty 
groups of images vividly depicting the punishments 
of the wicked in hell. The small size of the sufferers 
makes the horrors less terrifying, but, even so, one 
likes to lift his eyes to the towering old ginkgo trees 
that “lift their arms to God” between the man-made 
ugly things. Each group has a life-size figure of a 
deity (they are ancient heroes who have been made 
gods), with all sorts of attendants, demons, and 
monstrosities. The victims are all only a foot or less 
high—being sawn asunder, crushed by millstones, 
etc., etc. 

In the high-ceilinged hall beyond, there are walls 
to the north, east, and west; but the south side, on 
the court, has only the big columns that support the 
roof. Here enthroned aloft is the colossal gold- 
covered image of the Ruler of East Hell. There are, 
in all, four images of him. One, still more mag- 
nificent, in a flowing robe of red satin, “receives” 
in a huge hall behind. In a small room—small com- 
pared to these “halls”—is the “resting-at-ease like- 
ness.” Still east of that is the likeness that is carried 
in processions. To the east of it is the official’s lady, 
sitting in her bedroom, which is completely fur- 
nished, where many attendants of all sizes stand 
about her. 

Another section has life-size figures of three ladies 
of ancient days who, by haunting and harming the 
living, get themselves offerings and attentions. Fear 


“Mrs. J. N. Montgomery is an evangelistic missionary located at 
Hwaianfu, Ku., China. 


and dread motivate everything. Crowds of women’s 
figures are lined up in this hall. “If they haven’t the 
money for a large image, they put in a small one, or 
even just a spirit tablet to attest that the person rep- 
resented is attending on the deities.” Our guide 
named this one and that. One in a separate alcove 
was the image of a woman who had lived fifteen 
miles away, who had all her life been sickly because 
of the influence of these “goddesses.” She had this 
shrine made that after death she might appease them. 

A feature of this “Westminster Abbey of Hwaian” 
is the crowd of life-size images of local citizens— 
about 2,000 of them, our guide said. They are done 
in natural colors in mud, and they are truly remark- 
able likenesses! It is a spooky thing to stand in the 
midst of them. It seems that by thus in effigy at- 
tending the official, they are assured of position in 
the spirit realm that it all represents. Each bears a 
painted card, blank if the subject is still living, in- 
scribed with his name if he has passed on. “Formerly 
it cost around $200 to get one of these images in. 
Since the 1927 Revolution, it is much cheaper.” They 
are constantly repainted by relatives who hope thus 
to avoid the evil influence or invoke the aid of the 
departed. 

Other halls house fearsome figures depicting the 
deities who govern fire, wind, and disasters of all 
kinds. A much-used group is the midwife deity 
and attendants—the products of suffering women’s 
nightmares, the guide said—and one can believe it! 
A group of three midwives were deified (by having 
their likenesses enshrined here) by the grateful dao 
tai (high official under the Empire) when his grand- 
son was born to his adopted nephew (he never had 
ason), forty years ago. We knew this “baby’s” wife, 
a great niece of Li Hung Chang’s. They moved 
away in 1925. 

The tracts and gospels I offered as we left were 


eagerly accepted by our guide, who had a Christian § 


relative, and eight or ten men, some of whom had 
been making offerings—perhaps in proxy. Many of 
them knew that these things are false and that we 
stand for something good. 


E' 
Fir. 
old fr 
Then 
one h 
tion O 
tion ¢ 
midst 
ing tl 
prefer 
very 
of dey 
from 
very | 
With 
the n 
what 
mistal 
treme 
will n 

Thi 
day, t 
then t 
where 
come 
that wv 
impor 

Th 
the w 
since 1 
dition 
we ha 
got ba 
tions, 
very | 
ma I 
who | 
latter. 
from | 
was tl 
exami 
an inc 
portar 
esophz 
cut in 
be ren 
on Sey 

Nur 


*Dr. 1 
the staff 





rs a 

in- 
erly 
in. 
hey 
chus 
the 


the 
F all 
eity 
en’s 
e it! 
ving 

dao 
and- 

had 
wife, 
oved 


were 
stian 


had § 


Ly of 


t we 


After Furlough—What? 


By L. Netson BE.Li* 


VERY missionary passes through three definite 
hases of feeling when returning to the field 
after a furlough in the homeland. 

First, there is the happiness and delight at seeing 
old friends and sensing their pleasure in one’s return. 
Then there follows a decided reaction, a feeling that 
one has hit the depths. This is due to a fresh realiza- 
tion of the problems of the work, the obvious opposi- 
tion of Satan, the unpleasant aspects of life in the 
midst of non-Christian surroundings; in fact, a feel- 
ing that home is a lovely place and greatly to be 
preferred to this. Of course, it is because of these 
very things that we become missionaries, this sense 
of depression only resulting from the sudden change 
from America to the interior of China, sensing the 
very great differences. Then there is the third stage. 
With this stage there comes a new realization of 
the need of these people, a deeper appreciation of 
what the Saviour has done for us, also the very un- 
mistakable feeling that here one can do a work 
tremendously worth-while and which, but for us, 
will not be done. 

This time I think the first stage lasted about a 
day, the second possibly two or three days, and since 
then there is a most soul-satisfying feeling of being 
where I know God wants me to be. With that has 
come complete contentment and a sense or assurance 
that what I can do here is infinitely greater and more 
important than anything I might do in the homeland. 

The day after our arrival I was precipitated into 
the work by a series of emergency operations, and 
since then have been busier than ever before. In ad- 
dition to the clinic, administrative, and other work, 
we have averaged ten operations every day since I 
got back, except Sunday. This includes minor opera- 
tions, X-ray examinations, etc., and also a great many 
very serious major surgical cases. Some of these 
have been unusual, to say the least. One was a man 
who had swallowed his false teeth and plate. The 
latter had metal hooks on it and was over two inches 
from tip to tip. It had ruptured the esophagus and 
was thoroughly fixed, low in the neck. An X-ray 
examination showed its position, and, after making 
an incision in the neck, on the side, pushing the im- 
portant nerves and vessels out of the way, the 
esophagus was opened, and then the plate had to be 
cut in three pieces with bone forceps before it could 
be removed. The patient is well and left the hospital 
on September 26. 


Numerous tumors, obstetrical operations, a bad 


*Dr. L. Nelson Bell is a medical missionary and is a member of 


the staff of the Tsing-Kiang-pu General Hospital. 


case of eclampsia, cancer, appendicitis, deep abscesses, 
fractures, etc., have made up the run of cases. Every 
bed in the hospital has been occupied and we have a 
waiting list each day. 

I have been impressed, too, with an increased spirit 
of codperation on the part of the patients. One way 
in which this has manifested itself has been in secur- 
ing donors for blood transfusions. In the past this 
has often been most difficult, even from close rela- 
tives of the patients. Since I came back this time, 
though, we have had occasion to give ten trans- 
fusions, and have asked nineteen people to act as 
donors. Only one of these nineteen refused. Of 
course the blood was not suitable in every case, but 
the first step is consent of the donor, and this change 
of attitude is most gratifying. 

What is the attitude of the people to the gospel? 
The open-mindedness and willingness of the people 
to listen to the gospel message has increased, if any- 
thing, during the past year. For the open door God 
has set before us we should be profoundly thankful. 
The very opportunity challenges us with a feeling 
of our responsibility. 

What of the political situation? You get that from 
your daily papers. It has been tense, to say the least, 
the last few days, although we have had no reper- 
cussions. Many of us, Chinese and foreign, think 
the recent series of murders of Japanese throughout 
China has been inspired by Moscow. What the end 
will be no one knows. 

In the light of experiences in America and the 
work here, where would I rather be? I ask this 
hypothetical question only because some at home 
seemed to think we would rather stay there. A 
thousand times let me say that I want to be right 
here, where I am. When you are sure you are in 
the place God wants you to be, any other place 
would make everything out of gear. Many, many 
times since our return, we have thanked God for 
permitting us to come back here and share in this 
work. In this, as in other things, Mrs. Bell and I 
see eye-to-eye—just another of the many blessings 
we enjoy. 

Two nights ago I got word that soldiers were 
guarding the hospital gate, and in a few minutes three 
men, representatives of the local officials, called. 
They said they had just had a wire from Nanking 
saying a Communist soldier, much wanted by the 
Government, was a patient here. He proved to be 
a young fellow we had operated on that morning 
for a gunshot wound of the knee. The next day they 
took him to the local detention camp, having had 
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him heavily guarded all night. After church this 
afternoon I went to see him again, and took a nurse 
along to dress his leg. We will send a nurse each 
day to do this. He seems an unusually intelligent 
and nice fellow, and so very appreciative of all we 
have done for him. When I left him, I gave him 
some Christian books, including a copy of the Gos- 
pel of John, and the next day he told me he had 
already read a good deal of them. There are goo 
prisoners in this detention camp, and the commander 
let me give out hundreds of tracts and books for 
them. 

In closing, I want to ask your definite prayers 
for two things: 

A. The Government is seeking to make the Nurses’ 
Training Schools register under terms which will 
eliminate Christian teaching from their curriculum 
and also open the way for the worship of Sun Yat 
Sen’s picture in a special service each week. Of 
course we will not agree to this, and we are fully 
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prepared to withdraw our training school from the 
Nurses Association of China, but registration has 
many advantages, and it is our prayer that the au- 
thorities may yet see the unfairness in injecting a 
religious issue into the training of nurses. Please pray 
that this may be the case, if it is the Lord’s will. 


B. Please pray daily for this hospital, that the Holy 
Spirit may work in the heart of each of us who work 
here, also that many of the patients may be definitely 
led to Christ. God has richly blessed this hospital as 
an institution for the relief of suffering and also as 
a direct evangelistic agency. For this reason, Satan 
has tried and is trying to hinder in many ways. Just 
pray that Satan himself may be hindered in his op- 
position and that God’s name may be glorified daily. 


Some friends made it possible for me to get some 
very fine equipment just before I returned to China, 
and it is all proving a great boon to the work and I 
am deeply grateful. 





Transformed Lives 


By Marion Witcox* 


N my first country trip after my return to 
China from furlough, I had the joy of helping 


to take down the idols and have a Christian 
service in a home in the newest part of our field. 
Mrs. Loh, 75 years old, and Mr. Loh, 82 years old, 
were first interested in Christianity because of the 
change in their daughter-in-law after she became a 
Christian. Formerly, Mrs. Loh, who liked to have 
her own way and did not hesitate to say so, and the 
daughter-in-law, who liked her own way equally 
well, could not live together at all—there was con- 
tinual discord. Since the younger Mrs. Loh became 
a Christian, they have lived together quite happily, 
and the older couple knew that there was a reason 
for this change. This summer the older Mrs. Loh 
wasn’t well, and she went to the chapel and lived for 
nine days with the two Bible women out there. 
They are unusually fine young women, and she said 
that she had never seen such kindness and considera- 
tion. At the end of the nine days, she went home 
much better than when she had come. Also, she had 
practically decided that she wanted to be a Chris- 
tian. It takes real courage, though, to forsake the 
gods of a lifetime, and the Devil saw to it that she 
did not have an easy time. In the end, however, she 
decided that only the Lord could supply her needs, 


*Miss Marion Wilcox is an evangelistic missionary stationed at 
Kiangyin, Ku., China. 


so she asked us to come and help them to set up their 
home as a Christian home. It was lovely to see the 
smiles on the faces of these two old people as we 
talked with them, and to hear them say again and 
again, “Oh, we are not afraid. If we were, we would 
not be taking this step.” 

Old Mr. Loh had planned to use $100.00 in idol 
worship after his wife’s death, to help make her way 
as easy as possible. Now he knows that this would 
do no good, and any way she will not need it, so he 
is giving her this money, and she used part of it to 
come up to the conference in November. Old Mrs. 
Loh was very ill in March—so ill, in fact, that her 
grave clothes had been put on her. Now she says 
over and over, “Isn’t it wonderful that the Lord 
raised me up so that I could have this happiness now 
—and then, just think what I have in store for me 
over There!” 


At another place I visited soon after I got back to 
China, I rejoiced especially at the earnestness of one 
Christian family whom I had not known well before. 
The man seemed of more than average ability, and 
when I asked about him I found that he had been a 
fortuneteller before his conversion, and had held 
quite a position of authority. It is part of the work 
of such men to set lucky dates for weddings and 
funerals; to select sights for houses, graves, etc. And 
woe to the family who tries to do these important 
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things without his advice. A very earnest Christian 
family near him were building a new house, and of 
course he was asked nothing about it. As he looked 
over the ground, just for his own satisfaction, he said 
that it was an especially unlucky place for a house 
and that the family would have much sickness and 
many deaths if they moved in. When time passed 
and everything went well with the Christian family, 
he began to doubt the potency of his charms. At 
the same time he was looking at Christians and 
Christianity. 

Sometime later a member of another Christian 
family was being buried, and again he was not con- 
sulted, but again he looked the land over and said, 
“If other members of that family do not die within 
two months I am perfectly willing to say that there 
is nothing to my fortunetelling and to become a 
Christian.” The two months passed uneventfully for 
the Christian family, and, true to his word, Mr. 
Tsang, the fortuneteller, burned all his books, said 
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to be worth $500.00, and enrolled as an enquirer. 
This was some years ago, and his life.since then has 
shown him to be a real Christian, and it was with 
joy that we saw him installed as a deacon in 
September. 

He has a rice shop now, and I wonder how many 
Christians at home are as generous with their stores 
as he is. We were having some meetings in his town, 
and three days in succession his store was turned into 
a preaching hall for the whole morning, and crowds 
heard the gospel there. Of course there was no busi- 
ness those days—there was no time or space for it— 
but, judging by his face, Mr. Tsang was quite satis- 
fied and eager to have the meetings go on just. as 
long as we could stay. 

Many more things rejoiced my heart, but these 
incidents will show you that the Lord is really work- 
ing here, and that we need your prayers as we try 
to take advantage of the wonderful opportunities 
that are ours. 





“Omitted in the Distribution of the Elements” 


By GENEvIEVE MarcHANtT* 
O* MY first visit to the vast country evangel- 


istic field of Mr. Sydenstricker’s, I heard the 

story of a lone woman who is the only 
known witness to the gospel light in her small 
village. 

More than thirty years ago, when Dr. Gammon 
was at the height of his evangelistic zeal, he 
started a flourishing church in that village. But, 
when the Lavras schools began to grow, he was 
forced to devote the time and energy to them 
which should have been shared by reinforcements 
which failed to come, so he had to give up itinerat- 
ing to a large degree, and the little isolated flock 
with no under-shepherd to protect them from the 
ravening wolves, gradually scattered. A wealthy 
farmer who lived a few miles away, had erected a 
building, but as there was no one to call the peo- 
ple together to hear the Word of Life, the village 
boys so abused it that the farmer remodeled it into 
a cottage and it became a residence. 

We cannot tell by what manifold processes God’s 
seed, abandoned by men, is kept alive. The fact is 
that Mr. Davis, having occasion to pass through 
that country section some ten years ago, preached 
to a group of people who received the Word with 


“Miss Marchant is an evangelistic missionary and organizer of 
Women’s Work in the East Brazil Mission. She is located at Tres 
Coragoes, E. de Minas. At present Miss Marchant is on furlough 
and the Women’s Work is in charge of a native Brazilian woman. 


joy, and are bringing forth fruit with perseverance. 
Among them was Dona Bem. She had had a won- 
derful visit to her sister and was baptized into the 
faith of Jesus Christ. She returned to her village 
home, where she lived in dependence upon unbe- 
lieving relatives, and eagerly told them the Good 
News which she had heard, but the message fell 
upon deaf ears. Persecution arose, and her tongue 
became more quiet. But when she heard that, after 
seven years without a preacher, a lay evangelist 
had penetrated into that isolated zone, she arose at 
daybreak and, with limbs now stiffened with age, 
walked over those miles of country path to her 
sister’s home, where again she heard with joy the 
message of salvation. 

At the time of my visit, her sister, Dona Emilia, 
in whose home I was entertained, asked eagerly: 
“Did you see Bem as you came through the vil- 
lage? She would be so glad to walk over here and 
be with you while you are here.” I had not seen 
her because no one had told me about her. One 
of her nephews went for her, but she was too sick 
to come. My trip carried me in the opposite direc- 
tion, so I did not get to see Dona Bem. (Bem is a 
pet name, equivalent to “Dearie.”) 

A rather unexpected second opportunity to visit 
that field came, so I resolved to spend the night and 
visit Dona Bem, and try to break up a few clods in 
the village to see if the precious seed, so long dor- 
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mant, might spring forth. What a delightful time 
we had together! We sang some hymns, read some 
passages, prayed together, and just talked. How 
sweet is the communion of saints! The only other 
person who joined us was an elderly man who heard 
I was there and came in to attack me (verbally 
only, of course). We had a spirited conversation, 
and I did not feel defeated because they that were 
with me were more than they that were with him. 
So we parted in a friendly spirit, though he did not 
admit his defeat. 

Dona Bem said: “I have wondered often why no 
pastor has ever remembered to come here and 
bring us the Lord’s Supper. I long to sit at His 
table.” I was glad to tell her that Mr. Sydenstricker 
had sent word by me that on his next visit he would 
celebrate communion. Long years of waiting had 
made her skeptical. “Qual! Dona Genoveva,” she 
said. (Qual is almost equivalent to the American 
expression “Yeah”, though not so rude sounding.) 
“Qual! I have been a baptized member of the 
church for nine years and have never had an oppor- 
tunity to partake of communion. Now I am an old, 
feeble woman and no longer have any hope of 
partaking of it on this earth, only in heaven, by 
the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

I explained to her that Mr. Sydenstricker was the 
only ordained evangelist in all that vast region, that 
he had to travel a thousand miles to cover his entire 
field; that he had many churches and congregations 
under his care, and she must not feel that she was 
forgotten, it was just impossible for one man to do 
it all. 

I was reminded of that little story which Dr. 
Reavis used to tell so effectively, of the pastor of a 
great city church who once dreamed that he was 
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administering communion in his church. At the 
close of the distribution, he asked the usual ques- 
tion: “If anyone has been omitted in the distribu- 
tion of the elements, let him raise his right hand.” 
He seemed to see a great multitude of hands raised 
before him—brown hands, yellow hands, black, 
white and red hands—those who had been “omitted” 
in the distribution of the Lord’s Supper. That min- 
ister awoke to a new missionary zeal. 


And I thought that Dona Bem’s withered and 
toiled-hardened hand would have been raised, for 
she had been omitted. Involuntarily? Certainly, on 
the part of the East Brazil Mission. For years we 
have been clamoring for replacements, if not ad- 
vance. But the home Church? 


Some weeks later I had a letter from a member 
of that country congregation in which he spoke 
of the joy that they had recently had in the visit 
of Mr. Sydenstricker, and he was especially glad 
to have had the solemn privilege of sitting together 
at the Lord’s table for the first time. 


When I later saw Mr. Sydenstricker, I asked 
eagerly if Dona Bem had been present at the Lord’s 
Supper. He said, no. Again she had been sick and 
could not go, and she lived so far off his route that 
he could not take the time to go to her, for many 
congregations were waiting for him. So Dona Bem 
is still being omitted. 


Oh, when will our Southern Presbyterian Church 
awake and send the needed workers to the mission 
fields, so that all God’s children may have the 
longed-for privileges which in the homeland are 
so often not even appreciated? 


The Jubilee increase of tithers will make it pos- 
sible. “Pray ye therefore.” 





What Do You Do Over There? 


you have taught when the merciless eyes of youth 
are turned on your personal life and what you do 
and say and feel when off guard! 

And then there is Sunday. What does a missionary 
teacher do on Sunday? Sunday is most of all a day 
of “assembling together.” Family prayers will start 
the day, and morning Sunday school and church will 
probably be preceded by a meeting to plan the pro- 
gram for street Sunday school, which is usually 
taught by high-school students. After dinner there 
will be street Sunday school for the poor children 
who roam the streets and love to come in and sing 
and hear stories. In our school, this Sunday school 
is followed by a playground hour for the same chil- 
dren. During the afternoon there will be an evange- 
listic meeting at the church for passers-by. A group 


(Continued from page 13) 


of church people, which some of our students and 
teachers often join, will stand at the gate and sing 
gospel choruses to attract pedestrians, and will then 
invite them in, while another group stays inside and 
takes turns preaching to those who enter. Our 
church stands on a corner at the intersection of five 
streets, three of which are very busy. Many out of 
the crowds of people who pass by have plenty of 
time to stop and satisfy their curiosity as to what 
is going on. And so the seed is sown. 

These are a few of the things that daily occupy 
the time and thoughts of a teacher who has been 
given the privilege of having a part in taking to the 
youth of distant lands the Good News of Salvation 
through Jesus Christ, and the setting forth of His 
way of Life. 
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Meeting of 22 presbyterials held in Kwangju, Korea 


Presbyterials Meet in Kwangju, Korea 


By Exiza Emerson TALMADGE* 


HIS year the General Assembly of our Presby- 
terian Church in Korea met in Kwangju. Every 
year the representatives of our auxiliaries and 
missionary societies meet two days in advance of 
this meeting. There are twenty-four presbyteries, 
and under them twenty-two presbyterials have been 
organized. We had a splendid meeting, quiet, well- 
behaved, and all received a spiritual blessing. We 
are proud of our Korean sisters and what they can do. 
One picture is the group of delegates. You can 
find among them the Americans. Miss Fontaine, 
Mrs. Newland, Miss Greene, Mrs. Linton, Miss 
Biggar, Miss Miller, and the writer, from our mis- 
sion. Fifth from the left on the front row is Mrs. 
Pilly Kim Choi, whom so many of our ladies know. 
Next to her is Miss Sun Ho Kim, the missionary 
whom the women of Korea send to the women of 
China. The next two are our president, Miss Maria 
Kim, and vice-president, Mrs. Sunam Yi. In the 
ninth place is Mrs. Chung Hie Yun, the Bible woman 
that is sent to preach among the Korean immigrants 
to Manchuria. The picture was taken in front of 
the Neel Bible School. The stone in the background 
is not a tombstone, but the memorial given to Miss 
Shepping on her twentieth anniversary in Korea. 
Her real tombstone, also given by the Koreans, is up 


on the hill above the trees where her tired body was 
put to rest. 





. *Mrs. J. V. N. Talmadge is an evangelistic missionary, located at 
Kwangju, Korea. She and Dr. Talmadge have been serving our 
Korea Mission since 1910. 
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The other picture is Miss Sun Ho Kim, the mis- 
sionary in her Chinese clothes, and Mrs. Chung Hie 
Yun, the Bible woman to Manchuria. This was taken 
by the Yangnim Church which you can see in the 
background. 

Having this meeting down in the southern part 
of Korea was a great blessing to our women. Miss 
Kim’s missionary report sounded strangely familiar 
to those of us 
who had made 
addresses at 
home. She is 
home on her 
first furlough, 
and is being 
used of the 
Lord to en- 
courage this 
foreign mission 
enterprise by 
the Koreans 
themselves. 
We are glad to 
have had her 
make this per- 
sonal visit, as 
the women 
now know — 
where their Ricut—Mrs. Chung Hie Yun 
auxiliary fees Lert—Mrs. Sun Ho Kim 


go and are much more interested in this work. 














Reminiscences of the Hospital 


Told by Partye SOUTHERLAND to CAROLYN RoGERs* 


Members of the class which graduated, December, 1936 


ee HAT a memorable time that was, that 
day in May, 1923, when the Coppedges 
moved into their home across the alley- 
way, leaving the hospital to me, with the help of 
one Mexican graduate nurse! For some time we 
had had a few patients in one room of what was to 
be the hospital, but now the hospital was equipped 
with 18 beds and was ready for real work. A Ger- 
man surgeon, a newcomer to Mexico, who was look- 
ing for a place where he could perform his opera- 
tions and where he would feel safe in leaving his 
patients afterwards, was to operate at eight in the 
morning of that opening day. How much would 
— on the success of that operation,—and we 
still lacked many necessary articles of equipment, 
among them the almost indispensable sterilizer! 
“The morning came. Most of the night, I had sat 
up trying to sterilize the dressings that were to be 
used, in a crude electric oven, but were they really 
sterile? Had the current been strong enough to 
produce sufficient heat? Both the Mexican nurse 
and I were worn out already, and perhaps, after all, 


*Miss Southerland is a registered nurse, member of the staff of 
Morelia Hospital “La Luz.” Miss Rogers is the evangelistic member 
of the staff of the hospital, Morelia, Mich., Mexico. 


our efforts had been to no effect. These thoughts 
would keep coming to my mind as eight o’clock drew 
near. So you can know how relieved and thankful 
we were when in walked the German surgeon 
bringing his own sterilized dressings! 

“After that, this doctor’s dressings were used for 
all big operations, but, for sterilizing bandages for 
other uses, the little oven continued to serve for 
many months. 

“How different it is now, with our 36 beds, 
splendid operating equipment, and excellent electric 
sterilizer which can be operated by several of our 
ten student nurses! 

“At first we had trouble keeping our student 
nurses. Sooner or later, before graduating they 
would give up the course. We afterwards found 
that our head nurse, fearing that she might lose her 
position if graduates of our own institution were 
available to take her place, succeeded in making them 
sufficiently discontented to give up their nursing 
career. It was a blessing when she married, and since 
that time each class has been graduated after its three 
years of study. 

“There had been a great deal of opposition to our 
work, both from the doctors of Morelia, and from 
the Catholics. Many of the patients who now come 
openly to the consulting rooms, in former years 
came covertly. A woman who is still living across 
the street from the hospital came one evening for a 
consultation, and became so terrified when she 
thought that some of her aristocratic friends were 
at the front door of the hospital and would see her, 
that she ran out the back door and jumped off the 
high porch into the garden, hurting her ankle quite 
badly. When our work was starting, the priests of 
the city threatened excommunication for anyone re- 
ceiving medical attention in the hospital, but later 
both priests and nuns were among our patients. 

“There have been whispering campaigns against 
the hospital, and boycotts by the other doctors; open 
attacks have been published in the newspapers of 
Morelia, and Dr. Coppedge has been accused of, and 
even tried for, malpractice; but none of these things 
has hurt our work. We have had a slow but steady 
growth, each year showing a slight increase in both 
the number of patients treated and the number of 
those received for hospitalization. During the first 
year we had only 6g in-patients, the next year, 108, 
and last year the number reached 508. Besides these 
bed-patients, there were 5,759 office patients. Last 
month there were 60 patients received, the largest 
number for any one month since the hospital was 
founded, and just yesterday and today we have 
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turned away seven would-be patients because there 
was no room for them. Many of the doctors of 
the city are glad to codperate with Dr. Coppedge 
now, and we usually have one or more patients of 
other doctors in the hospital.” 


* * # 


The hospital was well named “La Luz’ because 
it has been a light shining in this part of a dark 
country. Many towns and villages have received 
the gospel through patients who have returned to 
their homes, having experienced a cure for sin in 
the cleansing blood of Jesus Christ, and who carry 
this news of the Great Physician to their families 
and neighbors. Few are the villages around Morelia 
that have not sent patients to the “Sanatorio La Luz,” 
and where there are former patients there are always 
groups of people who “hear us gladly” because they 
have learned to feel confidence in us through our 
contact in the hospital. Some individuals, who never 
return to their families bearing the Good News, meet 
their God trusting not in their alms, their penances, 
the sacraments, and the masses to be offered for them 
after their death, but only in the sacrifice of the High 
Priest who offered Himself once for all. 

Recently a fine-looking, well-to-do man from 
Mexico City was brought to the hospital injured in 
an automobile accident. A slight operation was 


found to be necessary, and, before it was performed, 
he showed great nervousness and fear of taking the 
ether. After Dr. Coppedge asked one of the nurses 
to pray, as is his custom before operating, the patient 
relaxed, and, after the prayer, took the anaesthetic 
quietly. The next day he said that the prayer had 
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made him realize that the cause of his unhappiness 
and fear was his not being “en gracia con Dios” 
(right with God), and that it was the means of his 
putting himself in God’s care, relieved of all the 
terror he had felt of death. He often asked that 
someone read the Bible and pray with him, and when 
he left the hospital he was happy to be carrying a 
New Testament with him, a gift from the institution. 

Few people come to the hospital who do not read 
and carry away one or more tracts or a Testament. 
Occasionally someone will refuse to read or hear 
any of the Word of God, but even they cannot help 
hearing the hymns and often the Bible readings and 
prayers of the morning worship. There were al- 
most fifty people at prayers one morning last week, 
and our recent average attendance has been around 
35. Most mornings there is at least one who is hear- 
ing the gospel for the first time. 

Of course there are disappointments. Many who 
listen hungrily while they are sick, and seem to have 
accepted the way of salvation, fall under the barrage 
of temptations after leaving the hospital and revert 
to their old lives. Many go down under the op- 
position and ridicule of their families or friends. But 
some, thank God, do remain faithful and live as a 
witness to the saving power of Christ. So many 
seeds are sown, and what a sad thing it is to see 
many of the little plants that spring up choked out 
by the weeds that in this country grow so rank. 
However, we have already seen many of the plants 
come to maturity, so we thank the Lord of the 
harvest, and look to Him to prepare the soil and 
guard the seeds and plants, that there may be a full 
fruitage in His own good time. 





The Christian Warfare in China 


This Christian army in China is not a great host in 
numbers like those to whose help they go. Here in 
Manchuria, among all the thirty million inhabitants, 
there are less than nine thousand Christian com- 
municants—that is to say, scarcely one person in 
three thousand is a baptized Christian. The figure 
for China proper is about one in a thousand. But the 
Christian army goes on in the strength of God, and 
the power and influence of its deeds and words are 
felt from end to end of China. Into the councils of 
the Government, as well as into the humblest village 
homes in the remotest districts, we see Christ’s 
banners go. 

All through the land there are groups of Chinese 
Christian leaders, pioneers—both men and women— 
In every sphere of life and action. Christian min- 
isters, Christian doctors, Christian educationists, 
Christian statesmen are bringing their own land of 
China the one thing that alone can save her—the 
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knowledge of God in Christ. And these people are 
looking to us today for help, for missionaries were 
never more needed than they are in China at the 
present time. The Christian Church in China is ask- 
ing for recruits who are willing to throw their lives 
into the struggle, knowing that God is in the field, 
and that God must triumph. 

In this great crusade the Chinese need help from 
the West; men and women who will be content to 
bring their gifts to the service of the Chinese Church 
and who will take their part in training Chinese lead- 
ers for that Church. For it is here that the hope of 
China lies. 

China can ultimately be evangelized only by the 
Chinese themselves. It is still our task to train them 
for the work of evangelism. The “Son of God goes 
forth to war” in China today. His army, the Chris- 
tian Church in China, will surely gain the field. 

Reprinted by permission of World Dominion. 











February 1—Miss Lena Fontaine, Korea. 

February 2—Rev. W. F. Bull, Korea. 

February 3—Mrs. Langdon M. Henderlite, Brazil. 

February 3—Mrs. J. C. Crane, Korea. 

February 3—Rev. Edward E. Lane, Brazil. 

February 3—Rev. H. L. Ross, Mexico. 

February 3—Mrs. J. I. Paisley, Korea. 

February 4—Mrs. A. R. Craig, China. 

February 4—Dr. J. T. Smith, Africa. 

February 5—Miss Ida M. Black, Africa. 

February 6—Mrs. Wm. Hollister, Korea. 

February 7—Rev. L. C. M. Smythe, Japan. 

February 7—Mr. M. L. Swinehart, Korea. — 

February 8—Rev. William A. Linton, Korea. 

February 8—Mrs. J. B. Woods, China. 

February 8—Mrs. Felix B. Welton, China. 

February 9—Miss Lillian Austin, Korea. 

February 9—Mrs. Louis C. Brand, Korea. 

February g—Rev. W. H. Hudson, China. 

February 9—Mrs. H. H. Munroe, Japan. 

February 9—Mrs. Henry M. Woods, China (Re- 
tired), in U. S., address 5 S. Ox- 
ford Ave., Ventnor, N. J. 

February 10—Miss Susanne Colton, Korea. 

February 1o—Rev. L. I. Moffett, China. 

February 12—Mrs. L. T. Newland, Korea. 

February 13—Rev. J. R. Woodson, Brazil. 

February 14—Miss Sadie Buckland, Korea. (Re- 





tired. Address 1105 S. 22nd St., 
Birmingham, Ala.) 


Happy Birthday to You! 


February 
February 
February 
February 
February 


February 
February 
February 
February 
February 
February 
February 
February 
February 
February 
February 
February 
February 
February 


Nore:—A birthday card with signature only and unsealed, 
bearing a 1% cent stamp, may be mailed to any of the above, 
to the address which appears in the back of every other issue 
of this magazine. Star before missionary’s name indicates “on 
furlough.” The home address will be supplied by the Educa- 
tional Department, Box 330, Nashville, Tennessee, on request. 
If cards are sealed, regular first-class postage must be paid— 
5 cents to Africa, China, Japan and Korea; 3 cents to Mexico 


and Brazil. 





14—Dr. J. McL. Rogers, Korea. 

14—Rev. H. M. Washburn, Africa. 

15—Dr. Felix B. Welton, China. 

16—Miss Lucy Grier, China. 

17—Mrs. H. S. Allyn, Brazil (Retired), 
Address care of Lyman Allen, 
Agencia do Pan Air Ave. Rio 
Branka, Rio Janeiro, Brazil. 

20—Mrs. S. M. Erickson, Japan. 

21—Mrs. E. H. Hamilton, China. 

21—Rev. L. O. McCutchen, Korea. 

21—Mrs. M. P. Young, China. 

23—Mrs. Lloyd K. Boggs, Korea. 

24—Mrs. A. H. Miller, Africa. 

25—Miss Mary Lee Sloan, China. 

25—Rev. J. C. Crane, Korea. 

25—Rev. F. W. Price, China. 

26—Rev. A. L. Davis, Brazil. 

26—Rev. C. H. Smith, China. 

28—Miss Virginia Allen, Africa. 

28—Dr. Wm. Hollister, Korea. 

28—Mrs. Vernon A. Crawford, Japan. 







Hidden Treasure 


What are we urged to do during the month of 
January? 

What are the outstanding features in National Re- 
construction in China that are attributed in part, 
at least, te Christian missions? 

What is the meaning of the Chinese words, /i, li’en 
and ch’ib? 

What is the meaning of the Chinese name for the 
Hangchow Union Girls School? 

Are these schoolgirls any different from schoolgirls 
in America? 

How were the mischievous students won? 

Mention some contrasts in China. 
















































































How many Christian communicants are there among 


the 30,000,000 inhabitants of Manchuria? 
Who organized the Leagues of Ten in China? 
What was the subject of Dr. Price’s radio talk? 


What two cargoes went over to China on the same 


ship? 


What was Mr. Loh planning to do with $100.00? 


What experience made the fortuneteller turn to 


Christianity? 


What unusual operation did Dr. Bell perform, re- 


cently, in China? 


What is the Chinese Government seeking to do in 
connection with Nurses’ Training Schools? 








ARRIVALS 
Arrica—Rev. and Mrs. J. W. Allen. 
Rev. and Mrs. Wm. M. Anderson, Jr. 
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Missionary Arrivals and Departures 


DEPARTURES 


Cuina—Rev. and Mrs. Lacy L. Little. 
Mexico—Miss Letty Beaty. 
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Home Missions in Kentucky 


By E. V. Tapiock* 


RESBYTERIANISM in Kentucky had its gene- 
Ps in 1783, when David Rice, home missionary 

commissioned by the Presbytery of Hanover, 
crossed the Appalachian Mountains to minister to 
the pioneer settlers. That was nine years after the 
founding of Harrodsburg, the first settlement within 
the bounds of what afterward became the state of 
Kentucky. The first fruits of his labors were the 
churches of Harrodsburg, Danville, and New Provi- 
dence, all founded in 1785. 

At that time the Synod of New York and Phila- 
delphia included the Presbytery of Hanover in Vir- 
ginia, which in turn included the wilds of Kentucky. 
On May 22, 1786, the Synod of New York and 
Philadelphia set apart the district of Kentucky from 
the Presbytery of Hanover into the Presbytery of 
Transylvania. A year later the Presbytery of Tran- 
sylvania was organized at a meeting held in the 
courthouse at Danville. Five ministers and five rul- 
ing elders were present. Rev. David Rice was 
elected moderator and Rev. Andrew McClure stated 
clerk. The bounds of the presbytery were from the 
southern part of Ohio on the north to the Cum- 
berland River country in Tennessee on the south, 
and from Virginia on the east to the Mississippi on 
the west. 

In 1788 the Synod of New York and Philadelphia 
erected the Synod of Virginia, composed of the 
presbyteries of Hanover, Redstone, Lexington, and 
Transylvania. 

The rapidity of the settlement and development of 
Kentucky is indicated by the fact:that on June 4, 
1792, the State was admitted to the Union, just 
eighteen years after the first settlement was effected. 

_In the year 1798, Transylvania Presbytery peti- 
tioned the Synod of Virginia to divide it into three 
presbyteries. This the synod did at its next meeting. 
The presbyteries were Transylvania, West Lexing- 
ton, and Washington. Transylvania was south and 





*Rev. E. V. Tadlock, D.D., Winchester, Kentucky, is Superin- 


tendent of Mountain Work. 
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west of the Kentucky River, including the settle- 
ments on the Cumberland River, and was composed 
of ten ministers. West Lexington was west of the 
main Licking River and north of the Kentucky 
River, and was composed of nine ministers. Wash- 
ington was east of the Licking River and north of 
the Ohio River, and had seven ministers. It will be 
observed that the three presbyteries spread into the 
states of Kentucky, Ohio, and Tennessee, those 
states having at the time no western boundaries. 

On October 3, 1801, the Synod of Virginia pe- 
titioned the General Assembly, which had been or- 
ganized at Philadelphia in 1789, to divide its pres- 
byteries into three synods. The Assembly granted 
the request May 28, 1802, authorizing the synods of 
Virginia, Pittsburg, and Kentucky. Pursuant to an 
order of the General Assembly, the Synod of Ken- 
tucky, consisting of its three presbyteries, convened 
at Lexington, Kentucky, October 14, 1802. At the 
same meeting, the synod created out of territory be- 
longing to Transylvania Presbytery the Cumber- 
land Presbytery. The new presbytery included 
western Kentucky, Tennessee, and Ohio. 

This was a period of phenomenal church growth, 
due to a widespread religious revival, which was 
most marked in Western Kentucky and Tennessee, 
where it was called the “great awakening.” The lack 
of trained ministers to take care of the influx of 
church members induced the Presbytery of Cumber- 
land to ordain men lacking in the required college 
and seminary training. This called forth the censure 
of the synod, and in 1806 the dissolution of Cumber- 
land Presbytery and the return of the territory to 
Transylvania Presbytery. Synod’s action, appar- 
ently out of sympathy with the spiritual exigency 
of the section, gave offense to the many who with- 
drew and founded the Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church. 

The Christian, or Disciple’s Church, was an out- 
growth of the same revival, and Alexander Camp- 
bell, who founded it, was at the outset a Presbyterian 
minister. One wonders what might have been the 
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Former church building at Harrodsburg, Kentucky. 
Organized 1785 


outcome if the synod had followed a policy of pa- 


tient understanding and sympathetic helpfulness. 
The same conjecture applies to all the divisive con- 


troversies that have marked Presbyterianism 
throughout its history in America. 

In 1810 the synod set apart unto the Presbytery 
of Muhlenburg the western part of Kentucky, being 
approximately the territory of the former Presbytery 
of Cumberland. 

The history of Presbyterianism in Kentucky is 
unique and to a considerable extent apart from that 
of Presbyterianism in other sections of the nation. 
It has been w rought out under conditions of peculiar 
difficulty. The seventy-five vears following the dis- 
solution of the Presbytery of Cumberland were years 
of bitter doctrinal and political controversy; the for- 
mer, largely waged against Presbyterianism, came to 
a climax in the debate between Alexander Campbell 
and Nathan L. Rice at Lexington, during November 
and December of 1843; the latter culminating in the 
excision of what became the Synod of Kentucky, 
U. S., in 1866, and the subsequent litigation over 
property titles. All such controversies are despirit- 
ualizing and tend to divert the Church from its true 
mission—evangelism. Kentucky Presbyterianism 
still wears in its body the scars, and in its spirit the 
weakness engendered i in those conflicts. Something 
of the effect is seen in the fact that, although the 
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synod came out of the division of 1866 with about 
g,000 members, it had in 1880 only 10,000 members, 
The period from the outbreak of the War Between 
the States in 1861 to 1880 was therefore static—little 
progress was made. 

However, in 1880 a new day began to dawn, when 
Dr. Stuart Robinson, pastor of the Second Church, 
Louisville, began the promotion of an evangelistic 
movement within the Church in Kentucky. He 
called for twenty-five cents from each of the 10,000 
members for that purpose, but received only $1,200, 
His death, in 1881, only a few days before the meet- 
ing of synod, produced a profound impression. The 
synod, in session at Nicholasville, was thrilled when 
Dr. E. W. Bedinger read a telegram from ruling 
elders Bennett H. Young and E. W. Veech offering 
to duplicate every dollar given by the members of 
the Church up to $5,000, for a forward evangelistic 
movement. Ruling elder A. J. Alexander joined 
Messrs. Young and Veech. That year the contribu- 
tions were $11,000. 

The synod set up the Synod’s Evangelistic Com- 
mittee and called into full-time service two evangel- 
ists, E. O. Guerrant for the eastern, and W. D. Mor- 
ton for the western section of the synod. Great zeal 
came upon all the churches. New churches were 
built, weak churches revived, and strong churches 
strengthened. Within a few years, the membership 
of the synod was doubled. The success of the move- 
ment in Kentucky attracted the attention of other 
synods, who followed the lead, with substantial 
growth in many sections of the Assembly. 

The synod was fortunate in having within its 
bounds men of evangelistic gifts and zeal. Aside 
from E. O. Guerrant and W. D. Morton, well re- 
membered are J. M. Evans and “Uncle Joe” Hop- 
per. These two men were an evangelistic team of 
great power and fruitfulness. They held meetings 
throughout the synod and received hundreds of 
members. After Mr. Evans retired, “Uncle Joe” 
continued the work to a ripe old age. Other men of 
great usefulness during this period were T. D. With- 
erspoon, L. O. Spencer, S. D. Boggs, L. H. Blanton, 
W. C. Clark, and W. H. Miley. 

Some of the financial sponsors suffered business 
reverses and were compelled to withdraw their sup- 
port. The leaders with evangelistic gifts and zeal 
passed away. Church methods and emphases 
changed. The movement gradually spent itself. In 
1911 the synod decided that the time had come to 
place responsibility for the home mission task upon 
the presbyteries. Since that time the scope of Synod’s 
Committee has been largely that of advising, sup- 


plementing, and supporting the programs of the 
presbyteries. 
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Missions 


The years 1923-25 witnessed a fruitful evangelis- 
tic forward movement sponsored by Synod’s Home 
Mission Committee and directed by Dr. W. H. Hop- 
per, Superintendent of Evangelism and Stewardship. 
Under Dr. Hopper’s vigorous and skillful leader- 
ship, there was a renewed effort and interest which 
resulted in a liberality and increase of membership 
far above the average. Since those years there has 
been no concerted synod-wide evangelistic effort, 
and the membership has remained stationary. 
During the past generation, and to the present 
time, the synod has suffered severely through an 
unforeseen and unavoidable social transition in the 
rural areas, especially in the Blue Grass section, with 
the consequent weakening or disintegration of the 
country churches. Formerly, there was almost no 
tenantry. Farm and household labor was Negro. 
The removal of the Negroes from the country left 
farmers and housewives stranded, and changed the 
entire rural set-up. Many of the landowners sur- 
rendered to the situation and moved to town, and a 
system of white tenantry or share croppers, mostly 
from the mountain section, came in. Also the pur- 
chase of large holdings by eastern people for horse 
breeding purposes dispersed many rural communities 
and churches. 
The influx of country people temporarily 


strengthened the town churches. But the dissolution’ 


of the country churches ultimately left the town 
churches without feeders, and the consequent 
weakening of the town churches began to affect 
city churches, which had been recruited from town 
and country. 

Throughout the rural area many churches stand 
idle, or greatly reduced in membership. The tenant 
class as a whole is not inclined toward the church, 
and, if it were, it could but meagerly support a mod- 
ern church program. Many areas therefore present 
a home mission problem of great need and diffi- 
culty. Funds with which to support preachers to 
meet this need are not available, and, if they were, a 
particular type of preacher, possessed of great con- 
secration, humility, vision, and ability to share with 
and win his people would be required. 

Under present circumstances, the only approxi- 
mate solution of the problem would seem to be the 
recognition upon the part of town pastors and con- 
gregations of their responsibility for rural areas 
within their reach. Consecrated officers and teachers 
could call together unchurched groups for Sunday 
school and prayer services, and pastors could give 
them afternoon or evening preaching services. This 
would demand effort, consecration, and vision that 


is not now in sight, but which would return large 
spiritual dividends. 














Present church building at Harrodsburg, Kentucky. This 
church together with Danville and New Providence churches 
were the first organized in the year 1785 


Under the present set-up in Kentucky, each pres- 
bytery has its Home Mission Committee, usually 
divided into sub-committees for various phases of 
the work. The type of work of the presbyteries 
varies as the characters of the areas embraced b 
them. Guerrant Presbytery, on the east, is wholly 
mountainous and home mission, having only one 
self-supporting church. It was organized in 1925, 
out of territory ceded by the presbyteries of Abing- 
don, Knoxville, and West Lexington. Because it em- 
braces the major portion of the Guerrant Inland 
Mission, turned over to the Assembly in 1911, its 
numerous churches, missions, and three schools re- 
ceive substantial support from the Executive Com- 
mittee of Home Missions, with additional support 
from Synod’s Home Mission Committee. Practically 
every organized church within its bounds conducts 
outpost Sunday schools, several of them as many as 
five. Some of its fields are making substantial prog- 
ress and bid fair to become self-supporting. 

The Presbytery of Muhlenburg, two hundred 


miles long, occupies the western end of the state. It ' 


has twenty-eight churches, ten of them self-support- 
ing, tremendously scattered, with few highways and 
railroad connections. Most of its home mission work 
is in coal-mining areas. The presbytery has a vig- 
orous home mission program, under the leadership 
of that grand old soldier of the Cross, Rev. John 
Goff, Ph.D., but it is handicapped by lack of funds, 
and by the wide separation of the churches which 
makes pastoral grouping difficult. 

Louisville is the strong presbytery of the synod. 
Its Home Mission Committee has been alert in plant- 
ing churches in growing sections of the city, and in 
developing to fulltime pastorates and self-support 
churches throughout its far-flung bounds, recently 
increased by territory from the dissolved Presbytery 
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Paint Lick Church, Kentucky 


of Ebenezer. It has the outstanding Negro mission 
of the Assembly, and its liberality, disbursed through 
Synod’s Home Mission treasurer, contributes to the 
home mission programs of other presbyteries. 
Transylvania Presbytery embraces most of the 
churches founded by “Father” David Rice, and is 
rich in historic associations. It has for years fostered 
a mountain mission at Mt. Victory, Pulaski County. 
It has also inculcated in some of its town churches a 
sense of responsibility for adjacent country fields, 
with the result that several country churches are 
carrying on which otherwise would have perished. 
West Lexington Presbytery, now called Lexing- 


ton-Ebenezer, received the major part of the terri- © 


tory of the dissolved Ebenezer Presbytery. Within 
its bounds are many of the rural churches which 
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constitute a major home mission problem. In so far 
as funds will permit, it is endeavoring to give these 
churches pastoral service and supervision. 

After all has been said, however, it must be re- 
gretfully admitted that the Synod of Kentucky is 
not the aggressive home mission and evangelistic en- 
tity it ought to be. It is not increasing its strength. 
It has not the vision and initiative that carries for- 
ward. Men of eloquence, ability, and consecration 
it unquestionably has. But far-visioned and daring 
leadership, that characterized its burst of glory and 
achievement in the era dating from 1880, it has not. 
Try to find a preacher to hold an evangelistic meet- 
ing! A few years ago that was not difficult. Today 
it is almost impossible. Preachers are not cultivating 
the gift. It is true that church methods have changed 
and emphases are being placed elsewhere. But there 
are still those who believe in meetings, and who 
hunger for the old-time seasons of refreshing that 
accompanied them. 

Kentucky has just passed through the throes of a 
political campaign (and Kentucky takes her politics 
seriously). In every courthouse there was preached 
the gospel of salvation from economic ills to over- 
flow crowds on the public square by radio transmis- 
sion. Is the army of the Lord as eager to fulfill its 
mission? Surely the preaching of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ has not lost its appeal and power! Surely the 
need for such preaching was never greater than it is 


today! 





Home Missions in West Virginia 


By J. Bratr Morton* 


‘ie history of West Virginia as a state and the 
history of the Southern Presbyterian Church 

almost coincide as to time. Both came into 
existence during the War Between the States. West 
Virginia has been called “Child of the Storm.” The 
same appellation might be applied to the Southern 
Presbyterian Church. Certainly its beginning in 
West Virginia, as well as elsewhere, was durin 
stormy times. Both State and Church were the off- 
spring of organisms with long and honorable records. 
The birth of each caused hard feelings, which have 
lasted for more than a generation; whose memories 
contain a great deal of misunderstandings, as well as 
much honor and glory for each side. The portion 
of West Virginia included in the Southern Presby- 


*Rev. J. Blair Morton, D.D., is Stated Clerk of Kanawha Presby- 
tery, and Mission Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, Charleston, 
West Virginia. 


terian Synod (this writer uses the name Southern 
Presbyterian because it locates and designates and 
explains the Church about which he is writing) lies 
in the middle and the southern part of the state. 
In 1861 the most of the present synod was within 
the bounds of Greenbrier Presbytery. Lexington 
Presbytery, now as then, a part of the Synod of Vir- 
ginia, had organized some churches north of Green- 
brier Presbytery, within the bounds of West Vir- 
ginia, as the state is now constituted. The late 
Tygart’s Valley Presbytery was erected later on, by 
order of Lexington Presbytery, in the Davis Memo- 
rial Presbyterian Church at Elkins, West Virginia. 
Montgomery Presbytery organized a church at 
Princeton in 1854, and did evangelistic work in 
McDowell County, West Virginia, about the same 
time. This county afterwards became a part of 
Abingdon Presbytery, now a part of the Synod of 
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Appalachia. But the major territory of the present 
synod was originally the Presbytery of Greenbrier. 
This presbytery was originally a part of Lexington 
Presbytery, being set apart and constituted a presby- 
tery on April 12, 1838. Its first meeting was held in 
the “Old Stone Church” at Lewisburg. Dr. John 
McElhenny preached the opening sermon from 
Psalms 20:5, “And in the name of our God we will 
set up our banner.” A number of the charter 
churches of this presbytery are still doing good 
work. 


Traits, RAmLRoaps AND Harp Roaps 


It is said by a noted historian that only on account 
of its railroads was the union of the United States 
made possible. The two earlier railroad systems fol- 
lowed two of the most noted Indian trails, of which 
there were quite a number. The reason for mention- 
ing this is that it has raised some speculation along 
the line of a great “If.” It has been said, for instance, 
that, if the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad had been 
built, as was once proposed, where the Chesapeake 
& Ohio Railroad was later constructed—that is from 
Richmond over the mountains and down the Great 
Kanawha valley to the Ohio—the Confederate Gov- 
ernment might have won, etc., etc. The point is that 
the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad was constructed be- 
fore the Civil War, entering the state over the moun- 
tains from Harper’s Ferry and reaching the Ohio at 
Wheeling. It brought settlers and emigrants from 
the northern part of the country, and was the con- 
necting link between Washington and the West. 
The Chesapeake & Ohio Railroad was not finished 
until 1872. 

Trails are mentioned because the early pioneer 
ministers travelled the Indians trails, on horseback 
and on foot. Long before there was a railroad, 
churches had been organized along the Great 
Kanawha, even to its mouth at Pt. Pleasant. There 
seem to have been giants in those days, giants of 
zeal and perseverance. Hard roads are mentioned 
because the future evangelization will go forward on 
rubber wheels. Today the Synod of West Virginia 
is an aggressive organic unit because of the available 
hard roads. The railroads have made industry pos- 
sible and brought in an increasing population. Espe- 
cially is this true in regard to the coal business. What 
this synod needs, as much or more than any one 
thing, is more zealous, evangelistic-minded minis- 
ters, who will be willing to make the spiritual de- 
velopment of West Virginia their lifework. The 
writer has in mind many who have made home mis- 
sion work in this state just a steppingstone to what 
may be thought of as a larger and more important 
field. Of course, also, the unequal division of the 
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“stuff” (I Samuel 30:24) has perhaps forced some 
to seek new pastures. The point is that the remotest 
mountain fastnesses of yesterday are being rapidly 
brought within easy access by improved roads and 
cars. More than half of the two millions of people, 
composing the population of West Virginia, are 
located within the bounds of this synod. Of these 
two millions, about 1,250,000 live outside the cities, 
while over 1,500,000 of them are native-born whites. 
Much less than fifty per cent of them have been 
brought to Christ. Of the above this is the sum: 
The Synod of West Virginia, as now constituted, is 
about 150 miles long and 125 miles wide (extreme 
limits), and is by no means a square. Within its 
borders are about 1,200,000 people, over two-thirds 
of whom are native-born white people. It is a terri- 
tory “that is compact together” by all modern means 
of travel, whither the industrialists of many other 
states have come to develop its almost inexhaustible 
stores of coal, oil, gas, etc. Its growing population 
has been reached by almost every variety of modern 
improvements, but, while enjoying many facilities 
that make living easier and happier, well-equipped 
churches and Sabbath-school buildings are con- 
spicuous by their absence. 


SoME STATISTICAL COMPARISONS 


In 1861 the Presbytery of Greenbrier had sixteen 
ministers, twenty-four churches, with a total mem- 
bership of 1857. That same year the Northern 
Church seems to have had twenty-one churches with 
a membership of 1953, within the bounds of what 
afterwards became the state of West Virginia. Of 
course there were churches in the Eastern Panhandle 
reported by Winchester, or more than likely ‘by 
Lexington Presbytery, which had a membership of 
3176. There must have been about 4,000 Presby- 
terians in West Virginia in 1861, without counting 
those in the Eastern Panhandle. In 1936 the reports 
from the six presbyteries in the Southern and the 
Northern Synods of West Virginia show 32,458 
members, of which the Southern reported (net) 
18,650. 


“In 1861 Kanawha Church had a membership of 197, and 
Kanawha-Salines seventy-eight; Pt. Pleasant 153; Lewisburg 
293. The name ‘Old Stone’ first appears in the 1919 Minutes. 
The Huntington Church first appears in the 1872 Minutes, 
with fifty members. The Beckley Church was evidently 
named Raleigh, and first appears in the 1901 Minutes, with 
ten members. The name was changed from Raleigh to 
Beckley in the 1913 Minutes. The Davis Memorial Church at 
Elkins was originally the Leading Creek Church at Leading 
Creek, West Virginia, and first appears in the 1872 Minutes, 
with eighteen members. In the 1889 Minutes, the church is 
still listed as Leading Creek Church, but the post office is 
given as Elkins, West Virginia. In the 1890 Minutes, it 
appears as the Elkins Church, and in the 1896 Minutes, it 
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first appears as the Davis Memorial Church. From 1872 to 
1913 the Davis Memorial Church was in Lexington Presby- 
tery. In 1913 it was reported as a member of Tygart’s Valley, 
and since 1928 has been in the Presbytery of Greenbiar.” 


The above quotation is from a letter to the writer 
from Dr. E. C. Scott, Stated Clerk of our Assembly, 
and shows the changes that have taken place in the 
organization of the synod, as well as showing by 
comparison with the 1936 Assembly Minutes the 
large growth of two churches, which will be 
referred to later. 

The Southern Synod of West Virginia was or- 
ganized in Lewisburg, October 27, 1914, and its first 
report as a synod is found in the 1915 Assembly 
Minutes. In 1928 Mercer County, which contains 
the cities of Princeton (county seat), Matoaka, 
Bramwell, and Bluefield, and McDowell County, 
which has Welch as its county seat, were added to 
the territory of this synod, Mercer, coming from 


the Synod of Virginia, znd McDowell from Ap- 
palachia. In the towns mentioned above there are 
Presbyterian churches. The first report of the synod 
as it exists today is found in the 1929 Assembly 
Minutes. A brief comparison of reports for 1915, 
1929 and 1936 is given herewith. The writer has 
made this comparison include items which he 
thought might reveal the growth or lack of growth 
of the synod. He leaves the evaluation to each 
reader. 

1915 1929 
Presbyteries | 3 
Ministers 76 
Churches 113 
Candidates 22 
Licentiates 3 
Confessions of Faith.. 1,087 905 
Added from S. S 481 605 


Pastors’ Salaries $38,147 $131,178 $113,910 
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Current Expenses .... 66,031 149,017 117,705 
HomME Missions: 
(1) Presbytery’s 
(2) Synod’s 
(3) Assembly’s 
(4) Congregational 
Communicants 
SABBATH SCHOOLS: 
Number 
Membership 


Current Expenses 


22,202 

8,250 
12,707 
22,839 
17,756 


14,509 
1,910 
45392 

26,224 

18,650 


5,813 
1,082 


1,602 
1,654 


136 


19,004 
$18,636 


131 
18,119 
$17,810 


11,797 
.. $7,382 


One of the reports that shocked the 1936 Assembly 
into a session of earnest prayer was that 1014 
churches, some having a membership of as many as 
500, reported no additions on confession of faith 
during the year 1935-36. Of this number forty-four 
seem to have been in this synod, with an aggregate 
membership of 1,953. Of these churches the largest 
membership was 185. A fact bearing on the forty- 
four churches reporting no additions on confession 
of faith during last year is that there are sixty-three 
churches in this synod with membership of less than 
100, and forty-four of these have a membership of 
less than fifty. One addition to any of these sixty- 
three churches means from ten per cent to ninety 
per cent increase, since several have only ten mem- 
bers each, while two have only six members each. 
One of the latter, which is the only Presbyterian or- 
ganization in that county, has no church building. 
There were some sixteen unsupplied churches in the 
synod ‘last year, with several others which have no 
permanent supply, all this with the fact that no 
presbytery employs a Superintendent of Home 
Missions, nor does the synod, will account for the 
falling off in the above tables in some items for 1936. 


OUTSTANDING MINISTERS AND CHURCHES 


The nucleus of this synod was the original (1838) 
Greenbrier Presbytery. The dean of those pioneer 
ministers was Dr. John McElhenny, and the capital 
or Jerusalem of that presbytery, and of this synod, 
was and is Lewisburg. Now, if Lewisburg is the 
Jerusalem of Presbyterianism in West Virginia, 
Charleston is the Antioch. About 1859 Dr. J. C. Barr 
became assistant pastor to Dr. McElhenny at Lewis- 
burg. Dr. McElhenny had travelled the trails of 
New River and the Great Kanawha (it was the time 
of the saddle-bags) and history shows that Dr. Barr 
followed in his foot- or horse-steps. In 1872 Dr. Barr 
was installed pastor of the First Church, Charleston. 
He preached the opening sermon and presided at 
the organization of Kanawha Presbytery, and was 
elected its first Moderator. This meeting convened 
in the old, historic Kanawha-Salines Church at 
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Malden. He was made Chairman of Presbytery’s 
Home Mission Committee, which office he turned 
over to Dr. Ernest Thompson, who was installed as 
co-pastor of the First Church, Charleston, in 1902. 
Dr. Thompson holds this Chairmanship today. Thus 
the First Church, Charleston, during its existence as 
a Southern Presbyterian Church, has had but two 
pastors. There is a link of home mission succession 
among these three ministers. For a period of one 


hundred years, one or the other of the three has had 
a hand in almost every home mission undertaking 
within the bounds of what is now the Southern 
Synod of West Virginia. Besides being the sole pas- 
tor of the First Church, Charleston, since the death 
of Dr. Barr in 1911, a period during which the 











First Presbyterian Church, Charleston, 
West Virginia 


church grew from about 600 members to nearly 
2,000, Dr. Thompson helped secure the organization 
of the Synod of West Virginia, and was its first 
Moderator. Added to this he was the only Modera- 
tor of the Southern Assembly (1933) elected from 
West Virginia. In the distance of twenty-four miles, 
up and down the river, with Charleston as a center, 
there are fourteen Presbyterian churches, with a 
total membership of 5,804. Two of these churches, 
with a membership of 496, belong to the Northern 
Assembly. Supported by this Charleston group of 
churches are a dozen or more missions, many of 
which give evidence of becoming self-supporting. 

What Lewisburg and Elkins are to Presbyterian 
education within the bounds of this synod, such is 
the Charleston group of Southern Presbyterian 
churches to home missions. Saying this the writer 
does not mean to depreciate the home mission in- 
fluence of Old Stone or Davis Memorial churches, 
or of any other church in the synod. There are 
other outstanding 'ministers in this synod, who have 
spent years of work directly or indirectly in home 
mission fields. In the Northern portion is Dr. F. H. 
Barron, for twenty-five years-paster of Davis Memo- 
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rial Church at Elkins. For years he served as Chair- 
man of Home Missions in Tygart’s Valley Presby- 
tery. Since his retirement as pastor, he has labored 
for education within and without this state, being 
associated with the Executive Committee of Chris- 
tian Education at Louisville. During his almost life- 
time labors in West Virginia, he has been for most 
of the time President of the Board of Trustees of 
Davis and Elkins ‘College. This college, through its 
joint ownership, is one of the strongest ties that 
bind the two Synods of West Virginia together. 
Then there is Dr. J. L. Lineweaver, pastor of the 
church at Beckley, which in 1901 had ten members 
and now has 605. During his pastorate there has been 
built a commodious and well-equipped church plant 
costing $225,000. The latest news-item in connec- 
tion with Presbyterianism at Beckley (Christian 
Observer, August 19, 1936) describes the work of 
Vacation Church Schools in the New River Com- 
~ munity Churches, which had an enrollment of 462. 
Dr. Lineweaver has spent most of, if not all of, his 
ministry in West Virginia. For years he was Chair- 
man of Home Missions in Greenbrier Presbytery. 
One other will be mentioned in this connection, that 
is Dr. S. W. Moore, now retired on account of his 
health. For twenty-six years he has labored in West 
Virginia, almost the whole time in Bluefield. West- 
minster Church is only a part of the fruits of his 
labors. 

There are ‘many other groups of Presbyterian 
churches in this synod which deserve mention, but 
concerning which this writer has little or no informa- 
tion, and these groups, whether for better or worse, 
have been served by many different, while often 
notable, pastors. During the last twenty years the 
growth of our Church in the Huntington area has 
been notable. The six churches in this area, includ- 
ing Kenova, Barboursville, and Milton, now have 
3,000 members instead of the 700 of two decades 
ago. Along the Norfolk & Western Railroad, in the 
midst of the region where the Hatfield and McCoy 
battles were fought, has grown up a strong church 
which seems to be developing into a strong Presby- 
terian center. Nearby, over the mountains, is Logan 
with the same kind of prospects. In like manner one 
might go:over the whole synod. Many of the most 
active churches are young in years. 


TRENDS AND TENDENCIES 


The trend of the Presbyterian Church in this state 
is towards cities. It has let many opportunities slip, 
perhaps, because the money was used to enlarge city 
church buildings, or to increase the city pastor’s 
salary. It is true in the same proportion in other 
denominations. Building up denominational churches 
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in the coal fields is very disheartening. Many have 
been organized, and almost as many disorganized, 
But this writer believes that city churches have never 
quite realized how much financial help they get from 
the coal industry, and how little is returned into 
these fields. The same is true of other great industries 
growing up in this state. A hopeful tendency, prac- 
ticed quite largely in Bluestone Presbytery, is the 
Community Church. Dr. Lineweaver, an authority 
on home missions in the coal fields, says that Presby- 
terian ministers are especially well-fitted for this kind 
of work, on account of their training. The Com- 
munity Church and the increased interest in Con- 
gregational Home Missions are the most hopeful 
tendencies in the home mission work of this synod. 
The synod itself, in its debt, has one of the greatest 
drawbacks. For some five or more years the churches 
of this synod have been paying twenty-two per cent 
of their benevolences on an educational debt that 
must be paid. Of course, by designating their 
funds, many churches have dodged the issue, and 
maybe many ministers coming into the synod do not 
feel the full weight of this obligation. Anyway, the 
ministers who have been here during the debt’s birth 
and lifetime seem to think that this synod’s home 
missions are greatly handicapped by this debt, and, 
until it is paid, which will be some six or seven years 
hence, no adequate home mission plan can be put 
into operation. The handling of this debt is in very 
expert hands. 


OTHERS 


There are many in the past who deserve notice, 
who are almost forgotten. In Mercer and McDowell 
Counties, from the earliest days, the Presbytery of 
Montgomery was sending forth home missionaries. 
Among them was Dr. P. C. Clark, who seemed to 
have had a lifelong interest in that region and Dr. 
J. E. Wool, of the writer’s earliest ministerial memo- 
ries, must also have labored in McDowell County a 
Abingdon Presbytery’s Superintendent of Home 
Missions. The same was true in the northern part of 
this synod, where Lexington Presbytery did much 
evangelistic work. Dr. F. J. Brooke, Sr., was one of 
the best-known of these former leaders. The older 
people at Clarksburg and Elkins and many other 
places remember him. A short sketch of his life im- 
presses one with the enormous amount of territory 
he could cover efficiently; and also with the small 
ness of the stipend paid home missionaries in those 
days. He received $100.00 for a year’s work 2t 
Elkins. Besides his home mission work, he had much 
to do with the founding of Davis and Elkins Col- 
lege. 

(Continued on page 38) 
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Seventy-Five Y ears of Home Missions in Missouri 


By Wa ter M. Lanetry* 


T IS natural to think of Missouri and home mis- 
sions together, for the state was more decidedly 
home mission territory than the states farther 

east. Long after the churches in the East were well 
established, Missouri was considered so far away 
that it was hard to find ministers willing to leave the 
comforts of home so far behind and come to this 
virgin territory. They ranked it with foreign mis- 
sions, apparently. 

The work began with some real missionaries. In 
1814 came the Rev. Samuel J. Mills; and in 1816 came 
the Rev. Gideon Blackburn, and the Rev. Salmon 
Giddings, honored names in the history of Missouri 
Presbyterianism. Then came the organization, in 
1816, of Concord Church (now Bellevue, in Potosi 
Presbytery), and Bonhomme, now in St. Louis Pres- 
bytery, U. S.; and the First Church of St. Louis, No- 
vember 23, 1817. One of the parts into which this 
church was divided a few years ago now bears the 
name of “Giddings,” in honor of its founder. 


Some time before the beginning of the Southern 
Church—in 1844, to be exact—the synod made an 
appeal to the General Assembly asking help in locat- 
ing and supporting preachers, and in developing an 
interest in the fields of this state. They said, “There 
are at this moment fifty places in the bounds of this 
synod that ought to be occupied by the Presbyterian 
Church.” They asked that the Board be removed to 
Louisville, or to some central location, and that more 
secretaries be employed. 


The overture covers nine pages of the minutes of 
the synod, revealing vividly the conditions of the 
day in the territory they were supposed to cover. 
The minutes of 1845 recite the fact that the synod 
applied to the Board of the Assembly for aid for the 
Big Creek Church—to which no answer was re- 
ceived. A minister from the East labored in St. 
Charles for two months, went East to bring his fam- 
ily, and did not return. The Committee induced an- 
other man, from Pittsburg, to visit the Monroe 
County churches. He was favorably impressed, 
went back for his family, and did not return. The 
Committee also reported that they had corresponded 
with brethren in Tennessee, Indiana, Michigan, and 
other places, with no satisfactory results. 

_ The synod at this time consisted of forty-two min- 
isters, 

There are three branches of the work that have 
been used largely in the home mission work of the 
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First Apple Creek Church, ‘Missouri 


state. The first of them, colportage, is not ranked 
very high in the mission agencies of the Church 
today. But in the days when books were not plenti- 
ful, newspapers were scarce, and their methods crude 
and inefficient, and ministers lacking for the work, 
the work of the colporteur was of vital importance. 
The need was so keenly felt in places that Apple 
Creek, a country church in Potosi Presbytery, of- 
fered to give fifty dollars toward the services of a 
colporteur in their presbytery, and the offer was ac- 
cepted. No details of his work are available, but we 
cannot doubt that it helped to supply a great need. 
The colporteur was used for a good many years. I 
remember one godly man who was at this work as 
late, approximately, as 1890. 


In the days preceding the War Between the States, 
the church in Missouri was disturbed more than 
many others further south. Being on the border, the 
sentiment was divided, and as the war went on the 
lines were drawn more strictly, and the bitterness 
grew till it culminated, in 1866, in the withdrawal of 
the Northern sympathizers, and the formation of an- 
other synod. Of course the church in Missouri was 
badly demoralized, both by the separation and by 
the bitterness and strife before it. Many of the wiser 
ones tried to keep it out of the synod. But it was 
not to be. The forces of division and destruction 
went on to the bitter end, and the synod—both 
synods, for that matter—were crippled relics of their 
former selves. The Southern Synod, of course, suf- 
fered the most, sharing the poverty of the South 
and the friction between the parties in the state, 
which continued for many years. 


But, in the midst of all the turmoil, the spirit of 
the synod was shown by the fact that no excitement 
caused them to forget their mission of preaching the 
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Bonhomme Presbyterian Church, organized October 1816. 


Present building erected 1841. The old Bonbomme Church 
is the second oldest Presbyterian church in Missouri, organ- 
ized in October 1816, a few months after the Old Bellevue 
Church at Caledonia, by Rev. Salmon Giddings. The old 
stone building shown above is one of the landmarks about 
St. Louis. This building is in fairly good repair and is still 
used for public worship by the congregation. It has a 
gallery which in early days was occupied by the colored 
people. There is also a full basement, where for years an 
academy was conducted which was the leading school of 
the community 


gospel of salvation. The reports of the committees 
at this time, particularly the committees having to 
do with home missions in any form, continually 
urged the synod forward in the work of evangeliza- 
tion. In the year of the separation, 1866, the synod 
voted to employ two evangelists, and directed the 
committee to employ them at once. In 1868, they 
voted to employ only presbyterial evangelists, in- 
' stead of higher-priced synodical evangelists, and to 
spend the surplus of the money to help the weaker 
churches. 

But both the evangelistic and the sustentation arms 
of the service were used by the synod and by the 
presbyteries. Sometimes one predominated, some- 
times the other. 

Dr. Robertson, who was rather a noted evangelist 
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himself, tells of a meeting in the Auxvasse Church in 
Callaway County. An arbor was built on the grounds 
of the church, and seated with planks arranged on 
blocks. Platforms three or four feet high were built 
at the four corners, which were covered with earth, 
and then fires of hickory bark used for lighting. One 
can picture the weirdness of the scene. Five ministers 
took part in the meeting, which stirred the whole 
neighborhood, and resulted in many additions to 
the church. 

There were developed some mighty evangelists in 
those days. Rev. W. W. Robertson, D. D., (Modera- 
tor in 1844 and 1882) was for many years a useful 
and well-known minister in his part of the state. He 
established more churches in Missouri Presbytery 
than any other man ever did, and abounded in the 
work of an evangelist and a home missionary. And 
there were others who came to the service with ex- 
cellent gifts, and became mighty men of God. At 
one time the synod had seven evangelists: Rev. 
Messrs. Drew, Roseborough, Primrose, Bowen, Mil- 
ster, Spencer, and Mitchell. 

Dr. Bowen, noted as the man of our synod who 
lived to be ninety-nine years and nine months old, 
served as evangelist for six years. Dr. H. H. Wells 
of Ohio was employed for several years, and was 
one of the most noted evangelists ever in the synod. 
He is described as a strong man, presenting the doc- 
trines of the Church in a very attractive way, and 
fond of teaching the great doctrines of Grace. He 
made a deep impression on the students of West- 
minster College when in a meeting in Fulton. 

Rev. Franc Mitchell is another who deserves spe- 
cial mention. Educated as a business man, he became 
interested in the ministry, particularly evangelism, 
and served Missouri Presbytery in that field for sev- 
eral years, and later served the synod. He afterward 
went into the pastorate, but all his life he was in- 
tensely interested in evangelism, and was an able 
preacher, especially in that work. 

The results of his work showed eighty meetings 
held, 140 places visited, 615 members received, six 
new buildings erected at a cost of $14,000, ministers 
settled in six fields, serving fifteen churches. This 
is one year’s report. The synod said: 










































“The period of the synod’s largest, steadiest growth, has 
been exactly the time of the synod’s evangelistic work—that 
is, the last five years... . There is in the synod today mort 
activity, more liberality, more harmony, more joy, and mort 
hope than we have known for years.” 







This state of things continued for some years. In 
1892 the report showed seventy meetings, 421 added 
on profession, eighty-five by letter, a total of 506 
additions. 1895 marked the end of ten years of in- 
tensive evangelistic work. During the last five of 
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Home THE PRESBYTERIAN 


Missions 


those years, there were 3,085 additions to the 
churches. 

There developed by 1897 a feeling that less labor 
and money should be spent on evangelistic work 
and more on sustentation. This marks the beginning 
of a restrictive movement. The synod adopted a new 
plan, and in five years it was reported that the com- 
mittee had brought in thirty-five new men, of whom 
thirty were still in the synod, being nearly one-third 
of the working force of the church in the state. 

At one time, there was a good work done among 
the colored people in Potosi Presbytery. In 1869 
there were reported colored churches within that 
presbytery—Jackson, Clarkton, New Madrid, and 
Cape Girardeau; with one in St. Louis, which is now 
the only one remaining in the synod. 

About 1905, the work was reorganized, so that 
the synod’s committee was largely a clearing house, 
and the real power and authority rested with the 
presbytery’s committees. In 1910, the synod re- 
turned to the former plan, in which the securing 
and distribution of funds were entrusted to the 
synodical committee. This was the plan under which 
the synod had its greatest growth, and which 
seemed to promise the best results. The work has 
since been continued on practically the same lines, 
with some evangelists usually employed, but with 
the larger emphasis on the support of the weaker 
churches. 

The budget rose in 1925 and 1927 to $32,000. In 
these days of depression, it has fallen considerably 
lower. But the synod continues its home mission 
work, helping to support about twenty men, and 
thirty or more churches. Dr. John Crockett is do- 
ing a unique and promising work in the Ozark 
Mountain section, a greatly neglected part of the 
state. He reported last year 219 services conducted, 
with a combined attendance of 20,000, and total 
additions to the church of ninety-one. It must be 
remembered that this section has few churches, and 
of the most primitive kind, and this work is the only 
opportunity many of these people have for hearing 
the gospel. 

And, last but not least, we must remember the 
School of the Ozarks, which is in this same section, 
and is one of our strongest evangelizing agencies. It 
is a missionary high school, taking, by preference, 
those who can pay nothing for their tuition and 
board; working their way by manual labor on the 
farm; using the opportunity of a lifetime to them, 
for they could nof go anywhere else. It gives them 
an education, and it gives them religion. Nearly 
every one going to the school is converted while 
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there. What they think of the school is shown in 
the fact that last year 200 were enrolled—soo were 
turned away. R. M. Good, the President, is doing a 
work that will multiply in influence a thousand 
times. 

The record of the synod and its home mission 
work is shown in the following: 


In rg10, there were 85 ministers and 156 churches. 
In 1920, there were 88 ministers and 141 churches. 
In 1930, there were 100 ministers and 132 churches. 
In 1936, there were 96 ministers and 134 churches. 


That is a brief story of what we have tried to do. 
More remains undone than we have been able to do. 
But we remember those who have labored and gone 
to their reward. And we are pressing on, hoping 
that greater success may crown our efforts, and that 
our crown of glory may be as bright as theirs. 











When did Presbyterianism in Kentucky have its be- 

inning? 

What was the religious revival, which was very 
marked in Western Kentucky and Tennessee, 
called? 

Why is Presbyterianism in Kentucky said to be 
unique and to a considerable extent apart from 
that of Presbyterianism in other sections of the 
nation? 

What forward evangelistic movement took place in 
the Synod of Kentucky in 1880? Who were some 
of the leaders? Is the synod aggressive in home 
missions and evangelism today? 

Name the presbyteries in the synod. Which is the 
strongest? Which presbytery in the synod has 

the outstanding Negro Mission of the Assembly? 


Spice Box 


Why might the Synod of West Virginia and the 
Southern Presbyterian Church be given the appel- 
lation “Child of the Storm”? 

What does Dr. Morton say of the importance of the 
trails, railroads, and hard roads in the Synod of 
West Virginia? 

Where and when was the Southern Synod of West 
Virginia organized? . 

Who are some of the outstanding ministers, and 
which are the outstanding churches in West Vir- 
ginia? 

Which was the first Presbyterian Church west of 
the Mississippi? Which was the second? 

Name some of the outstanding leaders in the Synod 
of Missouri. What is the record of the synod and 
its home mission work from 1910 to 1936? 



















ASSEMBLY’S HOME MISSIONS 


Budget Receipts—April 1, 1935—December 1, 1935............. $104,936.34 
Budget Receipts—April 1, 1936—December 1, 1936............. 


(albemdcns das commeragan aaa $ 12,094.14 


Increase for eight months....... 











117,030.48 


















Home Missions in West Virginia (Continued from page 34) 


One feels like weeping when one thinks through 
the years of the history of this synod. “Others, 
Lord, yes, others,” who for Christ and Master have 
striven so well. “Others, Lord, yes, others,” who fell 
here tired and weary and unknown. But tears of 
thanksgiving for the heroes of the past is not enough. 












This synod still offers a field for home missions as 
needy as any other, and one that will make as large 
returns upon investments. Heroes are needed today. 
The Church, through importunate praying and sac- 
rificial giving, can set forward greatly the work of 
home missions in West Virginia. 















law of neighborly love between man and man. To 
be willing actually to take from another a portion of 
his wealth, without giving him value for value in a 
fair exchange or in service, is inherently selfish. Say 
what we will, covetousness lies at the root of the 
practice. It is akin to thieving; you agree to let your 
neighbor try to rob your pocket if he in turn will 
give you leave to try to rob his first. Accepting the 
rewards of a wager is often positively heartless. 
Gambling is a conspiracy on the part of the proprie- 
tor of a resort, who always plays safe and takes a 
big rake-off, to defraud of their goods those who 
play. They in turn conspire with him to get if 
possible their share of the wealth of the many who 
are made dupes. There is something selfish and 
treacherous about losing funds at gaming which 
might serve altruistic ends. There is something 
selfishly mean and shameful about winning and ac- 
cepting stakes in gambling. We scorn to accept 


The Vice of Gambling (Continued from page 9) 
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gratuities for courtesies shown another. Why 
should we not be ashamed to take another’s cash, 
without giving him value received, simply because 
we proved more skillful in a game or had an opinion 
which proved to be truer than his? It is poor sports- 
manship that cannot enjoy a contest or an argu- 
ment without gambling on the issue. “Gambling is 
the mutual attempt of two or more people to deprive 
one another of money without giving a just equiva- 
lent.” It is inherently covetous and selfish. It is the 
antithesis of neighborly love. 














The only hope of successfully combating the vice 
of gambling lies in regenerated, human hearts, in 
Christian faith and consecration, and in a life com- 
mitted to God and the loving service of mankind. 
Without these qualities the human race is doomed 
to gamble, drink, quarrel, and war itself to death. 
“The wages of sin is death.” 
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Christian Education and Ministerial Relief 


HENRY H. SWEETS, MARGARET LANE, KATHARINE A. SEE, Editors 
410 Urban Building, Louisville, Ky. 














A New World-Conscience Regarding 
Old Age Support 


By RutH Carver GARDNER* 


NE of the bitterest tragedies of all life is un- 
wanted and seemingly useless old age. There 
is no person of character in all the world who 

does not wish to lay down the garment of flesh be- 
fore the time comes when he shall feel himself a 
burden upon others; there is no cruelty more refined 
and inexcusable than that of making an old person 
feel his dependence and his helplessness. 

The march of civilization has shown a slow but 
fairly steady increase in consideration for, and value 
set upon, the aged. Savages left their old by the 
side of the trail to die. On the other hand, young 
civilizations often made much of their old men, and 
valued their experience and advice. In modern times 
the helpless old, whose families could not or did not 
care for them, have often been herded into county 
homes which too often offered a pitiful travesty of 
care. Social service organizations, those demonstra- 
tions of practical Christianity which have found their 
load increasing rather than decreasing with every 
passing year of our industrial and mechanical age, 
have discovered that a good proportion of their 
work has to do with caring for the old and worn- 
out, who have no means of support. 

But charity is not what the self-respecting old de- 

sire. And charity, we are beginning to understand, 
ls not what they deserve. The modern attitude is 
more justly expressed by the feeling that we owe 
comfort and sustenance to those past the earning 
age. 

Who owes this sustenance? For a generation or so 
now men have been studying this problem. Books 
have been written about it. All the information con- 
cerning the old from earliest times has been brought 
together and studied. 

It was found that guilds, fraternal organizations, 
and trade unions have, from the earliest records of 





“Author of Christ’s Gift to the Churches, Broadman Press, Nash- 


ville, Tennessee, from which this article has been abridged, and is 
used by permission. 


their activities, always given large importance to the 
matter of providing for their members when they 
should become old. Some of these schemes date far 
back into the Middle Ages. Practically all such old- 
age benefit funds are raised by contribution of sub- 
scription of the members, who some day hope to 
benefit from it themselves. 

Our government—and many other governments 
to a far greater degree than ours—has for many 
years paid pensions to its superannuated servants, not 
only military, but in all the civil departments. Many 
states and some cities do the same and have done so 
for sixty or more years. Teachers’ retirement funds 
are a great and crying need in our country; other 
nations have already begun to meet this need much 
better than has ours. 

But of late years there has begun to be an ever 
stronger feeling that it is a function of the govern- 
ment not only to pension government employees 
but to establish old-age pensions “as a social policy 
applicable to all citizens.” It is contended that such 
a policy will be at once just, and, in the end, more 
economical to the people as a whole. During the 
years of the present century, many countries have 
adopted it from little Denmark (which has probably 
the most sweeping and effective system of all and 
has had it the longest) to far away New Zealand. 
Our own nation is most backward in this respect, 
despite its high industrial development. 

But our day of march has come. As long ago as 
1919 Senator McNary introduced, for the considera- 
tion of Congress, a bill to provide old-age pensions 
for citizens of the United States. This was the fore- 
runner of the great Economic Security Bill which 
was enacted into law by the Congress of the United 
States in the spring of 1935. 

Such secular activities in this realm, with such far- 
reaching effects; such a rise of a conscience on the 
part of business, industrial, and political worlds, lead 
us to ask: What are the churches of Christ doing 


39 











40 THE PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY 


to provide honorable care for their old servants? 
What have Christians been advocating, not only to- 
ward helpless mankind in general, but even toward 
those of their own households who have been worn 
out in service? 

Many of the leading denominations of our coun- 
try recognized from their very establishment their 
obligation for the age and disability of their minis- 
ters and for the widows and minor children when 
these ministers should die in service. With some of 


January, 1937 


the other denominations, this conscience developed 
slowly, but today all the leading denominations and 
the majority of the smaller ones have in operation 
some plan of relief. 

During recent years the churches have been in 
the vanguard of the movement for a widespread and 
scientific application of the principle of old-age secv- 
rity. The Church Pensions Conference reports 
twenty different communions providing relief and 
annuity benefits for their ministers and widows. 





Suggestions to Secretaries of C. E. and M. R. 


Remember the year 1937 has been set aside by the 
General Assembly as a time for the completion of 
our great UNFINISHED BUSINESS. 

During this year we must raise in cash and pledges 
the $3,000,000 accrued liability fund which will 
cover in part the service already rendered the Church 
by its faithful ministers and missionaries. Already 
almost $600,000 has been secured and safely in- 
vested. 

Be sure to call on the auxiliaries and circles and all 
the members to remember this work at the Throne 
of Grace. The elders and deacons of each church 


have been asked to take the leadership in giving an 
opportunity to every member of the church to have 
some part in this important movement. Talk with 
them about the work. Help them in every way 
within your power. 

Presbyterians are going to give to every good 
cause. Help them to see the vital importance of car- 
ing for our own before we are generous to causes 
outside the Church. The session and diaconate have 
been supplied with literature. If you need more, 
write to H. H. Sweets, D.D., 410 Urban Building, 
Louisville, Kentucky. 





Plays, Programs, and Stories on the Ministers’ Annuity Fund 


Plays: 
“Who Goes There?” 


“The Sight of the Cross Doth Ease of the Burden.” 
(Others in preparation.) 


Appeals for Prayer: 
“Low Lies the Pillar Until—” 
“The White Uplifted Hands of Prayer.” 


Inspirational Leaflets: 
“These Women Stood By—Will We?” 
—“And You Were There.” 
“The Unnamed Soldier.” 
“There Is More Beyond.” 
“T Will Send the Heart Instead.” 
“We Are All in it Together.” 
“Now Then, Smith.” 
“Tf I Had Known—” 


Program: “Builders of the City of God” (material 
and story for program talk). 
The Business of the Ministers’ Annuity Fund: 
The Ministers’ Annuity Fund of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S. 
Our Responsibility for our Ministers and Mission- 
aries. 
Questions about the Ministers’ Annuity Fund. 
Getting Acquainted with the Ministers’ Annuity 
Fund. 
Suggestions for Posters. 


Note:—This material is free, but postage sent, when 
it is ordered, will be appreciated. Write to: 
Henry H. Sweets, Secretary 
410 Urban Building 
Louisville, Kentucky 





CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND MINISTERIAL RELIEF 


Budget Receipts—April 1, 1935—December 1, 1935 


$47,525.28 


Budget Receipts—April 1, 1936—December 1, 1936 


Increase for eight months 
Decrease from other sources 

































































Che Fellowship of Prayer 


Lord, it is dark, the road is rough to go, This slender waxen thing which is my faith, 

I life an unlit candle in the night; Fire it, Lord, with some divine, white spark, 

Behold it, Lord, within my upraised hand: Until its circle, widening at my feet, 

Touch it to flame with Thine own heavenly light. Will mark my certain way across the dark. 
“Thou wilt light my candle” . . . Thus assured 


I shall go forward through this unknown land: 
The way can never grow too dark, too long, 
For I shall bear Thy light within my hand. 
—From “Light of the Years,” by Grace No_t CrowELt. 
Used by permission of Harper Brothers, Publishers. 
And thou shalt remember all the way which the Lord thy God ied thee these forty years in the 
wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in thine heart, whether thou wouldst 
keep his commandments or no... . That he might make thee know that man doth not live by bread 
only, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the Lord doth man live. 
—Deuteronomy 8:2, 3. 


Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.—Psalm 119: 105. 


Shew me thy ways, O Lord; teach me thy paths. Lead me in thy truth, and teach me: for thou art 
the God of my salvation; on thee do I wait all the day. 


All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth unto such as keep his covenant and his testimonies. 


—Psalm 25:4, 5, 10. 
For thou wilt light my candle: the Lord my God will enlighten my darkness.—Psalm 18:28. 


Christ, for me, makes reasonable the strange enterprise of life that otherwise would be not only 
unreasonable but intolerable. He redeems history—that living tissue of events—from all squalid and 
chance interpretation, by entering history and giving me a factual gospel. He redeems my failure 
and every sense of failure by the offer of a Father’s forgiveness, and provides in the relationship of 
personal love and loyalty the mightiest motive for high endeavor and the burden of duty. In Him 
all my true love for those God has given me to love is secure for ever, for does He not promise to 
drink the wine of friendship in His eternal kingdom? 

Every interpretation of life carries intellectual difficulties. I can only set down my own word 
that Christ answers for me more questions than any other. And as far as the problems of my life are 
concerned, and they are the problems that matter most to me, He satisfies them all. With these 
assurances I open my heart generously to Him—a heart that longs for all He offers and promises— 
and in devotion of love I go my pilgrim way with an irrepressible song. 

Such unreserved faith has given the Church its most glorious and most fruitful days, and the men 
and women who have so accented Him, live, for me, the most enviable life. With these arguments I 
turn and fall at His feet. Then the light of His countenance and the touch of His hand are the final 
proof that I am where I ought to be, and where the world must be if it is to be saved. 

—A. FE. WuituaM in The British Weekly. 


Lead kindly Light, amid the encircling gloom, I was not ever thus, nor prayed that Thou 
Lead Thou me on; Shouldst lead me on; 

The night is dark and I am far from home, I loved to choose and see my path; but now 
Lead Thou me on. Lead Thou me on. 

Keep Thou my feet; I do not ask to see I loved the garish day, and spite of fears, 

The distant scene; one step enough for me. Pride ruled my will: remember not past years. 


So long Thy power hath blest me, sure it still 
Will lead me on 

O’er moor and fen, o’er crag and torrent, till 
The night is gone, 

And with the morn those angel faces smile, 


Which I have loved long since, and lost awhile. 
—J. H. NewMan. 











RAY for God’s guidance and blessing. 
Talk with the officers and members of your 
church about the crying need for a more de- 
pendable plan. 

Assit the elders and deacons in leading the church 
to do its part in this great task. 

Send to this office (confidentially) the names of 
those who should be planning large gifts and pledges 
to the Fund. 

Remember a church can effectively protect its 
people from calls from its own household of faith— 
but it cannot stop the calls from the hundreds of or- 
ganizations (more than 450 of a national character, 
besides state, county and municipal) outside our 
Presbyterian Church who more successfully appeal 
to Presbyterians than to any other group. In recent 
months more than two hundred appeals have come 
from such agencies to me at this office—some of 
them repeated every month. 

. Remember that the U.S. Government allows 
credit on “income tax” returns for gifts to the Min- 
isters’ Annuity Fund. 

The minister and missionary are not included in 
the pension provision of the Social Security Act. 
The Government does not tax the church (which 
is the payer) or the minister (who is the payee) but 
leaves him to look to his church for support, whether 
he is active or retired. 

Because the church has called the minister away 
from the sources of material gain and does not per- 
mit him to turn aside from his vocation of spiritual 
ministry to any avocation of money making, it has 
a most solemn responsibility for his years of age or 
disability. 

When the Plan is fully established and sufficient 
reserves built up, “ministerial relief” will come off of 
the “benevolent” side of the budget and will be on 
the “church expense” side, where it rightfully be- 
longs. 

Pledges to the Ministers’ Annuity Fund will be 
made covering a period of three years—payable 
semi-annually, or on terms to suit the donor. 

Some churches are planning to use the “Belmont 
Covenant Plan”—the members of the church to give 
one-tenth of their income for a period of time—the 
amount above their usual contributions going into 
this Fund. 

Every known safeguard has been thrown about 
the funds. The First National Bank and the Ken- 
tucky Title Trust Company of Louisville, with their 
experienced officials and capable assistants, are the 
custodians of securities and investment counsel. Full 
information can be secured through any bank or 
Dun and Bradstreet Agency, or from the Secretary, 
410 Urban Building, Louisville, Kentucky. 


Helping Finish the Unfinished Task 
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The Plan is endorsed by the presidents of several 
of the largest life insurance companies of the United 
States whose advice has been sought. It is under the 
constant oversight of George A. Huggins of Phila- 
delphia, who was the original actuary and who has 
planned numerous pension plans for churches, 
school systems, railroads, and state governments, 
Every principle involved has now been tested for a 
period of years. 

The fundamental basis of the Plan, as well as all 
the details of financial soundness, have been, and will 
continue to be, carefully checked by the actuary and 
compared with the experience of the numerous sim- 
ilar plans now in operation. 














Henry H. Sweets, Secretary. 


MINISTERIAL RELIEF 
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This chart sets forth one reason why annual offer- 
ings from churches and individual members of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States are not 
paying the Church’s full debt to its faithful servants 
who have worn themselves out with unselfish toil. 
The roll of beneficiaries is increasing and must con- 
tinue to increase in an ever-enlarging way. 
Twenty-one denominations in this country have 
reached the firm conclusion that the best way fora 
Church to meet this solemn debt is to put the work 
of Ministerial Relief on the basis of a contributory 
reserve pension plan. The principles involved in the 
Ministers’ Annuity Fund are solving the problem. 
In the year 1937 our own Church will do this big 
thing and remove this one inglorious mark of our 
Church’s history. 
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Religious Education and Publication 


JOHN L. FAIRLY, Editor 


Publishing House, 6-8 North Sixth Street, Richmond, Va. 
Branch Department at Texarkana, Ark -Tex. 




















ee HE story of our Christian faith is really the 

story of revivals.” So did Dr. Lindsay, the 

eminent church historian of Scotland, con- 
tend. He further insisted that Christian faith and 
progress have not come down the centuries like a 
steadily expanding river; there have been “times of 
deadness, seasons of inertia, and ages of formalism,” 
and then “the opening of heaven’s windows” in re- 
vival. 

To merely mention conditions obtaining at cer- 
tain periods of church history and then describe re- 
sults following revivals is to lend further support to 
Dr. Lindsay’s findings. Darkness, ignorance, wick- 
edness in manifold forms preceded the Reformation; 
the spiritual revival ushered in by it has made all 
creeds debtors to the blessings following it. The 
Puritan Revival followed infidelity, with its attend- 
ant evils, with such benedictions of grace that Baxter 
declared that “England was like to become a land of 
saints, a pattern of holiness to the world.” Again in 
the eighteenth century there was “deep spiritual 
gloom. . . Vice walked naked and unashamed” until 
God sent “a man whose name was John.” John 
Wesley and George Whitfield, revivalists, came 
upon the scene. Was any worth-while contribution 
made by these men? Historians are agreed that 
John Wesley did more than any man in England 
to save the country from revolution. He preached 
Christ, who is mighty to save, to needy sinners, and 
God sent a transforming revival of spirituality. A 
period in America known as The Great Awakening 
came just a little after the middle of the nineteenth 
century. Preceding it, affairs were in a frightful 
state. Atheism was lifting its head; spiritualism in its 
modern phase was rising; there was a tremendous 
business depression; the church was driven to the 
Lord upon its knees. The church was revived and 
thousands of unsaved were converted. 

“There have been three notable periods in the 





*Adapted from material prepared by Rev. H. H. Thompson, D.D., 


First Presbyterian Church, Bristol, Virginia, for the Men’s Program 
for June, 1936. 


The Place of Revival in the Church Today’ 
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history of the extension of the Christian Religion— 
the time of the martyrs, the time of the monks, and 
the time of the Methodists. In each of these periods 
religion spread phenominally. The significance is... 
that each of them was an era of lay activity.” Thus 
spoke Dean Hodges, of the Cambridge Divinity 
School, and facts entitled him to make this state- 
ment. Dr. Goodell quotes the elder Beecher, of Bos- 
ton, when asked the secret of his church’s success, 
as saying, “I preach on Sunday, but I have four hun- 
dred and fifty members who take up my message on 
Monday and preach it wherever they go.” Here are 
reminders that the place of the lay member is a most 
important one in the church, and a suggestion of 
God’s tremendous power in times of revival. 

Preparatory to any kind of work, a man’s first 
preparation—whether minister or layman—is that of 
dedicating himself anew to the Lord and getting 
very close to the warmth of His heart of love. Dr. 
G. Campbell Morgan believes that, “The way a man 
is met at the door and shown a seat may decide him 
for or against God. In all special services there 
should be the greatest care taken that those attend- 
ing should be welcomed by those who manifest the 
love of Christ.” 

Something that may seem merely incidental is the 
condition of the building where special services are 
being held. If a person is uncomfortable, he will not 
be as attentive to spiritual interests. One said to have 
enjoyed much success in winning souls remarked, 
“I never knew a man saved with cold feet.” The 
building properly warmed and ventilated, before the 
service begins, is no small matter. 

Singing is an important part of revival service. If 
consecrated men would throw themselves into gos- 
pel singing as they often do in civic clubs, the prob- 
lem of the choir would be solved. Many of the re- 
vivals, such as the one in Wales, were characterized 
by great singing. The men of the church, in almost 
any congregation, can be a mighty power for God 
in voicing His praise and stirring hearts for Him. 

As intercessors men may claim great power in 
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bringing others to Christ. James 5:12 speaks to us 
of the worth of a lone man’s prayer, and Matthew 
18:19 of the value of covenant prayer. Why the 
‘difference in Peter’s success at Pentecost and Paul’s 
at Mars Hill? Paul was alone, Peter was surrounded 
and supported by men who knew how to pray. 
Great revivals and special seasons of grace have often 
been traced definitely to Godly intercessors. The 
beginning of Mr. Moody’s great power in saving 
souls in London is largely credited to one saintly in- 
tercessor. Dr. Torrey links up the use God made of 
him with definite, persistent, passionate prayer for 
souls. A half-dozen men in any congregation can 
change the character of it by covenant prayer. 

Laymen who give witness, day by day, to the 
presence of “love, joy and peace” from the Lord in 
their own lives, will create a thirst in the hearts of 
others for Christ. Men burdened, distracted, and 
unhappy, will be attracted to those who have made 
a find—they are looking for a lift, not for an addi- 
tional load. One of the workings of salt is to create 
thirst, so may those who are “the salt of the earth” 
make others athirst for the Lord. 

Men whose hearts are touched can go after men 
for Christ as definitely as they go after them for 
other interests. “He brought him” is first found in 
the Scripture. It may be done in wayside opportu- 
nities; it can best be done when definitely planned. 
The insurance agent lists his prospect. He gives 


January, 1937 


thought to the best time and manner of approach- 
ing him. He never loses his name, and he never 
erases it until there is some definite result. Persist. 
ence often means success. The question was asked 
the Socialist leader in Milwaukee why it was that 
they had multiplied so rapidly in that city. His an- 
swer was, “We put nine-tenths of our money in lit- 
erature, and we have 300 men pledged to get up at 
five o’clock on Sunday morning and put this litera- 
ture in the Sunday-morning paper lying on the steps 
of the homes.” Such forgetfulness of self and such 
devotion to Christ will win men to Him. 

Simply inviting men to church and bringing them 
under the influence of the gospel of Christ is often 
the turning point in a man’s life. Any man can do 
this service. 

The first concern of men is to get the great cause 
of soul-winning upon their hearts. A soul burdened 
for souls will be a factor for the Lord. Dr. Dale, of 
Birmingham, England, is quoted to the effect, “I 
think I have known only one evangelist that I felt 
had the right to speak of a lost soul—Dwight L. 
Moody—and that was because he never spoke of the 
possibility of a man’s being lost without tears in his 
voice.” 

And loving, burdened heart will be inventive in 
skill and yielded to the leading of the Holy Spirit 
who alone can show us just how and when to go 
after men for the Lord. 





















































































































In Central Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, Georgia 


Study Class for Elders and Deacons 


By Stuart R. Octessy, D.D.* 


ie APRIL of 1936, the writer was looking over 
the new books in the branch office of the Pres-: 

byterian Committee of Publication in Texarkana, 
Arkansas. Mr. John W. Hill, Manager of the Book 
Department, who happened to be in Texarkana 
Store at the time, with a great deal of enthusiasm 
showed me the new study book which had recently 
been published by the Committee—‘“Elders and 
Deacons, Their Office and Work,” by Dr. E. B. 
Paisley, President of the Assembly’s Training 
School. Immediately I ordered fifty copies of the 
Students’ Notebook and three copies of the 
Teachers’, having the honor thus of being the first 
purchaser for class study of these books. 


*Rev. Stuart R. Oglesby, D.D., 
Church, Atlanta, Ga. 


is pastor Central Presbyterian 









Early in the summer, at a general officers’ meet- 
ing, the matter was presented to the elders and 
deacons, with the urgent suggestion that each pur- 
chase a Students’ Notebook. About thirty-five were 
present at this meeting, and every man present 
bought a book and laid his twenty-five cents on the 
table. During the week, through personal contact, 
every other officer either purchased a book or had 
one presented him. The enthusiasm of the officers 
for such a study course was immediately apparent, 
and was sustained throughout the weeks following. 


We did not get into the regular classwork until 
July. The meetings were held on Wednesday eve- 
ning and were scheduled to last one hour, but proved 
to be so interesting that we often extended the class 
to an hour and a half or an hour and forty-five min- 

































































Religious 
and Publi 


utes. | 
time. 
are he 
winter 
study 
The cl 
nine ¢ 
membe 
officer. 
quired 
Other: 
writtel 
On 
twenty 
bled s 


H 

c 

t 
rience: 
that gi 
limitat 
tendec 
izatior 
from : 
result 
ago. * 
which 
seekin 
churcl 


The 
ities c 
and, a 
in mec 
needs 


In a 
observi 
A gene 
deal of 
church 
plan, o 
two Su 





1This 
Internat 
making 
slogan ‘ 
*Otto 
Religiou 


Religious Education 
and Publication 


utes. None of the men seemed to mind the extra 
time. Our regular Church Night Meetings, which 
are held on Wednesday evening during the fall, 
winter, and spring, had been discontinued, and this 
study class took the place of the midweek service. 
The class was held for ten weeks. There were thirty- 
nine officers enrolled with several additional lay 
members attending from time to time. Twenty-one 
officers attended the class regularly, did the re- 
uired work, and handed in the written assignments. 
Others attended every session but, failing to do the 
written work, were not entitled to credit. 

On Promotion Day, in the Sunday school, the 
twenty-one officers were called before the assem- 
bled school and presented with Standard Training 
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School Certificates from the Committee in Rich- 
mond. It was an inspiring sight to see them, and the 
officers were just as pleased as was the pastor. 

This study class has had a truly wonderful influ- 
ence among the officers in the life of Central Church. 
One of the older officers remarked that it was the 
finest and most important thing which has been done 
during the present pastorate. A younger officer 
stated that he had learned more about the Presbyte- 
rian Church during these ten weeks than through- 
out his entire life previously. 

Central Church is grateful to Dr. Paisley and to 
the Department of Adult Education and Men’s 
Work for the publication of this study. We heartily 
commend it to other churches of the Assembly. 





Communities Which Have Achieved’ 


By Orto Mayer* 


HRISTIAN communities need to know each 
other at their best. That means, among other 
things, knowing about concrete specific expe- 

riences and experiments in codperative undertakings 
that give promise of an enriched common life. The 
limitations of space forbid including here an ex- 
tended series of case descriptions and any general- 
ization. The stories reported are selected, therefore, 
from a number that have come to the writer as the 
result of a special request sent out only a short time 
ago. The reader is asked to judge the few accounts 
which follow on the basis of his own experience in 
seeking to foster the coéperative spirit among 
churches and related agencies in his community. 


CHURCHES IN COOPERATION 


The churches in their common interests and activ- 
ities constitute a community within a community, 
and, at their best, seek by example to lead the way 
in meeting cooperatively the religious and character 
needs of the community. 


In a small town in Pennsylvania, the churches have been 
observing effectively an annual Religious Education Week. 
A general committee representing the churches does a great 
deal of careful planning in advance. Each of the codperating 
churches observes, according to some generally approved 
plan, one or more religious education week services on the 
two Sundays or on the mid-week evening. An interdenomina- 


1This is one of a series of articles made available through the 
International Council of Religious Education as one of the means of 
making effective the current emphasis on the community, under the 
slogan “Building Together a Christian Community.” 


: : 
Otto Mayer, Director of Research, The International Council of 
Religious Education. 


tional reception and recognition service honoring all church- 
school leaders follows on Friday evening. 


An observance of this kind results in a new aware- 
ness of the importance of Christian education in the 
community. Church-school leaders become con- 
scious that their work is being recognized, not alone 
by the individual churches, but by the larger re- 
ligious community, in its struggle for higher ethical 
and spiritual living for all. 


The Youth Fellowship of a Council of Christian Education 
in a large eastern city held an Overnight Planning Conference 
in June last year. This was an outgrowth of the Interde- 
nominational Regional Youth Conference held earlier, and 
the Friendship Tours and Conferences held monthly during 
the year. Its purpose was to give older young people, in 
positions of responsibility in denominational and interde- 
nominational groups, unhurried opportunity, away from the 
confusion of city life, to determine what they wished to see 
accomplished in 1936-37 in the way of personal enrichment 
and church and community betterment. The Conference 
addressed itself to a consideration of the following: situa- 
tions that confront youth today, definition of its task, the 
most vital challenges in these situations, the ends desired, the 
means to be used, and, specifically, what the program of 
the Fellowship should be in 1936-37. Under able leadership, 
the total experience proved to be a valuable one. 


It is important to recognize that codperation 
among the churches in serving the community does 
not need to wait for intricate and detailed organiza- 
tion and paid leadership. Often reduced budgets 
mean that more volunteer workers stand ready to 
give leadership to the work that needs to be done. A 
field worker in Christian education reports “the de- 
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velopment of a constantly increasing number of vol- 
unteer workers,” and then adds, “While codperative 

ople do need sume paid assistants, the codperation 
in which they themselves engage is discovered to be 
more important even than the most effective staff 
service.” 


The Committee on Christian Training and Parent Educa- 
tion of one city Council of Churches has come to the con- 
clusion that the best way for them to make progress in that 
city of one hundred thousand people, without a paid execu- 
tive in the field of church coéperation, is to organize a city 
Christian Education Association. Membership is to be made 
up of all interested individuals. Dues will be one dollar per 
year, and it is hoped to secure one hundred members the first 
year. Provision is also made for contributing members, the 
first objective here being to secure twenty contributors of 
five dollars and ten of ten dollars each. The program of the 
Association will be in the hands of a central committee of 
delegates elected by their local churches. The initial stages 
of this new organization, which will be connected with the 
state Council of Religious Education, have been so encourag- 
ing that its leaders feel confident of genuine progress during 
the coming season. 


CHURCHES AND OTHER COMMUNITY AGENCIES 


Recent years have seen a rather marked develop- 
ment in the direction of closer codperation between 
church forces and other character building and pub- 
lic or private welfare agencies of the community. 
These groups may work together at certain specific 
tasks that call for attention, but in some instances 
more general common interests draw them together 
to make a united approach to problems of commu- 
nity betterment. 


The judiciary branch of one county government requested 
the codperation of the churches through the Catholic diocese 
and the Protestant Church Federation in helping with juvenile 
court cases. Over a period of two and a half years now this 
Federation has developed the following working arrange- 
ment with the juvenile court. Three or four days before 
the date of hearing of any Protestant child, the Federation 
office is notified of his name, address, and either of his 
church affiliation or concerning the church in which he is 
interested. It is the duty of this office immediately upon 
receiving this information to contact the respective minister, 
urge him to visit the child’s home to find out the situation 
there, and then to appear at the court with the Federation 
secretary at the time of the hearing of the case. 

Except in extreme cases, the child is usually paroled to the 
church. At this particular junction, there is a particular re- 
sponsibility thrown upon the minister and the Federation, for 
it is up to them to enlist whatever other agencies in the 
county are available toward the rehabilitation of this partic- 
ular child and his family. One of the immediate requirements 
is that the child must attend either the church or Sunday 
school. The fact that the child is forced to do this by an 
order from the court makes it difficult sometimes to create 
an atmosphere in which the child feels that this is not a 
sentence but gives him an opportunity for a new fellowship, 
and also gives the teacher and pastor the responsibility of 
making the child happy in his new home and new relation- 
ship. 
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During the spring, an Institute was held for three evenings 
for those persons and teachers of churches interested in con- 
tacting and helping with such problems. Out of this Social 
Action Institute grew a request that a six weeks’ course be 
held so that persons might be educated in helping to do 
preventive work and in playing a part in reclaiming these 
people in society. 

Children’s Week began to be celebrated in a certain town 
in Missouri about ten years ago as an expression of the com- 
munity’s interest in the spiritual welfare of its children, 
Churches, schools, civic and service clubs, women’s clubs, 
and influential individuals sponsor and support the move- 
ment. A general program committee, a press committee and 
a poster committee lay and carry out the plans. The ob- 
servance consists of meetings of mothers, special Sunday 

rograms in the churches, Wednesday afternoon meetings 
of children by age groups, poster projects, an exhibit of 
church-school handwork in a downtown store window, a 
Saturday afternoon parade, exhibits of children’s books and 
magazines in the library and on sales tables in stores, and 
special articles and publicity in the local press. Outgrowths 
have been parent-teacher associations in three school dis- 
tricts, vacation church schools, leadership schools, Girl Re- 
serves and Boys Scouts, all of which are part of a general 
community movement in which churches, schools, and homes 
coéperate. 


















Co6PERATION IN RuRAL AREAS 


Effective codperation in the interests of commu- 
nity betterment is by no means restricted to urban 
centers. The new day for the rural church and re- 
lated agencies is characterized by greater codpera- 
tion and unity of effort. 








The pastor of the Methodist Episcopal Church in a town 
of twelve hundred led in putting on a codperative com- 
munity music and drama festival enlisting the interest of 
public-school leaders. The festival opened with a half hour 
of appropriate music, including the Negro spiritual “Ain't 
Goin’ to Study War No More,” given by the grammar 
school chorus, the girls’ glee club, the boys’ chorus and the 
juvenile band of the high school. Following this the play, 
Brothers, by Dorothy Clark Wilson was presented by the 
Epworth League. The Boy Scout troop distributed leaflets 
advertising the event. Proceeds went to the treasury of the 
Student Council of the high schoot to purchase additional 


















music. The play made such an impression upon the com- § 





munity that the American Legion and the American Legion 
Auxiliary requested that the play be presented again as part 
of their Poppy Day program. 







In a number of centers, Rural Life Sunday has be- 
come the day on which members of 4-H Clubs at- 
tend church services in a body and on which the 
importance of the heart H in this club program for 
rural youth is given special emphasis. The values of 
club and church work and the desirability of closer 
relations to one another and to the home receive at- 
tention. 

These brief case studies should challenge the 
reader to consider seriously how he may use some 
of the suggestions given in an improved program of 
rs coéperation in which he may have 4 
share. 
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ITHIN the last few weeks the writer has had the 

privilege of discussing with four groups of ministers 

and lay workers questions relating to the leadership 
needed in a church which was taking its educational task in 
a serious fashion. These groups saw clearly that such a 
church would be thinking in terms which went far beyond 
the ordinary conception which limits educational work to 
the Sunday school and possibly to the young people’s society. 
They said, in effect, that a church which was at all aware of 
the great unreached numbers of children and youth, as well 
as adults, must review carefully its whole approach to its 
problems. To these persons the educational approach seemed 
that which would be most effective in the task of reaching 
persons and guiding their work toward the Christian ideals. 
There was a sincere recognition in all this that the educa- 
tional approach was a reverent recognition and use of the 
God-given laws of growth and development and was de- 
pendent, in the last analysis, on the help and guidance of the 
Holy Spirit. There was also a recognition of the fact that, 
if the church was to make adequate use of the educational 
method, it must consider its agencies of work, revamp them, 
if necessary, as to program and personnel, and give serious 
attention to the sort of persons who might be adequate 
leaders and guides. 

Naturally, as these groups faced the problems involved, 
there was a recognition of the fact that the educational ap- 
proach meant an approach in any and every way which had 
for its purpose the guidance of the spiritual growth of per- 
sons. That this was not limited to the formal classroom but 
included the preaching and personal contacts of the pastor 
as well as the work of the officers of the missionary organiza- 
tions was realized. Further, it was pointed out by members 
of the groups that those church activities which have often 
been considered as having little to do with Christian develop- 
ment, such as raising and expending the budget of the church, 
are often pregnant with opportunities for the development 
of Christians if they be but rightly used. 


Types of Leadership Required 


All of this led to a consideration of the types of leadership 
needed to carry forward a program of Christian education 
in the local church. Whereas many people have limited this 
list to Sunday-school teachers and club leaders, these groups 
of people expanded it largely. I shall not attempt to list here 
all the leadership positions which were named; they began 
with positions on the official boards, included members of the 
every-member canvass committee, officers of the missionary 
society, the men’s club, the Scout leaders, the pastor, and the 
janitor. For, said the group, everyone who touches growing 
life in connection with the church and its work becomes in 
some sense a leader and contributes in a positive or negative 
fashion to character or personality growth; or, to put it in 
another way, to the growth of the soul of the person. 

If these church leaders were right in their approach to 
the matter, then the local church must take account of all 
its leadership and seek to discover if it has been selecting and 
training persons in such ways that they shall carry through 
their responsibilities, thinking all the time of the effect their 
lives and actions will have on Christian growth. To do less 
than this is to miss part of the opportunity of the church, 
and is to be guilty of a sort of negligence which results very 


quickly in marred lives. The janitor who fails to understand _ 





*Director of Leadership Training, Board of Christian Education 
of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Helping Church Leaders Grow 


By J. S. ARMENTROUT* 


47 


and sympathize with a group of young people may very 
quickly alienate them from the church and overcome much 
of the good which has been accomplished through other 
channels. The official group which fails to see in the finances 
of the church an opportunity for spiritual growth may raise 
a budget but do irreparable harm to people. And so through 
all the activities and life of the church organization. 
These groups also indicated something of the characteristics 
of the persons who should fill these leadership positions. 
Again it is not possible to detail all that was suggested. The 
following is an attempt to summarize their statements. 


Leadership Characteristics 


The leaders in all positions should be sincere, vital Chris- 
tian personalities. Their experience of God through Christ 
must be an ever-growing one, one which brings to them 
richness and joy. Without this they cannot possibly be 
guides to Christian development. 

The leaders must understand the way in which personality 
grows. Just as the florist must understand the laws of plant 
development, the uses of soils and water and sunshine, if he 
is to get the best flowers, so the person who is to work with 
souls must understand the way in which they develop; must 
understand the laws of human nature, that with which one 
has to work and how to guide growth. 

Leaders must have an understanding of the meaning of 
Christianity in the conditions of the present. They must 
know something of the problems which are facing those 
whom they would help, and must have tried to understand 
what it means to be a Christian in these circumstances. While 
the leader must look backward to see what Christianity has 
meant to those who have lived in the past, he must also be 
looking at the present and ahead into the future to help 
guide people into the fullness of Christian living. 

A knowledge of the rich heritage of the Christian religion 
is also necessary, as this constitutes much of the material to 
be used. The Bible must be studied in the light of the condi- 
tions which brought it into existence that it may be rightly 
interpreted and used in the solution of present baffling prob- 
lems. But the leader must also be familiar with other heritages 
of Christians: the great hymns of the church, the great art 
inspired by the Christian teaching, the literature of the pres- 
ent day which records the struggles of great Christian souls 
to understand more adequately the Christian religion, or 
those other struggles to carry the Christian heritage to those 
who are strangers to it. All this constitutes those vital ma- 
terials which are enrichment and water and sun to souls 
growing toward the Christian likeness. 

But, said the group, all this must have added to it an under- 
standing of the ways by which to guide this growth of 
people. The way to make a tactful approach, the way to use 
problems which are facing persons, the way to enrich the 
situations which are being faced; all those technics which 
enable a person to be a good guide must be the common 
property of leaders. 

Many other details were pointed out—loyalty to the church 
and its ideals, tactfulness, sympathy, and understanding, and 
many more specific characteristics. 

What to do about it all; that is and has been the question. 


The New Leadership Training Curriculum 

The Committee on Leadership Training of the Interna- 
tional Council did not sit down and consider this whole 
problem in exactly the same way that these church leaders 
did; but they have been aware of the fact that some provision 
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must be made whereby the local church might more ade- 
quately meet its needs for the training of leadership for its 
work. For, unless the local church does accept and carry 
through this responsibility, there is no other agency which 
can supply it with all the leaders needed. The task of train- 
ing and developing leaders, the task of leadership education, 
is the task of the local church; a task which must be under- 
taken in the light of the well-understood needs of that church 
and in view of its resources. No church is to be blamed 
for not having reached an ideal goal. Any church which is 
not moving forward with some plan for the more adequate 
training of its leadership should be subjected to severe censure 
by all who are truly concerned with the growth of the 
Kingdom. 

The New Program of Christian Leadership Education is 
the outgrowth of the effort of the Leadership Training Com- 
mittee to provide an instrument whereby the church may 
guide the development of its workers. It is only an instru- 
ment and will have value as it is used in an intelligent and 
careful fashion. This program differs from other instruments 
which have been developed for the use of local churches in 
several respects. 

First: It provides for the training of leaders for a wide 
variety of positions in the local church and in the com- 
munity. Previous training courses have been developed al- 
most wholly for the use of Sunday-school teachers or for 
those who are in charge of small groups of persons in some 
sort of formal work. A review of some of the courses offered 
in this program shows how it has moved from this position 
to take into account the whole field of church leadership. 
Here is an approach to the whole problem of the contribu- 
tion of the community to the Christian ideal; here is help 
in the problem of stewardship; here, for the leader of wor- 
ship; here, for the parent in the home or for the church 
worker who has the responsibility for maintaining home 
contacts and helping parents with their problems. Courses 
are provided for groups of young people who may be carry- 
ing their first responsibilities in some student officer position. 
Definite help is provided for those who are responsible for 
the development of the leadership group and for those who 
must consider the problems of finance. 

Second: A large position has been given to those courses 
which deal with the leader’s own religious problems and the 
leader’s content knowledge of the Christian heritage. Much 
criticism has been directed at other training courses because 
they have left out of account the possibility of developing 
Christian character and point of view through the training 
curriculum, and also because they have given little attention 
to the content of the message. To a very large degree these 
criticisms have been met in the New Program. 

Third: This program recognizes that there are groups 
with varying backgrounds, who ought to be fitting them- 
selves to do better work. Accordingly there are found a 
series of progressive courses. The First and Second Series 
have been developed at the present time to the point where 
they may be used for local church classes. The First Series 
courses are offered especially to those churches that have 
done little or nothing in the way of training leadership, and 
to those persons who are ready to take “some first steps” 
toward a more fruitful service. They are simple in presenta- 
tion, short, and easy of administration. These courses have 
been used widely within the last eighteen months and have 
opened the way to training in many situations where nothing 
had been done previously. While they are not for the use 
of the better-prepared church, they will find a valuable place 
here as definite courses for young people who want to pre- 
pare themselves for later service. Their simplicity and the 
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fact that they do offer training for a wide variety of leaders 
should make them a real help to many pastors who have 
wished for help but have not known where to turn for it, 
Even the limitations imposed have not worked to make them 
narrow in outlook but have rather been used to give a broad 
view of some of the very important phases of the leaders’ 
work. Such courses as “Personal Religious Living,” “The 
Program of My Church,” “How to Teach in the Church 
School,” and “Planning for Children in the Local Church,” 
to select only a few, indicate the breadth of approach. And 
when it is remembered that the course, “Planning for Chil- 
dren in the Local Church,” approaches the problem from the 
point of view of the whole church and not merely from 
the point of view of the Sunday school, it becomes apparent 
that here is a chance for training all those church officers 
and workers who must carry responsibility for the children 
as well as the adults. 

The Second Series courses will provide more specific help 
for a wide group of workers. The same group of all the 
leaders of the church and community has been in mind, and 
these courses offer to them an opportunity for a more de- 
tailed study of their problems. It is expected that these 
courses will find a large place in churches where some 
training has been done, and among those who have taken 
their first steps through the use of the First Series courses. 
The two series have a very definite progressive relationship 
the one to the other, although one may start his work with 
the Second Series. 

Fourth: What is, from the point of view of the local 
church, equally important, is the provision for this work to 
be done in a wide variety of ways. Too little use has been 
made of the Workers’ Conference as a training agency. Too 
often it has been a more or less glorified discussion of very 
minor affairs of the Sunday school whereby people have 
been wont to think they were doing a real job. The result 
has often been that the meetings have faded out or have 
been confined to those who “love” to argue about unimpor- 
tant things. Churches which desire may change all this and 
make their conferences real agencies of training. The First 
Series courses make provision for the recognition of con- 
ferences which have been well organized and conducted 
programs of discussion of vital affairs even though these do 
not fit directly into any of the outlined courses. Thus the 
way is open for helpful conference programs to be recog- 
nized as training and guidance if offered to make such meet- 
ings valuable. 


The simplicity of the plan for approving classes and grant- 


ing recognition to pupils, which has been developed in con- 
nection with the First Series, will prove a boon to the 
harassed pastor who has wanted to do something for his 
people but has found that they shied from examinations or 
that he could not get a teacher accredited. In order to help 
people to start where they are and to grow, and to try to 
get people to be concerned about more than memorizing 
the words of a text, the plan for recognition seeks to discover 
what was done in the class, and something of what is 
planned by the pupil as a result of his work. In other words, 
recognition is to be based not upon what of the text the 
pupils return, but upon the basis of what they have been 
thinking and planning as a result of their work together. 

The Second Series courses will be a little more demanding 
in the requirements for instructors, but provision is being 
made for the work to be carried on in the way which will 
best fit into the situation of the church and of the learner. 

Individual teachers may work by themselves under the 
guidance of their denominational pr Sos if they cannot find 

(Continued on page 50) 
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Churches of Distinction “A” Group 


By Henry W. 


N the January 1936 issue of the PRESBYTERIAN 
Survey we published the first article on 
“Churches of Distinction.” As this article, and 

the following ones, created widespread interest, 
and, we believe, served to stimulate greater efficiency, 
we are repeating the same performance this year. 
We are again dividing the pastorates or churches 
into three divisions. 

A: Churches or groups reporting less than 120 
members. 

B: Churches or groups reporting 120 to 200 
church members. 

C: Churches or groups reporting over 200 church 
members. 

In order to qualify, the churches or groups must 
show a spiritual birth rate of at least five per cent. 
They must report a Sunday-school enrollment 
larger than church membership and show contribu- 
tions to at least four benevolent causes. 





Synod Presbytery 


Church or Group 


McLaAvucGHLIN 


This year the Sunday-school enrollment for eve 
one hundred church members is 162 in the “A” 
Group, 142 in the “B” Group, and 126 in the 
“C” Group. 

The spiritual birth rate is 11.1% in the “A” Group, 


10.3% in the “B” Group, and 7.6% in the “C” 
Group. 


If all of our churches had maintained the same 
ratio, instead of the 17,032, the number actually re- 
ceived on profession of faith, we would have added 
on the ratio of the “A” Group 52,999, on the ratio 
of the “B” Group 49,179, and on the ratio of the 
“C” Group 36,387. Should not these facts stimulate 
us to make every legitimate effort to enlist a larger 
number of persons in the study of God’s Word 
through the Sunday school? 


The following are the Churches or Groups of 
Distinction having a membership of less than 120: 





Ch. S.S. Rec'd Sp’ 


Sp’r. 
Pastor Mem. Enr. P. F. B.R. 





ALABAMA 
Avondale. . 


E. Alabama 
Abingdon 


Asheville 
Holston 


Blowing Rock 


Appalachia 

ARKANSAS 
Stuttgart 
Hazel Glen 

FLORIDA 


Euclid 


GEORGIA Ingleside 


Woodlawn 


Heller Memorial...... J. S. Mansfield 75 


Mt. Carmel Gr....... 
Dickinson 1st 
Franklin Gr......... 


Prescott Fed 


Crestview Gr........ J. D. Simpson 


os 


114 
147 
165 
215 
249 
115 


ann 
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F. Volbeda 
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Synod 


Presbytery 





Church or Group 


Pastor 
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Ch. S.S. Rec'd Sp’r, 
Mem. Enr. P.F. B. 





SNEDECOR MEMORIAL 


SoutH CAROLINA 


VIRGINIA 


WEsT VIRGINIA 


Brownwood 
Dallas 


Western Texas 


E. Hanover 


Lexington 


Montgomery 
Norfolk 


Potomac 
Roanoke 
Bluestone 


Westminster Gr 
Greenfield Gr 


Beaufort ist 

Monarch Gr 

Good Hope: . 5.66.66. 
Lufkin ist 

Eagle Lake ist 
Comanche ist 
Ellwood Park 
[a 
Rose Hill 

New Boston Gr 
Gladewater.......... 
Del Rio Mex 
Mercedes Mex 
jE ee 


Harlingen Mex 

Tobin Hill 

Falfurrias 1st 

OS eee 


Chamberlin Gr 
Hot Springs 


*F, E. Manning 
I. E. Wallace 
F. A. Hopkins 
*W. M. Logan 


*E. B. 

J. E. Moore 

W. A. Casseday 
Lyle Gregory 

J. G. Spencer 


*Abraham Fernandes. 
*Alberto Fernandes... 


J. de la Luz C. 
Guerrero 
Alberto Luna 


C. E. McStravick.... 


T. H. Pollard 

J. C. Shive 

T. B. Southall 
*C. C. Crawford 


Virginia Beach....... : 


Coleman Place 
Gloucester 1st 

Dickey Memorial..... 
College Ave 

Mullens ist 

White Oak 


Stated Supply 
*G 
*J. D. Wilson 
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120 
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81 
114 
82 
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141 
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Note that 24 of the above churches, or groups, with star, were in the list of Distinction last year. This is significant. 
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Budget Receipts for April 1, 1935—December 1, 1935 
Budget Receipts for April 1, 1936—December 1, 1936 


Increase for eight months 





Helping Church Leaders Grow (Continued from page 48) 


others to join them in classwork or if the workers’ con- 
ference is not ready to move over to a program of this sort. 

The courses may be developed around the problems which 
are immediately being faced by certain groups. Thus the 
core of the study may be the way in which the work of the 
next quarter may be best done, this core having built around 
it a study of the best ways of approach in teaching or guid- 
ing growth. Such a plan will make the work of a group far 


more practical than a study of abstract principles without 


any special relationship to the problems at hand. 

The New Program of Leadership Education seeks to place 
in the hands of local church workers an instrument which 
will enable them to serve all the leadership the church de- 
mands and to guide the growth of these leaders along the 


lines of requirements as that group of pastors referred t 
indicated. In order that special needs may be met, there 1s 
provision for groups to experiment with other fields of 
education which are not already included. Out of such ex 
perimentation should come much increased richness for the 
program. 

It seems to the writer that most of the excuses offered for 
not undertaking the further education of the leaders of the 
church are met in this plan; one reason not usually offered 
is not met—“It takes too much work.” No plan can mett 
this lack of vision on the part of church leadership. 


Used with permission of The Bethany 
Church School Guide. 
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A Christian Leader’s Prayer for the New Year 


AVE me from an indolent contentment with my present knowledge. 


Quicken my pulses at the sight of human need. 
Make me a searcher for the deeper truths hidden in Thy Word, that there 


I may also find Thee. 


Grant to me an eagerness to grasp the undiscovered wisdom yet to break 


forth from the pages of Thy Word. 


Make me a student of Persons. 


Enroll me as a learner in the school of the Past. 

Vouchsafe to me awareness of the world that is mine Today. 

Matriculate me in the university of Tomorrow. 

O God, Thou eternal Teacher, keep me standing on tiptoe, ever ready to take 
up with elastic step the next task that confronts me. 

If it be that Thou hast “many things yet to say” to me, speak, for I believe 


that I can hear. 
Lord, keep me a learner. 


Thus make me worthy to be a Christian leader. 


—A dapted. 





How Congo Crosses Was Written 


The African Point of View 


By Juuia Lake S. 


H* I known that missionaries would be called 
upon to be all things to all men at all times, 

perhaps I would have spent fifty years in 
preparation to become a linguist, a trained nurse, a 
barber, a private secretary, a high-school teacher, a 
home maker, a hotel keeper for innumerable guests, 
a primary and junior expert, plus several other ac- 
complishments to fill up the cracks and corners. My 
preconceived idea of missionary life coincided with 
that of my college classmates who depicted my 
future by drawing a “Little Jet” figure sitting under 
an African palm tree, teaching little children, dressed 
only in sunshine, how to read. I very soon dis- 
covered that there is little time to sit under a palm 
tree in Central Africa. I, who had visions of revolu- 





mn *Mrs. E, R. Kellersberger is one of our missionaries to the Belgian 
“¥ = She is located at Bibanga station where her husband, Dr. 
- R. Kellersberger, has charge of our hospital. 
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tionizing the country during my first term of service, 
of visiting distant villages where no white person had 
ever been before, and of leading many to Christ who 
had never heard the gospel story, found my days 
crowded with the barter of salt, fish hooks, and razor 
blades for peas, potatoes, and pineapples. There were 
innumerable cups of tea to pour, over the sipping of 
which small talk in several different tongues must 
be carried on. Teaching Latin to missionary chil- 
dren in the morning, talking French to European 
guests at noon, and reading Bible in the vernacular 
in the heat of the afternoon, leaves one mentally 
fatigued by dusk. Living one thousand miles from 
a barber shop, a missionary wife must learn to cut 
her husband’s hair properly and keep up with the 
latest bob for children. Where there is no Sears and 
Roebuck, she must learn to cut and sew. With no 
Piggly-Wiggly or Hoggly-Woggly in calling dis- 
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tance, she must learn to prepare a balanced diet, with 
native produce, three times a day. With no previous 
business training she must be her own and her hus- 
band’s private secretary, and write innumerable let- 
ters in several languages. She must nurse the sick 
and care for the dying, though she probably knows 
nothing about the internal workings of a hospital. 
There are two hundred little shiny-eyed, ebony- 
bodied Beginners to be taught in the Church school, 
a group of adolescent African girls to train for 
leadership, and the wives of prospective evangelists 
to prepare for their responsible positions in the hill 
country. She must have “grace and grit, gladness 
and gumption” to meet every emergency as it arises, 
both day and night. 

Going across the ocean does not make one a saint, 
neither does it change materially the daily schedule 
of a busy Christian wife and mother. Each day, 
with its heavy and varied schedule, slipped by so 
rapidly, that, before I was aware of it, the time had 
come to prepare for our return to the home land. 
One hour of black discouragement followed. I had 
not set Africa on fire for God as I had longed to do, 
and I prayed earnestly that I might not return to 
the States empty-handed. At that time there was 
on its way to me a letter asking that I compile the 
International Mission Study Book for 1936 on Congo 
women and girls. The task was colossal in the short 
time remaining. The Belgian Congo represents one 
million square miles, twelve million people, almost 
one-half million Protestant Christians, including 
forty-four Protestant denominations united together 
to form “The Church of Christ in the Congo.” 
Material would have to be collected from isolated 
posts in the heart of the forests and along the river 
banks. Transportation was slow, and the passage of 
time, quick. An outline of the whole study was to 
be mailed in two months, during which time a con- 
ference of missionaries was in session holding meet- 
ings day and night on the station for several weeks. 
It seemed a physically impossible task, and a hasty 
note was written saying that it couldn’t be done, but 
the letter was never mailed. Instead, after prayer 
and counsel with others, a native lad was sent walk- 
ing one hundred and fifty miles through the forests 
and plains, carrying a spear lest he suddenly come 
upon lions in the path, with a cable accepting the 
responsibility. How that outline was prayed about 
during the night hours, after the busy conferences of 
the day were over! Gradually the theme of “Crosses” 
took shape for the six chapters, for Congo is a land 
of crosses, both physically, astronomically, and 
spiritually. There is “The Cross in the Sky,” look- 
ing down upon a land of beauty and pathos; “The 
Cross in the Land,” carved there two hundred and 
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fifty years ago in solid stone along the banks of the 
Congo River, symbolical of the cross of slavery and 

litical despotism that formerly ravished the coun- 
try; “The Cross upon the Back” of women and 
girls, who are modern Gibeonites, hewers of wood 
and drawers of water; “The Cross within the Heart” 
of the Congo woman who is bought, in marriage, by 
copper crosses; “The Cross along the Road” where 
two ways meet, and the Christian policies of the 
future will determine which way the African 
woman will go; and “The Cross of Calvary,” the 
arms of which are still strong enough so that the 
destinies of nations may hang upon them, and with- 
out which, other crosses that hang heavily upon that 
heavily laden land, could never be lifted. Usually an 
outline of a book is derived from material already in 
hand. The outline of Congo Crosses was written 
in faith, believing that the rest would follow. It was 
accepted and published with very little change. An 
“S. O. S.” call for stories, proverbs, pictures, 
statistics, drawings, history, and mission journals was 
sent throughout the colony. There was barely time 
to receive the replies before departure, for mail came 
only once in three weeks. Enough material was col- 
lected in three months to write two books on the 
subject, instead of one. Congo river boats changed 
schedules at a most propitious time, making it impera- 
tive to wait three weeks on the coast for the tourist 
steamer that was to take us home. This interval was 
spent in compiling the material which fitted exactly, 
paragraph by paragraph, into the outline previously 
made. During this time, I found in my prayer book 
a petition written with all of the enthusiasm of a new 
missionary, before my arrival on African soil, “Lord, 
make me a sharpened pencil in Thy Hand.” { had 
not prayed, “Lord, let me compile a mission study 
book.” I merely wanted to be an instrument in His 
Hands for service, His secretary to write His mes- 
sage from His black children to His white ones. He 
had taken me literally and was answering my prayer 
in a most unexpected way. 


The title of Congo Crosses should be “We,” for it 
is not the writing of one individual but the compil- 
tion of material collected from various sources 
throughout the whole colony and represents the life 
blood and the life history of many pioneers who have 
followed in the train of the early martyrs of the 
Church. From its incipiency the study was dedicated 
to God, and the honorarium, if all expenses of writ- 
ing could be met without asking aid from any humat 
source, was to go to the work among Bantu women 
and girls through the Congo Protestant Council. 

The chapters were put together during the hot 
days crossing the equator, while the boat tossed 
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from side to side in tropical storms at sea, and with 
cold winds blowing stingingly through thin-blooded 
tropic travelers in the English channel. There was 
no room for chair or table in the tiny cabin on the 
crowded boat, so a kind steward arranged a small 
corner in the dining saloon, where, between ten 
meals a day served in relays to twenty-seven national- 
ities on board, material was spread out for a few 
minutes at a time and collected again before the next 
tea. How indispensable was this kindly German to 
the compilation of this mission study. How indis- 
pensable has been the help of innumerable ones who 
sent materials and made copies, drew pictures and 
prayed in secret for the success of the book. How 
invaluable have been the criticisms of pioneers who 
read the proof, and the suggestions of the Committee 
who published it. 

The same ravens who fed Elijah of old are not 
dead yet. Whenever expense of travel, in connection 
with obtaining data for the work, had to be met, or 
letters in great numbers had to be written (it costs 
about 12¢ for each letter sent from the tropics) or 
a secretary had to be secured, the money was always 
on hand. It is very difficult to get a book written 
on schedule time, especially when the final steps have 
to be taken amidst home comings, family reunions, 
summer conferences, and extensive travel. The last 
week before the contract expired a consecrated 
young college girl worked early and late to copy the 
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whole manuscript correctly. She respelled many in- 
correct words. She corrected many comma blunders. 
She worked with such painstaking care, amid the 
confusion of a young people’s conference, that the 
manuscript did not have to be recopied, the usual 
procedure before sending to the printer, for only 
minor changes were necessary. When the completed 
manuscript left by air mail to arrive on contract 
time, there was general rejoicing by many friends 
and intercessors. 

One final step remained to be taken. All financial 
expense had been met up to this last week. The 
secretary had traveled one hundred miles in order 
to arrange the pages in final form. Her expenses had 
to be met, and a small honorarium given for her 
splendid efficiency. There was no money left, but 
every step from the beginning had been marvelously 
directed by God. When He begins, He will always 
perfect. The next morning an unknown friend 
came with a sealed envelope, and the statement that 
God had put it into her heart to give this check for 
any purpose which was needed most. IT WAS 


EXACTLY THE AMOUNT THAT WOULD 
MEET THE FINAL FINANCIAL OBLIGA- 
TIONS. The book has now been published and the 
honorarium will help to advance the cause for which 
it was written. It belongs to all who have helped 
in its compilation and to all who read with an open 
mind and heed with a willing heart. 





What Do You Know? 


About the Church Calendar of Prayer 


What Is It? 


_ The Church Calendar of Prayer is a booklet pub- 
lished annually for the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
which contains the names of the Officers of the As- 
sembly, the Agencies of the Assembly, a brief sum- 
mary of the work of each Agency, suggested 
Scripture and Prayer petition for each day of the 
year, and many helpful poems and prose quotations. 


Why Do We Have It? 


In order that every man, woman, and young per- 
son in the Presbyterian Church, U. S., who believes 
In prayer and is interested in the advancement of 
Christ’s Kingdom may pray definitely, consistently, 


and more intelligently for the work and workers of 
our Church. 


Where and When Do We Get It? 


The Church Calendar of Prayer, which is pub- 
lished by the Presbyterian Committee of Publica- 
tions, Richmond, Virginia, is also available from the 
Committee on Woman’s Work, Henry Grady 
Building, Atlanta, Ga. December is the time to order 
the 1937 Church Calendar of Prayer, but if you have 
not yet secured it, NOW is the time. 


What Is the Price? 


The price is no more than that of the soap you 
buy and wash away in less than a week; no more 
than that of a can of tomatoes which you set before 
the family at one meal and it all disappears; and it is 
less than the price of one picture show which one 
member of the family enjoys for an hour or two 
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and soon forgets. For fifteen cents you can have a 
copy of this booklet which will last throughout the 
three hundred and sixty-five days of the year and 
serve the entire family. 


When Should We Begin to Use It? 


When we invest in any thing, surely we want our 
investment to count for the most. The Church 
Calendar of Prayer is planned to serve as a guide to 
intercessary prayer each day of 1937. January 1, 
therefore, is the date we should begin using the 
Prayer Calendar, if we are to make the most of 
our investment. 


How Do We Use It? 


There are many and varied ways to use the 
Church Calendar of Prayer. The first and probably 
the widest use is made by individual Christians in 
their personal quiet hour. In many of the homes of 
our Church it is used daily in Family Worship. Some 
Christians who have learned its value have used it to 
guide groups of praying Christians, in circles, auxil- 
laries, or special prayer groups. This guide to prayer 
is best used by reading the petition for the day and 
seeking to visualize and personalize that request for 
prayer, and then praying through the power of the 
Spirit with definite petitions for the work and work- 
ers designated for the day. 


What Does It Do for You? 
It would be impossible for any one Christian to 
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answer this question for another. Every one who 
uses this guide to prayer has an experience peculiar 
to her own personality and Christian character. But 
this we know, the Church Calendar of Prayer leads 
Christians to share in the one ever-advancing enter- 
prise of the world, and makes possible a vitalizing 
fellowship with some of the greatest heroic personali- 
ties of the day. 


What Can We Do for It? 


There is but one thing that we, who know the 
value of the Prayer Calendar, can do for it, and that 
is help others to know its worth. Believe it or not, 
there are praying Christians in our Church who have 
not yet been introduced to the Church Calendar of 
Prayer. You can help them to know this booklet and 
its value by giving before groups of Christians (in 
circles, auxiliaries, or Sunday schools) your own 
personal testimony. One auxiliary worker, who 
knew the blessings this booklet could bring to the 
family which used it, was persistent in her efforts to 
get a copy into each home. She had a bright idea 
and put it over big. She secured from every auxiliary 
husband fifteen cents to buy a Christmas gift for his 
wife, then purchased the Calendars, wrapped them as 
gifts, and sent them to the women with Christmas 
greetings from their husbands. What can you do 
for the Prayer Calendar? Answer for yourself—in 
a way that will show to others the importance of 
this guide to prayer and lead them to be users of it. 



























Epitor’s Note: At this season of the year, auxiliary leaders are beginning to think about officers for the new year. 
No one plan for the selection of officers can be followed by all the auxiliaries, but surely there will be much prayer and 
planning on the part of all. Last year the auxiliary of the Second Church, Greenville, S. C., had a special service to enlist 
volunteers for auxiliary work, and found that the plan was ideal. You will be interested in reading Mrs. Newton’s account 
of it below. There are some difficulties in the use of such a plan, but many auxiliaries should be able to work it effectively. 


N December we began to think about the work 
for the coming year. We had no set plan, but 
did have a firm conviction that God much 

preferred volunteers to do His work rather than 
drafted people. At our December business meeting, 
the president expressed her conviction and asked 
those holding office to be thinking and praying about 
the next year’s work and just what part they would 
fill. No one was to be begged to take the work. 
It was to be a matter strictly between the individual 
and her Heavenly Father. At our January auxiliary 


*Mrs. Robt. J. Newton is President of Second Presbyterian Church 
Auxiliary, Greenville, S. C. 


A Service to Enlist Volunteers 


By Jean NEwrTon* 








meeting we made a plea that every woman use the 
talents God had given her for His glory, and took } 
pains to enumerate some of the things necessary to 
our auxiliary outside of office-holding, such as cor- 
secrated phones, cars, flowers for sick and church, 
poster-making, typing, cooks for church suppers, etc. 
The women were asked to pray and think what they 
could do for the Lord, and were told that, at the 
February auxiliary inspirational meeting they would 
be asked to consecrate their services to the Lord. 
Our prayer topics for the month centered around 


the dedicating of ourselves and our services to the 
Lord. 
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Department of 





Woman's Work 


On Sunday before our auxiliary meeting in Febru- 
ary, the pastor preached on “Every man stood in 
his place.” Judges 7:21. We could not use the whole 
auxiliary meeting for this service because our Home- 
mission Self-Denial offering had to be brought in at 
this time, and so we sent all literature to one of our 
home missionaries who was to be with us, and asked 
her to combine devotional with anything she might 
wish to say about her work, allowing her thirty 
minutes. She chose as her Scripture to tie her 
thoughts together, “The love of Christ constraineth 
me.” What better introduction did we need for our 
service? (It was a wonderful talk on ordinary, hum- 
drum things she was called on to do.) It was 
marvelous to me because she knew nothing of our 
other plans. Following her talk the offering was 
taken, announcements made, and covenant slips, as 
follows, given out and explained: 


A SERVICE CovENANT 
I Cor. 6:19, 20. Romans 12:1. Col. 3:23, 24. I Cor. 3:9. 
I, as a follower of Christ, realize that He calls us 
to be co-workers with Him: therefore I willingly 
volunteer for service. 
(Signed) 
Service I preter: 053 hres aed ovis Babe bln ae 
The following outline of service was used: 
1. Song—“The Call of Christ”—one verse. 
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2. Scriptural talk on giving our services to the Lord. 
(5 minutes.) 
(a) “They First Gave Their Own Selves,” II Cor. 
8:5. 

(b) “I Delight to Do Thy Will, O God,” Ps. 40:8. 
3- Duet—“Our Best.” (Unannounced.) 

4. Challenge in words of David—“Who then is 
willing to consecrate his service this day unto 
the Lord?” 1 Chron. 29:5. 

(a) Offering plates passed for covenant slips while 

quiet music was played. 

(b) Stand and sing chorus of “Here am I for 

service.” 

(c) Close with prayer of thanksgiving for co- 

workers. 

We urged our women to specify the service they 
preferred, stating that unless too many volunteered 
for same place we would try to use them. A great 
many women did not specify any particular work, 
but signed “Anything I can do,” and from these we 
filled in until we had our complete set-up. 

It was a wonderful experience for me, but I’ll have 
to confess I never dreaded doing anything so much 
in my life. At first I didn’t have much encourage- 
ment, only two members urged me to step out. A 
number have said since that they think it the biggest 
forward step we took last year. 





Auxiliary Glass Houses 


By Mrs. Ben Knox 


Epitors’ Note: “Auxiliary Glass Houses” is the general title of a series of articles by Mrs. Ben Knox of Shreveport, 
Louisiana, in which she places the auxiliary general officers and Cause Secretaries in “glass houses” and gives the reader 
the opportunity to look in on each as she goes about the work which she represents. 

The beginning of a new year challenges us to take inventory of our resources not only as individuals but as work- 








ers in the auxiliary. A reading of the “glass house” article on her particular office is a very splendid way to help an 
auxiliary officer take inventory of her thers. The president of one auxiliary is having one or two of these articles read 
at each meeting of her executive board. One of her secretaries said she was ashamed to read the one about her “glass 
house” to her fellow board members as it showed her up as such a poor housekeeper! But she read it—and pledged gen- 


eral house-cleaning. 


One of the set of sixteen articles is printed herewith. The price of each message is 2 cents, or 25 cents for the set. 


EXECUTIVE BOARD 


“Dp EOPLE who live in glass houses”— 

Let’s slip quietly through the door into 
this glass house and listen in as well as look 
in on them. The executive board is meeting. 

The chairman is calling the board to order. Of 
course, you know that the president of the auxiliary 
is the chairman of the board. Oh, dear me, she will 
ruin that table; she has struck it four times with that 
gavel! What is it you are supposed to do—rap 
ONCE for order. If quiet doesn’t come right away, 
walt a moment, than rap ONCE more—isn’t that 
what the “book” says? 


Well, at least she didn’t attempt to call for order 





by tapping with a pencil, and “that’s something”! 

The treasurer is giving the devotional. That’s a 
fine idea! She evidently has the board members take 
turns. I remember one president who had the secre- 
tary for the Development of Spiritual Life give every 
devotional and offer every prayer. We had one 
president who quite often would lead the devotional 
herself, and I always came away from such meetings 
feeling that I had been to a real spiritual feast. And, 
there are some meetings of the executive board which 
seem to demand that the president be the one to lead 
the devotional. I think the first meeting of the year 
is such an one. 

The first part of the meeting, of course, is accord- 












ing to form—roll call, reading of the minutes, then 
the reports of the officers. Did you hear what the 
Pastor’s Aid said when her report was called for— 
“I have no report.” I am told that she NEVER has 
a report. You know if I was president I would be 
looking into this “I-have-no-report” business. 

Now the secretary is reading a communication. 
The Secretary of Christian Education seems real 
enthusiastic—but—wait a minute—someone is talk- 
ing “against” whatever may have been proposed. 
Yes, Mrs. “Wet Blanket”—she is always against any- 
thing the board or the auxiliary wants to do. Do you 
know, I heard the other day that this woman has 
been on this board for over eight years. They just 
shift her around (that is one piece of shifting that 
goes over BIG) and they do that because in her own 
words—‘“It would just break my heart if I wasn’t on 
the board.” Well, they voted “No” on that just 
because of her. 

The president is calling for reports of the circle 
chairmen. I hope the chairman of Circle No. 1 tells 
the board about how she is using every member of 
her circle. Several of the women “take turns” at 
leading the “Bible Readings,” and this same plan is 
followed in presenting the missionary program. 
And, this surely develops the women into good 
leaders. 

The president is calling for the unfinished busi- 
ness and the secretary quietly reminds her of the 
mission study period. She has asked the Secretary 
of Missions for her plans. They began a discussion 
of these last month but did not finish. This is a 
splendid Missions Secretary and I know her plans 
will be interesting! 

Yes, I know the mission study period isn’t until 
November and this is only September, but a wise 
secretary plans early. I have known secretaries to 
plan as early as July for their fall mission study, and 
you may rest assured they prove to be excellent 
programs, very much worth while. 

Now comes the new business. The vice-president 
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seems to have something to say. You know, she 
represented the auxiliary at Montreat this summer 
and she came back bubbling over with enthusiasm 
and new ideas. What did she say? “Plan to send 
two women next year.” Let’s hold our breath until 
that piece of business is finished. Can you believe it— 
they voted—“yes”! And, between you and me, | 
hope the second woman will be “Mrs. Wet Blanket.” 
You think it would be a waste of money! No, my 
dear, it would be the best investment ever made, 
That woman is good material—she just doesn’t un- 
derstand the work because of a lack of vision. 

Listen, the president announces a prayer period 
and is mentioning items for which there is a real 
need for prayer. And now she’s asking if others 
wish to add to the list, and each seems ready to do 
so. How wonderful—this executive board is a real 
prayer group. 

Now comes an interesting part of the meeting. It 
is called the “Information Period.” Each month this 
president has a different Cause Secretary conduct 
this period. Let’s see—who is responsible this month? 
The historian, and she is reviewing the “Historical 
Background of the Woman’s Auxiliary.” That is 
such a fine booklet! Every woman in the auxiliary 
should read it! 

P. S.—I visited in one auxiliary where some of the 
executive board members would rush out from the 
board meeting but stop on the church steps and have 
what my hostess called the “church steps executive 
board.” She said that not one of these women spoke 
out during the board meeting, yet they were always 
ready to meet at the “steps” session. I have heard 
that in some auxiliaries more business is taken care 
of at the “steps” session than at any other. Well, 
anyway, it isn’t official—but how much better it 
would be for all to express themselves at the “official 
session.” 

Did you say that when you are a member of the 
board you won’t do that? Well, that’s fine—I am 
sure you won't. 







































this year. 





SUGGESTED PETITIONS FOR JANUARY 


Let us include in our praying this month the following petitions: 
That Christian men and women, boys and girls may begin the year with a consciousness of the 
companionship of Jesus and seek to keep unbroken fellowship with Him throughout the days of 


That the Church Calendar of Prayer may find a yet larger field of usefulness in ministering 

to the spiritual growth of Christians and in bringing down new power for His Kingdom’s work. 
That during the Week of Prayer and Self-Denial for Missions, January 31-February 7, as 
Christians pray, they may realize that they themselves have a definite share in helping God to 
answer their prayers, and pray that they may be willing to be used of God for this purpose. 
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A Webditation on Prayer 


“Every inmost aspiration is God’s angel undefiled; 
And in every ‘O my Father!’ slumbers deep a ‘Here, my child!’” 


WHAT GOD HAS SAID OF PRAYER 


All things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive. Matt. 21:22. 

Before they call, I will answer; and while they are yet speaking, I will hear. Isa. 65:24. 

W hatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do. John 14:13. 

If two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done 
for them of my Father which is in heaven. Matt. 18:19. 

Ask of me, and I will give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost part of 
the earth for thy possession. Psa, 2:8. 

Pray without ceasing. 1 Thess. 5:17. 


WHAT SOME MEN HAVE SAID OF PRAYER 


“That power is prayer which soars on high, 
Through Jesus, to the throne, 
And moves the hand which moves the world 
To bring salvation down.” 
“If you can pray aright, you have mastered the great secret of spiritual life.’ Gouldburn. 
“Ten minutes spent in Christ’s society every day; aye ten minutes, if it be face to face and 
heart to heart, will make the whole life different.” Henry Drummond. 
“Prayer is the great unused resource of the Christian Church.” John R. Mott. 
“Whoever prays most, helps most.” William Goodell. 
“Prayer is the first and chief method of solving the missionary problem.” J. Campbell White. 


SOME SELECTED PRAYERS FROM THE WORD 

“This I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and all discernment; 
so that ye may approve the things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and void of offence 
unto the day of Christ; being filled with the fruits of righteousness; which are through Jesus Christ, 
unto the glory and praise of God.” Phil. 1:9-11. 

“For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on 
earth is named, that he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, that ye may be 
strengthened with power through his Spirit in the inward man; that Christ may dwell in your hearts 
through faith; to the end that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, may be strong to apprehend 
with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of 
Christ which passeth knowledge, that ye may be filled unto all the fulness of God.” Eph. 3:14-19. 

“Now may our God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our way unto you: and the 
Lord make you to increase and abound in love one toward another, and toward all men, even as 
we also do toward you; to the end he may establish your hearts unblameable in holiness before our 
God and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.” 1 Thess. 3:11-13. 


QUESTIONS ON PRAYER FOR THE PERSONAL QUIET HOUR 

Do I take God at His Word and pray in accordance with His promises? 

Does prayer bring me face to face with God? 

Is prayer the first and chief method that I use to accomplish every purpose of my life? 

Have I earnestly and persistently applied this method to the great missionary task of our Church? 

If my work was that of a missionary among the Chinese, or Japanese, or Africans, or Brazilians, 
would I want Christians at home to pray for me? 

Then, should I not intercede earnestly for those who are serving in the name of Christ and 
under the direction of my Church? 

THOUGHTS ON INTERCESSION 


“Intercession is that act of prayer which is putting yourself at God’s disposal for His Kingdom.” 
No part of worship is more Christlike than intercession.” —Jante McCutcuen. | 
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The Auxiliary Calendar for January 


ForeEIGN Mission Montu 

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR HOME AND ForEIGN Missions 

Jusitee THANK OFFERING FOR MiIssIONs, JANUARY 

31-FEBRUARY 7 
Tue CircLte MEETING 

Isn’t the topic for this meeting an enticing one— 
“Who’s a Heathen?” Had you ever thought about 
this question? What is your answer? Do you sup- 
pose it is the answer that you will find in the pro- 
gram which Dr. Kerr Taylor, Educational Secretary 
of our Foreign Missions Committee, has prepared 
especially for us? The program has been sent to all 
subscribers to Circle Year Book literature; others 
can get it for 10 cents from the Committee on 
Woman’s Work. 

Copy and give to each member of your circle, “A 
Christian Leader’s Prayer.” (See first page this sec- 
tion.) Read it together at the circle meeting as a 
special prayer for the New Year. 

How many of your circle members have read 
Congo Crosses, by Julia Lake Kellersberger? It will 


be no trouble to get every one of them to read this 
book if they know the author—and she is widely 
known throughout our Church. The book is 
fascinating, as is everything that is written by Mrs. 
Kellersberger. Order Congo Crosses from the 
Presbyterian Committee of Publication, Richmond, 
Va., or Texarkana, Ark.-Texas. Price 50¢. Read 
Mrs. Kellersberger’s article in this department, “How 
Congo Crosses Was Written.” 
Tue AvuxiLiary MEETING 

The story of some of our second and third genera- 
tion missionary families and their work is an interest- 
ing one. And who could better picture it to us than 
our good friend, Miss Lucile DuBose, of our Forei 
Missions Committee! The topic itself was her idea, 
and she has given some most interesting facts in the 
material prepared for the Committee on Woman's 
Work for this program. 

If yours is one of the few auxiliaries not using the 
Year Book literature, order this program for your 
January meeting. Price 1o¢. 





For the Home Circle Chairmen 


Dear Home CircLe CHAIRMEN: 


Only three more months in this present Church 
year! How much there is to be done—to do all the 
things we hoped to accomplish as Chairmen of the 
Home Circle. May these remaining months of your 
term of office be full of happiness and rich service. 

The 1937 Church Calendar of Prayer is ready. Do 
have your members start its use the first of January. 
Would you like to ask them to join the office staff 
of the Committee on Woman’s Work in a prayer 
service every morning at 8:25, using the Prayer 
Calendar as is done in the office? 

In a letter from a Home Circle Chairman comes 
this encouraging report: “All my Home Circle mem- 
bers signed the cards for daily Bible readings and 
prayer for the year. Every member is visited by 
some active circle member who takes to her leaflets 
or church papers or flowers or fruit.” 

We would like for you to consider this letter a 
personal one—one that requires an answer! Will 
you write to us right away and tell us whether these 
monthly letters have been of any service to you as 


Chairmen of the Home Circle, or how we can better 
serve you another year? Has the literature that we 
suggested for distribution been what you wanted? 
If not, what type is most needed? If you have done 
anything different from that suggested or printed in 
your “Guide,” will you tell us about it? Have you 
had any activities for your members? We are so 
eager to help you and we feel that we can only ac- 
complish this through coéperation with you. 

Order from the Committee on Woman’s Work, 
Henry Grady Building, Atlanta, Ga., as many 
leaflets as you desire of the following: 

“They Who Tarry at the Brook” (a leaflet written 
by Mrs. W. K. Seago for the Shut-ins). 

Mission Leaflets. 

May we extend to you and your Home Circle 
members our wishes for a Happy New Year. 


“Begin the year with God; 

For He alone doth know 

The windings of the untried way, 
Marked out for thee to go.” 


Grace WISsNER. 





SURVEY WEEK in 1937 is FEBRUARY 14-21. Local presidents or secretaries of literature, 
please plan to make a thorough canvass at or before that time. Subscribers, please give your sub: 
scriptions to your circle leader or secretary of literature as soon as possible, so you will not miss 4 


single issue of THE PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY. 
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light shine 
Matt. $:14-16 4 


LANTERN LIGHTS FOR SECRETARIES OF 
SPIRITUAL LIFE 


How grateful we are for the opportunities a New Year 
brings, and how we welcome suggestions to help us make 
the most of our opportunities! For the Secretaries of Spirit- 
ual Life the following suggestions, which have come from 
friends throughout our Church, are given with the hope 
that they may be helpful to those who seek to promote 
spiritual growth. 

GreetINcs For A Happy New Year were given by Mrs. 
J. B. Morton of Birmingham, Ala., to the members of her 
auxiliary in the following acrostic: 

A nd he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let 
~ him deny himself, and take up bis cross daily, and follow 

me. Luke 9:23. 

H appy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, 
~ whose hope is in the Lord his God. Psalm 146:5. 
sk, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; 
knock, and it shall be opened unto you. Matthew 7:7. 


ray without ceasing. 1 Thessalonians 5:17. 


roviding for honest things, not only in the sight of the 
Lord, but also in the sight of men. II Corinthians 8:21. 
e are the light of the world. A city that is set on an bill 
cannot be hid. Matthew 5:14. 
0 man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the 
one, and love the other; or else be will hold to the one, 
and despise the other. Matthew 6:24. 

E xcept the Lord build the house, they labour in vain that 
build it. Psalm 127:1. 

W ait on the Lord: be of good courage, and he shall 
strengthen thine heart. Psalm 27:14. 

Y e are bought with a price; be not ye the servants of men. 
I Corinthians 7:23. 
xalt ye the Lord our God, and worship at his footstool; 
for he is holy. Psalm 99:5. 
cquaint thyself now with him, and be at peace: thereby 
good shall come unto thee. Job 22:21. 


R est in the Lord, and wait patiently for him. Psalm 37:7. 


APPRECIATION OF ONE SECRETARY OF SPIRITUAL LIFE was 
expressed by a member of her auxiliary in the following 
words: “Our Spiritual Life Secretary accepted the secretary- 
ship because she saw in it an opportunity for a service beyond 
the technical filling of the duties of the office. She devoted 
much of her time to winning souls for the Master. In Novem- 
ber she asked the session to concentrate on the consecration 
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Henry Grady Building, Atlanta, Ga. 


of child life to the Lord through the month of December. 
She made a list of the children of the congregation whom 
she knew should unite with the church. The congregation 
is large, nevertheless she had a conference with each of the 
mothers, asking them to talk to and prepare their own chil- 
dren for full membership in the church. Many joined the 
church through December, and others came throughout the 
year. Also this secretary had personal conferences with the 
mothers of the children who had not been baptized, asking 
that they present their children for baptism at the morning 
hour of worship the last Sunday in December. On this 
Sunday there were a great many presented for baptism—an 
inspiring sight one seldom sees. In some cases, the secretary 
directed parents in teaching their children the way of salva- 
tion, and in other cases arranged a conference with the 
pastor. In some instances entire families were baptized. The 
spiritual life of the church was deepened, parents saw the 
way as they had not seen it before, it was a time when the 
heartstrings of the people were knit together stronger than 
they had ever been before. Certainly this Spiritual Life 
Secretary magnified her office.” 

A CuurcH Leaper Writes oF THE Work of the Secretary 
of Spiritual Life in this way: : 

“Our great need seems to me to be the Holy Spirit’s power 
to lead individuals to assume their personal responsibility. 
We must be tremendously in earnest ourselves. We cannot 
lead where we do not go. If we abide in Him, the “things 
of Christ” will be shown to us, and His plans and our plans 
of promotion will harmonize.” 

Tue Prayer CaLenpaR—We agree that “it pays to adver- 
tise” when we hear Mrs. S. A. Kindley of Gastonia, N. C., 
relate that, “In a large and enthusiastic Business Woman’s 
Circle, after the Prayer Calendar was explained and passed 
around and the group led to see its value, one fine, bright, 
Christian woman, after looking it over carefully and admit- 
ting she had never seen one before, was so impressed she 
at once suggested that the circle go on record as being one 
hundred per cent subscribers.” 

Can you not be thus used to lead others in your group to 
see the value of the Church Calendar of Prayer and use it 
daily? 

PrayYer For Missions during the Week of Prayer and Self- 
Denial was stimulated by one Secretary of Spiritual Life by 
cutting from colored paper little baskets, and writing on each, 
“A Basket of Forget-Me-Nots,” and placing in each basket 
seven slips of paper on which were written definite subjects 
for prayer for each day of the week. To each member of 
her group she gave a basket and requested that the topics 
for prayer be used in the personal quiet hour in the home. 

Note: As Secretary of Spiritual Life, if you have a helpful 
idea to share with your fellow-secretaries, please send to 
Spiritual Life Department, Committee on Woman’s Work, 
Henry Grady Building, Atlanta, Ga. 
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Religion or Crime 


By W. H. 


F course religion is expensive. All the nickel- 
nursers and critics of the church are agreed 
on that point. It does cost money to build 

churches, pay pastors’ salaries, maintain the auxiliaries 
of the church, and support the hime missionary 
and benevolent enterprises appealing for our con- 
sideration. 

It costs in time, labor, and prayer, to save men 
and prepare them to live—and die. Every minister 
and most of our laymen know something of the cost 
of bringing the gospel to a needy world. Often the 
burden becomes heavy and Christian people become 
discouraged. The abandoned churches across the 
land give eloquent testimony to the fact that the 
people in many localities are unwilling to pay the 
price of adequately supporting religion in their 
community. 

But other things are expensive also. Especially 
are sin and crime expensive. A few facts may help 
us to an appreciation of the magnitude of our annual 
bill of crime. Mr. Mark O. Prentiss, organizer of 
the National Crime Commission in 1925, an authority 
on criminology, prepared a careful study of the 
crime situation in 1927. In’ a statement well sup- 
ported by statistics, he estimated that our national 
bill for crime approximates sixteen billion ($16,000,- 
000,000) dollars annually. Of this amount about 
$628,000,000 is spent annually on commercialized 
vice. One billion dollars is spent each year on drugs 
and narcotics. About two billions are lost annually 
on commercialized frauds. The property loss 
through theft and arson amounts to another two 
billions. The annual cost of detection, prosecution, 
and punishment of crime is well above six billions 
annually. 

How much is sixteen billions of dollars? If we 
divide sixteen billion dollars by the number of per- 
sons living in the United States, we discover that 
our annual crime bill amounts to approximately $150 
for every man, woman, and child in our country. 
That’s what it costs you and yours and each of us 
in cold cash annually for crime. By the way, how 


WATSON 


much did you give for the support of religion last 
year? 

Naturally you will ask me when and how we pay 
our annual crime bill. Certainly I do not put my 
hand in my pocket and pay $150 annually on the 
nation’s crime bill—at least I am not conscious of it. 
Perhaps not, but be sure of this, we pay. Of course 
$150 is the average cost, and I may be much below, 
or above (probably below) the average in financial 
responsibility. But we certainly pay. We pay in 
what we might have, but do not have because of 
crime. We pay in direct and indirect taxation. A 
large part of the cost of government is due to the 
cost and waste of crime, in one form or another. 
And we pay. On every bite of bread we swallow 
we pay seventeen kinds of taxes (that was a few 
months ago, there may be eighteen now). The shoes 
that so tenderly caress our corns are taxed just 
twenty-three times, and the wheezy old “flivver” is 
groaning under forty-two different kinds of taxes. 
And taxes go largely to control and punish crime. 


Your banker must protect himself against crime 
through expensive insurance—and you pay the bill. 
The jeweler must protect his wares against theft and 
ae and the young man pays proportionately 
more for the diamond ring for the “one and only.” 
And so on into every sphere of life, we pay and pay, 
be sure of that. 

And what about the cost of religion? According 
to a survey made in 1927 by the United Steward- 
ship Council of the Protestant Churches of the 
United States and Canada, there was paid an average 
of $21.38 per church member per year for the sup- 
port of religion. On that basis, crime, our greatest 
blight, costs us seven times as much as religion, one 
of our greatest blessings. When all factors are con- 
sidered, the difference is really very much greatet 
than is indicated in those figures. As compared to 
crime, religion costs us but very little. It is much 
cheaper to bring men to Christ than to send them to 


(Continued on page 64) 
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This Month We Meet Some African Friends 
Silhouette 


A tale retold by Dororny P. CusHineG 


is little—and he hasn’t 

much hair. Most of his 

teeth are gone. His eyes 

squint. The other boys and 

girls laugh at him with the un- 

thinking cruelty of the very 

young. Because he was queer 

looking, his parents believed 

him possessed by an evil spirit 

which killed all the babies that 

came into the family after him. 

“We should have known bet- 

ter than let him live,” said 

they—and banished him from their home. The 

mission took him in. Mrs. Mathilde T. Dysart, of 

Chikore, East Africa, found him tenderly watering 

the bulbs outside the plain little chapel dedicated by 

the Wayfarers to all who wished to “be alone with 
God.” 

She asked the little out-caste—they call him 
Samuel now—if he would like the task of sweeping 
and keeping the chapel tidy. His glowing face was 
adequate reply. 

“Do you ever go in there for a quiet time with 
God?” asked Mrs. Dysart. 

Surprised the small boy replied: “Why, no, J don’t. 
Is it also for me?” 

“Wouldn’t you like to go in now?” continued 
Mrs. Dysart. 

He smiled his assent and they entered. Kneeling 
she prayed, this white woman of God from Amer- 
ica, and by her side knelt the little black boy whom 
no one had cared about—whom the children ridi- 
culed. After her petition Mrs. Dysart remained 
kneeling for a time in silence. 

She expected nothing from her companion, but 
suddenly a boy’s voice began to pray. He thanked 
God for the chapel, for what the missionaries were 
doing. It was Samuel. 

“You know, Lord,” he said, “the other children 


poke fun at me because I look so queer. Please help 
me to be patient and not answer back. You know 
how hard I try. Please, please help me not to answer 
back when they tease me. And please help me, dear 
God,” ended this pathetic petition, “not to get dis- 
couraged and give up, but to keep on praying and 
trusting in Jesus.” 

The next time Mrs. Dysart asked him if he had 
been in to pray he replied happily, “Every day, 
Nkosikazy!” 

He felt sure that he had been blessed, and when 
questioned he replied simply: 

“Before I did not know that God was a God to 
be loved.” 

Samuel—why not call him that?—has two little 
pals, a cripple who lost all his toes when he fell into 
the fire and was burned, and an epileptic. Together 








The three friends. 
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they have been praying that the Christ who healed 
the epileptics in those early days will heal them. One 
day in the little box marked “Thank You’s” were 
three notes from these children. They said simply— 
“Thank you, God.” 

There are two boxes in the chapel, which is a 
plain little hut of mud and thatch with a table altar 
on which stands a picture of Christ, a Bible—and 
these boxes, one reading “Prayer Requests” and the 
second “Thank You’s.” 


January, 1937 


Then one day the trio came to Mrs. Dysart and 
said: 


“Will you please teach us a song that we can sing 
when we go in to our prayers?” ‘Three fragile ships 
on a relentless sea—hopelessly handicapped—yer 
they ended this wistful request by saying: 


“You see, we thought perhaps if we could learn 
a song we might draw some others in with us.” 


Reprinted by permission from The Missionary Herald. 





The Christ of the African Road’ 


By M. Cura 


HEN I was a little boy and the Mission had 

only just come into our valley and none of 

us had been there yet, my father got up a 
caravan to go to the coast trading. I went along to 
carry a sack of meal. 

The way was terribly long and I was very tired. 
One day a little girl about my size and I were left 
far behind by the rest of the caravan. The sun beat 
down fiercely upon us; sweat and tears rolled down 
my face and blinded my eyes as we stumbled along. 

The meal sack, which was of goatskin, was ripped 
and the meal was sifting out, leaving a white trail 
behind me. I knew this, but in my utter weariness 
I did not care, though it meant a beating if I arrived 
with an empty sack. 

“Brace up, we'll soon find them,” the little girl, 
who carried sleeping mats and clay pots, kept en- 
couraging me. I kept going because I was too weary 
to stop: it required more will power than to drag 
one foot after another. 

Then suddenly there loomed beside me a tall man 
dressed in a white, clean cloth. You children of to- 
day cannot know what a frightening thing white 
clean clothing was to a village boy then; he had 
never seen it, and associated it in his mind with other 
unknown terrors. This man was probably a goblin, 
or worse, but I was unable to run away, so I shut 
my eyes tight and waited for the worst to happen. 

“You children are left behind, aren’t you?” he 
said. “Sit down here and rest awhile.” 

As he spoke he took the loads off our shoulders, 
and he wiped the dirt and sweat off our faces, and 
gave us a drink of water out of a bottle he wore 
tied to him. 

We wondered what it could be that he was going 


*Nore: This is a story which was told in a sermon by a 
native African who became a preacher of the gospel. 











This picture shows us a group of African children in their 
happier moments playing games 


to do to us, but he did not look cross, so we waited. 
He took a needle out of his clothing and sewed up 
the rip in my meal bag. 

“Now you children follow me and I will take you 
to your camp.” 

So he carried our loads and we followed him to 
where my father was camped. He did not make 
any fuss nor demand any fine as strangers do on 
the path. 

“Here are yours who were lost,” he said, and went 
his way. 

“Fle must be one of the Christians,” I heard my 
father and the others saying.: “We have heard that 
there is a great Christian fumbelo (head man) on 
the road. It must be he.” 

I never saw him again, but I thought that if he was 
a Christian I should like to be one too, so I came 
to the Mission. 

Reprinted by permission from The Missionary Herld. 
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Foreign Missionaries of the Presbyterian Church 


In Active Service 


AFRICA-CONGO MISSION. 
Bibanga, 1917. 

A. P. C. Mission, Bi- 
adress, oa abinds, Lomami Dis- 
trict, Congo Belge, Africa, via Cape 
Town.) 


Virginia. 
len, Miss Leeann —— 


— Miss Ruby (R. N ): 


Bulape, 1915 
‘Address, care A. P. C. Mission, 
seb Bulape, Ce Congo Belge, 


hapman, Dr. and al J. W. 
slead, Mr. and Mrs. L. G. 
kson, Rev. and Mrs. James L. 
eCutchen, Rev. and Mrs. L. M. 
oole, Dr. and Mrs. Mark K. 
eynolds, Miss Lena - N.) 
ashburn, Rev. and Mrs. H. M. 


Lubondai, 1924. 


Address, care of A. P. C. Mission, 
a Lubondai (Tshimbulu), Congo 
Belge, Africa, via Lobito to.) 
nderson, Mr. and Mrs. Wm. J., Jr. 

} ~% Miss Virginia A. 
leveland, Rev. and Mrs. . F. 
—_ Dr. and Mrs. 
, Miss Virginia. 

al Mg Viewinie, N). 
iston, Miss Margare 
cKinnon, Rev. and A A.C. 

{cMurray, Miss Charlotte B. 

, Rev. and Mrs. C. 


Luebo, 1891. 
(Address, care A. P. C. Mission, 
Luebo, Congo Belge, Africa, 
par Kinshasa.) 
lack, Miss Ida M. 
, Mr. Allen M. 
obson, Rev. and Mrs. J. K. 
aueneee, Rev. and Mrs. J. H. 
artin, Rev. and *Mrs. Motte. 
iller, Miss Caroline L. 
orrison, Rev. and Mrs. John M. 
orrison, Rev. and Mrs. T. K. 
hive, Mr. and Mrs. A. M. 
ixrud, Dr. and Mrs. T. 
ilds, Rev. and Mrs. 8. H 


Mutoto, 1912. 

Address, care A. P. C. Mission, 
utoto, via Luluabourg Gare, 
Congo Belge, Africa.) 

len, Rev. and Mrs. J. ¥ 

ane, Rev. and Mrs. C 

dmiston, Rev. and Mes. x L. (c) 

cMurray, Rev. and Mrs. Louis A. 

iller, Rev. and Mrs. A. Hoyt. 
ochester, Rev. and Mrs. A. A. (c). 

mith, Dr. and Mrs. J. Tinsley, Jr. 

mith, Rey. and Mrs. Plumer. 

att, Mr. and Mrs. John Franklin. 

orth, Mr. and Mrs. Wm. C. 


Unassigned as yet 
idress until further notice, c/o A. P- 
Mission, Luebo, Congo Belge, Africa 
par Kinshasa) 
le, Miss Lucile, (R. N.) 


EAST BRAZIL[MISSION. 
Campo Bello, 1920. 
ddress, + Compe as Bal. E. de Minas, 
raz, 


bster, Miss Edith. 
ydenstricker, Rev. and Mrs. J. M. 


Lavras, 1893. 
(Address, 5 ae de Minas, 


er, Rev. “a Mire, Frank F. 
oun, Rev. and Mrs. L. G. 
nahan , Miss Margaret. 
mmon, "Miss Alice G. 

mmon, Mrs. S.R 

heelock, Mr. sod irs. John H. 





Nepomuceno, 1932. 


(Address, Nepomuceno, E, de Minas, 
gH: L) 


tArmstro 


See, eek 3. B. 


Tres Coracoes, 1932. 
(Address, Tres Coracoes, E. de Minas, 
Brazil.) 


*Marchant, Miss Genevieve. 


Dourados, 1930. 


(Address, Dourados, via Campo 
Grande, ‘Matto Grosso, Brazil.) 


Maxwell,'Rev. and Mrs. A. S. 


Varginha, 1920. 


(Address, Varginha, E. de Minas, 
Brazil.) 
Davis, Rev. and Mrs. A. L. 


*Wilson, Miss Margaret A. 


NORTH BRAZIL MISSION. 
Garanhuns, 1895. 
(Address, Garanhuns, E. de Pernam- 
uco, Brazil.) 


*Cockrell, Miss Susan. 

*Neville, Rev. and Mrs. Wm. G. 
Swetnam, Rev. and Mrs. Walter. 
*Taylor, Mrs. Geo. W., Jr. 
Thompson, Rev. and Mrs. W. M. 


Recife (Pernambuco), 1873. 


(Address, Collegio Evangelico, 
nes Erskine, Recife E. de 
Pernambuco, Brazil.) 


Arehart, Rev. and Mrs. E. Raynard. 
Boyce, Miss Lina. 
os las, Miss Margaret. 

nderlite, Rev. and Mrs. L. M. 
pape Miss R. Caroline. 


WEST BRAZIL MISSION. 
Araguary, 1926 
(Address, Arag’ , E. de Minas, 
Brazil) 


*Williamson, Rev. and Mrs. D. Lee. 


Monte Santo, 1917. 
(Address, Monte Santo, E. de 
inas, Brazil. 
Woodson, Rev. and Mrs. J. R. 


Carmo do Paranahyba, 1931. 
(Address, Carmo do Paranahyba, 
Oeste de Minas, Brazil.) 
*Johnston, Rev. and Mrs. John Knox. 


Jaboticabal, 1934. 
(Address, Jaboticabal, E. de Sao 
Paulo, Brazil.) 
Hurst, Rev. and Mrs. Geo. H. 


Patrocinio, 1925. 
(Address, Patrocinio, E. de Minas, 
Brazil.) 


Hesser, Miss Frances E. 
Lane, Rev. and Mrs. E. E. 


Uberlandia, 1932. 
(Address, Uberlandia, E. de Minas, 
Brazil. )y 
Hardie, Rev. and Mrs. Alva. 


MID-CHINA MISSION. 


Hangchow, 1867. 
(Address, — Che., China.) 
Blain, Mrs. J. M 
Moffett, Miss N atalie C. 
*McMullen, Rev Cee Mrs. R. J. 
"Wise Fran 


*Stribli 
Wilson, + Boom R. Vv. 
iss Rebecca. 


ilson, M: 
Worth, Rev. and Mrs. Chas. W. 


Kashing, 1895. 


(Address, Kashing, Che., China.) 


Davis, Rev. and Mrs. Lowry. 

*Hudson, Rev. wa Mrs. Geo. A. 

Hudson, Rev. W. H. 

iam Miss R. Elinore. 
eGinnis, Rev. and ~~ J. ¥. 

Talbot, Miss Elizabeth H. 


Kiangyin, 1895. 


(Address, Kiangyin, Ku., China.) 


Allison, Rev. and Lee. Agen. 
Little, Rev. and Mrs. 

Moffett, Dr. and Mrs. Ajesander 8 
Moffett, Rev. and Mrs. L 

Moffett, Miss Carrie L. 
Thompson, Miss Katheryne L. 
Wilcox, Miss Marion. 

Worth, D 

Worth, Mise Ruth. 


Nanking, 1920, 
(Address, Nanking, Ku, China.) 


*Nickles, Miss Florence. 
ice, Rev. and Mrs. Frank W. 
Price, Rev. and Mrs. P. F. 


Shanghai. 


(agarose, 169 Yuen Ming Yuen 
Road, Shanghai, China.) 


Smith, Rev. and Mrs. H. Maxcy. 


Seochow, 1872. 


(Address, Soochow, Ku., China.) 


Grier, Miss Lucy H. (R. N.) 
Satterfield, Miss Ruby. 
Sloan, Miss Addie M. 

Welton, Dr. and Mrs. Felix B. 
Young, Dr. and Mrs. M. P. 


Tsinanfu, 1930. 


(Address, Tsinanfu, Sung, China.) 


Price, Dr. and Mrs. Philip B. 
*Shields, Dr. and Mrs. R. T. 


NORTH KIANGSU. 
Chinkiang, 1883. 
(Address, Chinkiang, Ku., China.) 


Dunlap, Miss Charlotte ‘ae N.). 
Farrior, Rev. and Mrs. 8. C 


*Graham, nth Mrs. James R., Jr. 


Paxton, M 
Smith, Rev. and Mrs. C. H. 
Woods, Dr. and Mrs. Jas. B., Jr. 


Taichow, 1908. 


(Address, Taichow, Ku., via Chin- 
kiang, China. j 

Farr, Miss Grace. 
*Lancaster, Rev. and Mrs. Lewis H. 
*Matthes, Miss Hazel (R. N.). 
Mizell, Miss Marguerite. 
Price, Dr. and Mrs. Robt. B. 
Richardson, Rev. ‘cad Mrs. Robt. P. 


Haichow, 1908. 


(Address, Haichow, Ku., China.) 
*Currie, Rev. and Mrs. Edw. 8. 
Graham, Miss Sophie P. 
McLauchlin, Rev. and Mrs. W. C. 
Reed, Dr. and Mrs. John H. 
Rice, Mrs. A. D. 


Suchowfu, 1896. 


(Address, Suchowfu, Ku., China.) 


Brown, Rev. and Mrs. F. A. 
Grier, Mrs. Mark B. (M. D.). 
Hamilton, Rev. and Mrs. E. H. 
McFadyen, Dr. ay pe Mrs. A. A. 
| an iss “and Mes 

Talbot, Rev Mrs. G. B. 
Young, Miss Lo 


Tenghsien. 


(Address, Tenghsien, Sung, China.) 


Ho ah mg * an@) Mrs. M. A. 
utchan 





vey Soy peg B.C. 
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Hwaianfu, 1904. 
(Address, Hwaianfu, Ku., China. 
Montgomery, Rev. oad Mrs. Jas. N 
Wells, Miss Lillian C 
,Womeldorf, Rev. and Mrs. G. R. 
Woods, Miss Josephine. 
*Woods, Miss Lily U. 
Yates, Rev. and Mrs. O. F. 


Sutsien, 1893. 
(Address, Sutsien, Ku., China.) 

Bradley, Mrs. J. W. 

Bradley, Miss Julia J. 
tJohnston, Miss M. M. 

Junkin, Rev. and Mrs. W. F. 
McCutchan, Miss Mada I. 
*Patterson, Rev. and Mrs. C. H. 
Patterson, Dr. and Mrs. Norman G. 
Woods, Rev. and Mrs. E A. 
Wood, Miss Margaret P. (R. N.) 


Tsing-Kiang-pu, 1887. 
(Address, Tsing-Kiang-pu, Ku., 
China.) 


Bell, Dr. and Mrs. L. Nelson. 
tBradiey. Miss Lina E. 

Craig, Rev. and Mrs. A. R. 
tGieser, Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth. 
Graham, v. and Mrs. J. R., Sr. 
Hall, Miss Jessie D. 
McCown, Miss 
Oliver, Miss Cassie rt N.). 
Talbot, Rev. and Mrs. 

*Woods, Dr. and Mrs. J. B., Aa. 
Woods, Rev. and Mrs. J. Russell 


Yencheng, 1911. 
(Address, Yencheng, Ku., China.) 


Bridgman, Rev. and Mrs. H. T. 
Fletcher, Miss Lucy. 

Fraser, Miss Gussie. 

*Mosley, Dr. and Mrs. Kirk T. 
*Stevens, Rev. Geo. P. 

White, Rev. and Mrs. Hugh W. 


Fowning. 
a Fowni Soy via 
Chinkiang, C 
Harnsberger, Rev. and Mrs. 4 L. 


JAPAN MISSION. 
Kobe, 1890. 
(Address, Kobe, Japan.) 


Fulton, Rev. and Mrs. 8. P. 
Myers, "Rev. and Mrs. 5 W. 
Ostrom, Rev. and Mrs. H. C. 


Kochi, 1885. 
(Address, Kochi, Japan.) 
Brady, Rev. and Mrs. J. H. 


Nagoya, 1887. 
(Address, Nagoya, Japan.) 
Archibald, Miss Margaret. 


Buchanan, Rev. and Mrs. Percy Ww. 


*Buckland, Miss Ruth. 
McIlwaine, Rev. W. A 
Patton, Miss Annie. 
Robinson, Miss Amy E. 
*Smythe, Rev. and Mrs. L. C. M. 


Gifu, 1917. 
(Address, Gifu, Japan.) 


*Buchanan, Rev. and Mrs. W. C. 
Buchanan, Miss Elizabeth O. 
McAlpine, Rev. and Mrs. James A. 


Takamatsu, 1898. 
(Address, Takamatsu, Japan.) 
*Erickson, Rev. and Mrs. 8. M. 
Gardner, "Miss Lo ove. 
Moore, Rev. and Mrs. J. W 
Munroe, Rev. and *Mrs. H. H. 


Marugame, 1920. 
(Address, Marugame, Japan.) 
Buchanan, Rev. and Mrs. W. Mc8. 


Currell, Miss Susan McD. 
Kirtland, Miss Leila G. 
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Toyohashi, 1890. 
(Address, Toyohashi, Japan. 
Moore, Rev. and Mrs. Lardner W 


Tokushima, 1889. 
(Address, Tokushima, Japan.) 
Bryan, Rev. and Mrs, H: H. 
Hassell, Rev. and Mrs. A. P. 
Tokyo 
(Address, Tokyo, Japan) 
Logan, Rev. and Mrs. C. A. 
Lumpkin, Miss Estelle. 
Okasaki, 1890. 
(Address, Okasaki, Japan.) 


Crawford, Rev. and Mrs. Vernon A. 


KOREAN MISSION. 
Chunju, 1896. 
-(Address, Chunju, Chosen, Asia.) 
Py oe 4 Mee : Lloyd K 
8, Dr. an s. Llo: “ 

. Rev. and Mrs. ET. 
Colton, Miss Susanne A. 
Fontaine, Miss Lena. 

Kestler, Miss E. E. (R. N.). 

Linton, Rev. and Mrs. Wm. A. 

McCutchen, Rev. and Mrs. L. O. 
*Swicord, Rev. and Mrs. D. A. 

Winn, Rev. 8. D. 

Winn, Miss Emily. 
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Kunsan, 1896. 
(Address, Kunsan, Chosen, Asia.) 
Bull, Rev. and Mrs. Wm. F. 
Dupuy, Miss Lavalette. 
Greene, Miss Willie B. 
*Hollister, Dr. and Mrs. Wm. 
Vail, Rev. and Mrs. Jno. B. 


Kwangju, 1904. 
(Address, Kwangju, Chosen, Asia. 
*Bell, Mrs. Eugene. 

Brand, Dr. and Mrs. Louis C. 
*Dodson, Miss Lucy. 

Knox, Rev. and Mrs. Robt. 
*Levie, Dr. and Mrs. J. K. 
*McQueen, Miss Anna. 

Newland, Rev. and Mrs. L. T. 

Paisley, Rev. and Mrs. J. I. 

Pritchard, Miss Mar, (R. N.). 

Root, Miss Florence E. 

Talmage, Rev. and Mrs. J. V. N. 


Mokpo, 1899. 
(Address, Mokpo, Chosen, Asia.) 
Cumming, Rev. and Mrs. Bruce A. 
See , Rev. ond — * D. =. 
oO , Rev. an 8. Joseph. 
enper, Miss Mar; \ 
McMurphy, Miss Ada. 
Martin, Miss Julia. 
Nisbet, Rev. and Mrs. J. 8. 





Seonchun, 1913. 
(Address, Soonchun, Chosen, Asia.) 
Biggar, Miss Meta L. 
, Miss Janet. 
Crane, Rev. and Mrs. J. C. 
Hewson, Miss Georgia (R. N.). 
Miller, Miss Louise. 
Preston, Rev. and Mrs. J. F. 
Rogers, Dr. and Mrs. J. McL. 
Unger, Rev. and Mrs. J. K. 
Wilkins, Miss Aurine. 
*Wilson, Dr. and Mrs. R. M. 
Seoul (Union}Work). 
Clark, Rev. and Mrs. W. M. (Christian 
Literature). 
*tSwinehart, Mr. and Mrs. M. L. 


Pyengyang (Union Work). 


*Parker, Mr. and Mrs. Wm. P. 
Reynolds, Rev. and Mrs. W. D. 


MEXICO MISSION. 
Toluco, 1919. 
(Address, Toluco, Estado’do 
Mexico. 
Gray, Miss Katherine C. 


Zitacuaro, 1919. 
(Address, Zitacuaro, Michoacan, 
Mexico.) 


Beaty, Miss Lettie. 





*Opposite name indicates on furlough. 


tOpposite name indicates Associate 


orker. 


Commercial pa 
for each additional 





s, 5 cents each for the first 10 ounces or less, and 14 
ounces or fraction of 2 ounces. 


January, 1 


Morrow, Prof. and Mrs. R. C, 
Myers, Mr. and Mrs. Z. V. 
*Smith, Miss Iona (R. N.). 


Morelia, 1919. 
(Address, Morelia, Michoacan 
Mexico.) , 
Cop Dr. and Mrs. L. J, 


Rogers, Miss Carolyn. 
Southerland, Miss Pattye (R. N). 


Laredo, Texas. 
Lee, Miss E. V. 










Chilpancingo, 1921. 
(Address, Chilpancingo, Guerren 
Mexico.)" —s 
McClelland, Miss Alice J. 
Pearce, Mr. and Mrs. Frank M., Jr, 
Shelby, Rev. J. O. 
Shelby, Miss Margaret V. 


Coyoacan (Union Work), 1931, 
(Address, Coyoacan, D. F. Mexico) 
*Ross, Rev. and Mrs. W. A. 


Patzcuaro, 1931. 
(Address, Patzcuaro, Michoacan, 
Mexico.) 


*Ross, Rev. and Mrs. H. L. 


td 
POSTAL RATES 


Registration fee, consult local post office. 


Letters addressed to Africa, China, England, Ja 
5 cents for the first ounce, or fraction of an ounce, and 3 cents for each additional 


ounce, or fraction of an ounce. 


Letters addressed to Cuba, Brazil or Mexico are subject to the same postage 
rates and conditions which would apply to them if they were addressed for 


delivery in the United States. 


Postal cards 3 cents each for single and 4 cents each for double cards to China, 


, and Chosen require 


Japan, Korea, Africa; 2 cents to Mexico and Brazil. Guide. 


PARCEL POST 
For Africa, China, Japan, Korea and Mexico, address to station direct. 
For Brazil we do not advise the use of parcel post. 


“Consult Local Postmaster for rates, weights; measurements, and requ 
ments of Declaration for Custom Duties, all of which appear in the latest Post 





Religion or Crime (Continued from page 60) 





prison. It is far less expensive to build Christian 
character than to build penitentiaries. 


An average modern prison cell in our penitentiaries 
costs $5,000. The average church building in the 
writer’s conference has an estimated value of $11,000, 
and cares for a congregation of slightly less than 100, 
and a Sunday school of about 160 persons. Prison 
cells for two or Sunday-school equipment for 160. 
Take your choice. Which is the better investment 
for the nation: two criminals behind prison bars or 
160 boys and girls in Sunday schools, being in- 
structed in the principles of Christian living and 
good citizenship? Sunday schools for mine! 


Take another comparison. During the slightly less 
than eight weeks between March 3, 1934, and April 
25, 1934, John Dillinger cost our country approxi- 
mately two million dollars, according to government 
reports. This did not include the loss of several lives. 
About $1,500,000 was spent trying to recapture 
him. About $500,000 was stolen from various banks 
during the period by gangs under his direction. One 


bad man costing America a million dollars a month. 
If that rate of expense continued until his death in 
July, Dillinger cost the United States more in four 
months than the total contributions of the Evangeli- 
cal Church* for the support of religion for the year 
ending August 31, 1934. Estimate, if you can, the 
amount of good done by the Evangelical Church 
during a whole year, and set the cost for such a 
ministry against the cost of Dillinger’s blight upon 
the country for a period of four months, and say, if 
you dare, that religion is expensive. 

Recently the newspapers carried at great length 
the story of Hauptmann’s execution. Not too con- 
spicuous in the headlines was an announcement that 
the crime and its prosecution has cost the nation well 
over two million dollars. What a tremendous work 
might have been done in building life if that money 
could have been invested in a vital religious program. 


Reprinted by permission from 
The Evangelical Messenger. 


*The Evangelical Messenger, from which this article is reprinted, 
is a publication of the Evangelical Church. 















